
Panelists 

David Kummer, Managing Director 
SullivanCurtisMonroe Insurance Services, LLC 
 
 
 
Daren Mesrobian, Head of Valuation Services 
Holthouse Carlin & Van Trigt LLP  
 
 
 
Larry Johnson, F&B Industry Head 
Stanton Associates LLC  
 
 
 
Moderator 

Lewis Stanton, Managing Partner 
Stanton Associates LLC  
 

Industry Trends, Risks, Opportunities & Value Creation 1 

Bios 



 

DAVID KUMMER, CPCU, AIC 

Managing Director  

Sullivan Curtis Monroe Insurance Services, LLC 

550 South Hope Street, Suite 1000 

Los Angeles, CA 90071 

(213) 233-0426 

dkummer@sullicurt.com   

 

Expertise 

Risk Management; Strategy; Sales; Operations; Leadership; Change Management 
 

Industry Experience 

Food & Beverage; Manufacturing & Distribution; Real Estate; Development & Construction; 

Healthcare; Automotive; Non-Profit 
 

Key Positions 

Commercial Claims Adjustor, Supervisor, Manager and Regional Claims Manager for  

National Carrier. Broker, President and Managing Director for large regional commercial 

insurance brokerage 
 

Education 

BA University of California at Santa Barbara 

Chartered Property & Causality Underwriter 
 

David Kummer, principal and Managing Director of SCM, manages teams that resolve the risk 

management needs of middle market companies throughout Southern California. With more than 

30 years of industry experience, Kummer is experienced across a wide range of industries and 

his tenure and position allow him to maintain close relationships with senior executives at the 

insurance company level. These relationships create leverage that produces a better product and 

better claims results for his and SCM’s customers. 

 

David holds the designation Chartered Property & Casualty Underwriter (CPCU), in addition to 

an Associate in Claims degree. David is a member of YPO Gold as well as Vistage (formerly 

TEC.) He sits on the board of Woodbury University and Oakmont Country Club where he and 

his wife are members. David graduated with highest honors from the University of California, 

Santa Barbara in 1988 with a B.A. in Psychology.  
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DAREN J. MESROBIAN  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRACTICE AREA & 

SPECIALIZATION 

Valuation Advisory Services 

  

INDUSTRIES SERVED 

Manufacturing, Retail & Distribution 

Media & Entertainment 

Technology 

Private Equity & Investment Advisory 

 
EDUCATION 

BS, Industrial Engineering, Cal Poly SLO 

MBA, Marshall School of Business at USC 

 

CREDENTIALS AND 

CERTIFICATIONS 

AICPA – Accredited in Business Valuation (ABV) 

ASA - Accredited Senior Appraiser (Candidate) 

  

Daren leads HCVT’s Valuation Advisory Services practice and brings over ten years of valuation and financial 
advisory experience. He has extensive experience performing valuations of business enterprises, equity securities, 
and intellectual property for a variety of purposes, including financial (GAAP/IFRS) and tax reporting, mergers and 
acquisitions planning, gift and estate tax planning, reorganizations and restructurings, capital raising activities, joint 
venture planning, buy-sell agreements, and stockholder disputes. His industry experience is broad and includes 
manufacturing, retail, and distribution, with a specialization in food, beverage and agricultural businesses. His 
project experience also includes the technology, professional services, media and entertainment, and real estate 
industry sectors. 

Daren has addressed complex tax valuation matters for businesses in all phases of the business cycle from start-up 
to rapidly growing, and mature businesses seeking a liquidity event. His tax valuation reporting experience is 
extensive and includes qualified small businesses stock (IRC §1202), C-corporation conversions (IRC §1374), stock 
compensation (IRC §409A), gift and estate taxes and charitable contributions, and personal goodwill. 

Daren’s financial valuation reporting experience is comprehensive, including: purchase price allocations (ASC 805), 
impairment testing (ASC 350), stock compensation (ASC 718) and mark-to-market analyses (ASC 820), among 
others, all under the fair value concepts used for financial reporting purposes in accordance with generally 
accepted accounting principles (GAAP). 

Prior to joining HCVT, Daren was the president and founder of Vineyard Capital Advisors, a full-service financial 
consulting firm providing valuations, advisory and retained consulting services. He was previously with Houlihan 
Lokey, a publicly-traded international investment bank, where he provided valuations, solvency and fairness 
opinions, and other advisory services to public and private clients. Daren holds a Master of Business Administration 
from the University of Southern California and a Bachelor of Science in industrial engineering from California 
Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo. Daren is an executive board member (vice president) of the American 
Society of Appraisers (ASA) LA Chapter and prior co-chair of the LA chapter’s Business Valuation Committee. 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
Vineyard Capital Advisors 
Houlihan Lokey 
Barrington Partners 
Maxim Integrated Products 
Intel Corporation 
Conexant Systems (k/n/a Synaptics) 
 
PROFESSIONAL AND COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 
Co-chair of the American Society of Appraisers (ASA) LA Chapter’s business valuation committee, and prior 
Executive board member (VP).  
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Founded in 1991, HCVT is one of the fastest growing CPA firms in the nation validating the technical experience of 
our team and our approach to client service. We provide tax, accounting, business management, and mergers & 
acquisition services to private companies, closely‐held businesses, public companies and high net worth individuals 
and family offices. We provide audit and assurance services to privately held businesses, funds, and employee 
benefit plans. Today, we are the fifth largest CPA firm in Los Angeles with a team of over 585 members, including 
over 100 partners and principals. We serve our clients from 11 offices in Southern California and offices in Northern 
California, Ft. Worth, Texas and Park City, Utah. Our national and global reach is extended by our affiliation with 
Moore Stephens North America, an independent and global accountancy and business advisory association of 
affiliated CPA and financial services firms throughout the United States and the globe. 

