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July 2024 Young Adult Service-Learning Trip Interest Meeting
About NOROC:
History:
When communism fell in Romania in December 1989, tens of thousands of children were left abandoned in state-run orphanages. Dictator Nicolae Ceausescu had enforced policies requiring families to have at least five children, but extreme poverty forced many parents to place their children in institutions. Among those who witnessed this crisis were Fred and Carolyn White, who, after adopting their fourth child Natalie, teamed up with Petru Solca to found NOROC—New Opportunities for Romanian Orphaned Children. Taking its name from the Romanian word for “God bless,” NOROC began by supporting American families adopting Romanian children. After international adoptions ended in 2001, NOROC evolved to care for institutionalized children in new ways.
NOROC’s early programs addressed critical needs. The “Big Hearted Grannies” program hired women to nurture infants in overcrowded hospitals, while “Big Hearted Teachers” provided academic support to help children stay in school and pursue higher education. Later, “Big Hearted Friends” offered enrichment activities like sewing, cooking, and art, giving children opportunities to learn and explore beyond the institutions. Since 1997, NOROC has worked to improve the lives of hundreds of Romanian children and youth, providing care, education, and opportunities for a brighter future through the dedication of its staff, volunteers, and partners.
Current Programs:
Today, NOROC focuses on supporting teenagers and young adults living in state-run group homes as they navigate the challenges of growing up without family support. While NOROC began by addressing the needs of infants and young children, the organization has shifted its focus to teenagers, who are often overlooked and face significant barriers to independence. Programs like small group therapy, Bible studies, and life skills classes provide emotional, spiritual, and practical support to help these youth build confidence and resilience. Activities such as self-development workshops, digital photography classes, and enrichment outings give teens opportunities to explore their interests, develop talents, and experience life beyond the group homes.
NOROC also helps prepare young people for the transition to adulthood. Through individual counseling, mentorship, and academic support, teenagers gain tools to pursue education, employment, and a stable future. Recognizing the importance of meaningful relationships, NOROC staff work to build trust with each youth, offering consistent care and guidance. By focusing on this often-neglected age group, NOROC empowers teenagers to see themselves as capable, valued, and loved, helping them move toward adulthood with hope and confidence.
Visit our website for more detailed information about our work.
www.noroc.org
Basic Trip Information:
What You’ll Do:
· Host two half-day camps and a three-day overnight camp for children from Tulcea County’s child protection system.
· Throw an appreciation and anniversary party for NOROC’s incredible staff and volunteers.
· Learn how to work with interpreters and build cross-cultural connections.
What You’ll See:
· Explore the beautiful Tulcea County.
· Visit iconic sites such as Peles Castle, the Danube Delta, and historic locations in Transylvania.
· Discover Romania’s religious and cultural heritage while building memories with your team.
www.noroc.org/service-learning-trips
Dates: July 10–22, 2025
Cost: $2,800 per person (includes, flights, accommodations, meals, and activities)
Important Deadlines:
· Registration Due: January 31, 2025. A $500 deposit is required at registration.
· Payment Schedule:
· Half of the remaining balance due by March 15, 2025.
· Final payment due by May 15, 2025.
If you need help fundraising, we want to help you apply for grants. We can help you reach out to your church or presbytery for support!
How to Sign-Up:
www.noroc.org/july2025
How to Receive This Document:
www.noroc.org/email
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR
ROMANIAN ORPHANED CHILDREN

Loving & uplifting institutionalized Romanian
children in Tulcea County since 1997.
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