
Introducing our new Designated Term Associate Minister 
 
 
BCCUCC is excited to introduce the congregation to our most 

recent staff member, Linda Hartley. Linda has accepted a call to 

serve as our Designated Term Associate Pastor beginning on 

February 1, 2020. Linda’s term is expected to last from February 

through the end of 2020. During Linda’s time with us, the church 

leadership will be exploring our needs in a “Settled Associate 

Pastor” and conducting a full search for that position. We are 

thrilled to welcome Linda to BCCUCC to help carry us through this 

time of transition. 

 

Linda has just completed her term as the Bridge Interim Pastor 

with the Norwich Congregational Church in Norwich, VT. Both 

before and after her two months in Vermont, Linda has been 

active in the Rhode Island Association as a pulpit supply preacher 

for several churches in the Ocean State. For three years, Linda also served as the Pastoral Associate 

at the Congregational Church of Westborough, MA. She is a member of the Rhode Island Association 

of the United Church of Christ, which approved her for ordination pending call in June of 2018, and is 

currently a member of Newman Congregational Church. 

 

Linda earned her Master of Divinity degree from Andover Newton Theological School in December of 

2017, and completed one unit of Clinical Pastoral Education at Hebrew Senior Life, an Orthodox 

Jewish care facility located in Roslindale, MA. Just this past year, Linda completed the classroom 

components of Interim Ministry Training and is currently working on her field work component in 

anticipation of earning her certificate in interim ministry later this year. 

 

Prior to attending seminary, Linda earned a Ph.D. in Political Science from Rutgers, The State 

University of New Jersey and has taught as an adjunct professor at various colleges including 

Syracuse University, The University of Montana, Providence College, and Rhode Island College. 

Feeling a call to ministry in 2013, Linda set aside her career in college teaching and enrolled in Andover 

Newton.  

 

Linda was born and raised in Northern California and received her B.A. in Government and Economics 

from California State University, Sacramento. She has lived on the East Coast since 1984 when she 

enrolled at Rutgers. She loves being a New Englander and appreciates the changing seasons. In her 

free time, she enjoys reading and spending time with friends.  

 

We hope that you will be able to join us for the worship service on Sunday, February 2nd when Linda 

will be joining us for the first time, and you'll have the opportunity to welcome her at coffee hour. 

 

Blessings, 

Dale 

Rev. Dale Azevedo, Senior Minister 