Cornerstone to our growth and our success is our focus on specific industries and market niches. This focus allows 
our partners and professionals to provide their clients with insights about issues critical to business owners—
industry trends and leading practices, changes in accounting regulations and taxation, managing risk, and financing 
options, to name a few. 

Our market niches include: 

 Real Estate & Hospitality 

 Private Equity & Investment Advisory 

 High Net Worth Individuals & Family Offices 

 Manufacturing, Retail & Distribution 

 Technology 

 Media & Entertainment 

 Affordable Housing 

 Nonprofit Organizations 

 Professional Services Firms 

ABOUT HCVT 

 
TAX 
Planning & Compliance 
International Tax 
State & Local Tax 
Tax Credits & Incentives 
Trusts & Estates 
Accounting for Income Taxes 
 
AUDITS 
Audits, Reviews, Compilations 
Employee Benefit Plan Audits 
SOC Services 
Internal Control Reviews 
Agreed-upon Procedures 
 
BUSINESS MANAGEMENT & FAMILY OFFICES 
Cash Management 
Cash Flow Analysis 
Risk Management 
Tax Planning & Preparation 
Estate & Retirement Planning 
 
MERGERS & ACQUISITIONS 
Valuation Advisory Services 
Buy-Side & Sell-Side Services 
Tax & Financial Due Diligence 
Quality of Earnings Analysis 
Tax Structuring 
 
ACCOLADES 
Accounting Today 
 Best Accounting Firm to Work For 
 Top 50 Firm 
 Top Firms in the West, Ranked #4 
Los Angeles Business Journal 
 5th Largest CPA Firm in LA 
Inside Public Accounting 
 Top 100 Firm 
 Best of the Best Firms, 12 Consecutive Years 



Expertise  
Strategy. Sales. Marketing & Distribution.

Industry Experience 
Food & Beverage. Food Service. Consumer Products. 
Financial Services.

Key Positions
Founder and President of a specialty food products 
company. Former Managing Director, Deloitte.

Education  
BS Economics, Boston College 
MBA, Columbia University 

Lawrence R. Johnson

Work Experience
Larry Johnson has deep expertise in the specialty food industry, where he has 
founded several businesses, including Passage Foods Group, LLC, the domestic 
sales and marketing arm of Australia based Passage Foods Group, a company 
focused on the development, manufacture and sale of cooking sauces and creative, 
healthy, convenience driven meal solutions and flavor profiles for the food service 
and retail markets; and LR Johnson Associates LLC, a provider of high end meat 
proteins, gourmet snack foods, and small wares for the restaurant and hospitality 
industry.  Larry has provided goods and services to such names as MGM Resorts, 
Publix Markets, Safeway and Ahold.  

Previously, Larry was a senior member of the corporate finance advisory and 
investment banking teams at both Deloitte and Price Waterhouse. 



Expertise  

Lewis Stanton 
Managing Partner 

General Management. Strategy. Sales. Finance and Operations.

Industry Experience 
Technology. Aerospace and Defense. Food & Beverage. 
Manufacturing. Business Services. Media & Entertainment.

Key Positions  
Several time CEO, and former COO/CFO of a public company.Several time CEO, and former COO/CFO of a public company. 
Former Big 6 head of capital markets practice in the US 
Southwest. 

Education  
BS University of Birmingham (UK) 

Work ExperienceWork Experience

Lewis Stanton is a several time CEO including (until June 2015) the interim CEO of Hydra-
Electric Company, a middle market aerospace company whose products are highly 
engineered switches and sensors for Tier 1 companies and OEMs. After more than 5 years 
of operating losses and revenue declines, Stanton led the Company to sustainable 
profitability within 6 months. By the time his engagement at Hydra ended after 15 months, 
Hydra had grown its order book from under 2X annual revenue to 6X revenue with an 
active sales pipeline of 12X revenue on which it was closing more than 50% of the 
opportunities. 

Stanton was also the CEO of E Team, a collaborative software company which had 
experienced years of losses and minimal growth prior to his joining. Under his leadership, 
the Company’s revenues grew at greater than 100% per annum and it became profitable 
and cash flow positive. Stanton was the COO and CFO of a public technology company p p gy p y
whose 3 principal business units were: a leading provider of software to more than 3,000 
hotels around the world; a casino gaming systems company; and a process manufacturing 
ERP company. In this capacity, he grew the company’s high margin revenues by 300% in 
less than three years, and also took the company from $10 million in annual losses to 
profitability. He has also been a turnaround CEO for other companies.

Earlier in his career, Stanton was at Arthur Andersen where he ran the Firm’s capital , p
markets practice in the US Southwest. His clients included several Fortune 500 companies. 
In London, Stanton’s functional specialty was international finance, and he has worked in 
several parts of the world. Since leaving Andersen, Stanton has managed operations in 
financial services, publishing, technology, and other industries. Additionally, he founded 
and ran a mutual fund company, and he was also the President of a securities industry 
trade association.

Professional

 Association for Corporate Growth
 CPA and Chartered Accountant (non-practicing)


