
Dear Friends, June 30, 2019

We are a group of parishioners at Sts. Matthew and Mark Episcopal 
Church in Barrington who want to provide aid to families suffering at the 
southern border of our country. We are NOT political; we are humanitarian. 
and we know we are not alone. 

We are sponsoring a drive the last two weekends in July to collect 
monetary donations to send to four non-profit organizations assisting 
people in need at the border.

Here is what we would like a coalition of houses of worship to do:

Please announce the drive at your services on the weekends of July 5, 12, 
and 19, and ask people to take part. Ask them to bring their checkbooks on 
the weekend of July 19 or July 26 so that they can make a donation to one 
of the four non-profit organizations outlined on the attached page. Websites 
are included so that they may do further research.

We will put a donation box and a list of the four charities in the lobby of 
your place of worship. 

On Monday, July 22 and Monday, July 29, we will collect your donations..

We will publicize the drive and all houses of worship that take part will be 
noted. We will inform you of the amount of money raised.

We will send the contributions to each charity. We will include a cover letter 
that explains our mission and names our participating groups.

On the attached page are our Mission Statement and the descriptions of 
the charities we are supporting. It would be helpful if you would make this 
information available to your congregations through handouts as well as 
your bulletins.

Sts. Matthew and Mark Mission to Help the Children Committee
Trinki Brueckner (447-4742) Alice Cross (500-5100) 
Sally Easton (247-0812) Cindy Thomsen (378-7387)



A Message from Sts. Matthew and Mark Mission to Help the Children

As people of faith, we, especially, are called to be charitable and compassionate. The 
migrants fleeing their homes in Latin America are trying to escape from economic 
deprivation and violence; they are desperate to find a better life, safety and asylum. 
Parents and their innocent children are suffering in miserable conditions. Whatever our 
political affiliation or position on immigration and our borders, we must be moved by the 
plight of our fellow human beings. Listed below are four non-profit organizations that 
provide legal or humanitarian aid to these people. Please consider contributing to one or 
more of them. Thank you.

ANNUNCIATION HOUSE (annunciationhouse.org)
Situated 10 blocks from the Texas/Mexico border, Annunciation House is a 

Catholic charity. Its mission statement is,“ In a Gospel spirit of service and solidarity, we 
accompany the migrant, the homeless, and economically vulnerable peoples of the 
border region through hospitality, advocacy, and education. We place ourselves among 
these poor so as to live our faith and transform our understanding of what constitutes 
more just relationships between peoples, countries, and economies.”

HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH (hrw.org)
The US Program of this international organization focuses on reforming harsh, 

outdated, and ineffective detention and deportation policies to ensure they take into 
account family unity, flight from persecution and labor considerations that draw 
immigrants to the United States. This group was in part responsible for the bleak report 
made public a few weeks ago, about the neglect and mistreatment of young migrants 
detained in camps.

KIND (supportkind.org)
Kids in Need of Defense works to provide high quality, pro bono legal 

representation to children who enter the immigration system alone. The organization 
interviews migrant children and matches them with specially trained attorneys. 
Additionally, KIND provides ongoing support throughout the immigration process, 
including medical and social services. 
Earlier this month, KIND partnered with humanitarian aid nonprofit HIAS (Hebrew 
Immigrant Aid Society) to “provide representation to forcibly separated immigrant and 
refugee families who have come to the United States seeking safety,” according to a 
press release. 

RAICES (raicestexas.org)
The Refugee and Immigrant Center for Education and Legal Services is a nonprofit 
focused on “providing free and low-cost legal services to under-served immigrant 
children, families and refugees in Central and South Texas,” according to the 
organization’s website. 
                

http://annunciationhouse.org
http://hrw.org
http://supportkind.org
http://raicestexas.org

