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HERITAGE HERALD
The Washington Historical Society is accepting nominations for the prestigious 2019 Roots Award.   

Think of someone who spent a portion of their youth in Washington and then went on to make a 
significant contribution to society in the areas of government, fine arts, charitable work, sciences, or 
sports.  Past recipients of the Roots Award are Dr. 
David Hunt of the Smithsonian Institution, noted 
sports reporter David vanDyke, successful inventor 
Tejas Shastry, former University of Oklahoma  
music director Dr. Gene Thrailkill, Judge Kate  
Gorman and Dr. Tom Gross. 

Acceptance of this award will involve the  
recipient being available to be honored during the 
Washington High School Homecoming weekend 
(September 26 and 27). There will be an awards 
ceremony at St. Mark’s Church on Thursday,  
September 26 at 7 pm, following which the  
recipient will make a presentation about their roots 
and their contribution to society (approximately  
45 min). The honoree will also ride in the  
homecoming parade on Friday, September 27. 

Applications may be picked up at the Washington 
Chamber of Commerce, at the Dement-Zinser 
House on Saturdays between the hours of 11:00 am 
and 2:00 pm or online at www.Washington-histori-
cal-society.org. Deadline for applicants is Saturday, 
June 1, 2019. Applications may be dropped off 
at Dement-Zinser house on Saturdays (11-2) or 
mailed to P.O. Box 54 Washington, Illinois 61571.

Roots Award applications are on file for three years.  
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Volunteers 
Needed
Washington Histori-
cal Society is in need 
of volunteers. The De-
ment-Zinser house 
is open on Saturdays, 
March-November from 
11:00-2:00 and two vol-
unteers every Satur-
day are necessary. Also, 
Time Travels in Trunks, 
welcomes more volun-
teers.  These historical 
“trunks” are taken into 
township classrooms 
each school year. A half 
an hour presentation is 
given with each trunk. 
No previous experience 
or historical knowledge 
necessary, just an open 
mind to learning. If you 
are interested please call 
Bonnie Nofsinger at 
444-3391 or  645-3279 
for more information.  

Historical Tours
Dement-Zinser House is open for tours until October 5th from 
11am-2pm. Tours are free.

An accomplished water color artist, creative educa-
tor, amateur actress, political activist, and philan-

thropist……Lois Sampson was a very special presence 
in our fair town.

Born in Evanston, Illinois to Russell and Josephine 
Gage Sampson in August 1923, she was the only child 
of the Sampsons whose families established residence 
in Washington dating to the middle 1800’s.  Her first 
12 years were spent in Chicago, and then Russ, Jo and 
Lois returned to Washington.  During her childhood, 
she never shied away from a challenge or a dare.  Her 
mother became adept at closing open wounds with a 
Band-Aid that today would require stitches. She sailed 

through Washington High School graduating in 1941, 
and received an A.A.  from prestigious Stephens College 
in 1943.  She later graduated from University of Wis-
consin and received her teaching credentials in 1948.  
But the war intervened.

Written by Kit Zinser
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She put her future studies on hold and with a college 
chum found work in St. Paul, Minnesota in 1943 work-
ing on B26’s.  From June to Labor Day, her shift was 2 
weeks on days, 2 weeks on swing and 2 weeks on nights.  
Confusing to the point that she showed up in error on 
the night shift; she wasn’t feeling well so she turned 
around and went home, fixed herself a warm toddy 
infused with lemon.  Mr. Henderson, another board-
er,  said if she expected to get well, she should add a bit 
of whiskey.  In her own words, “I didn’t get up for 10 
months!”  A mysterious illness had descended on Lois, 
and she was transported to the hospital the next day.  
Her parents were notified and “Mother had to finish her 
10 day pickles in 9 days.”  She spent a month in the hos-
pital and was discharged to home in Washington.  It was 
war time; rubber and gasoline were strictly rationed.  
People didn’t travel far as their tires were worn and un-
reliable as well as finding enough gasoline for travel was 
tricky.

Flights were out of the question.  The Rocket from Chi-
cago to Peoria did not take bedridden patients. With Mr. 
Henderson’s help, the little family found a train from St. 
Paul to Moline.  During the war, service men got prior-
ity on rail seats, but she was granted a seat. Getting her 
into the sleeping car on a stretcher proved difficult.  Ser-
vice men aided the transition, and she arrived in Moline 
none the worse for wear.  Her father had contacted Ed 
Habecker of Habecker Funeral Home in Washington, 
and Ed contrived with the government for rubber and 
Russ cadged gas ration stamps from friends and family. 
Ed and Russ loaded her into the back of the ambulance, 
and the trip home was uneventful.  In Lois’s words:

“I was at last home in bed in Washington.  Christmas 
came, and mom and dad simply left the front door open 
for visitors as they completed their social obligations. 
Since it was war time, our church had an interim, retired 
minister.  He and his wife decided to visit one afternoon.  
They walked in (mom and dad were gone).  I had just 
that minute situated myself on the bedpan.  They talked, 
and talked, and TALKED.  I sat!  Mom came home, and 
as it was almost dinner time, she invited them to stay.  
The wife got up to help mom in the kitchen, and the 
minister stayed to TALK!  3 hours – I was soooo happy 
when mom called him to the table.”

Lois found great humor in the everyday happenings.  
Her parents were staunch Republicans.  Jo was sur-
prised when Russ suggested they go see President John-

son land at the Peoria Airport.  Off they went in their 
brand new, two tone (Robin’s Egg blue and white) Deso-
to with snazzy white wall tires.  Russ and Jo were ear-
ly, got a good spot near the tarmac and watched as Air 
Force One taxied to the gate.  As Johnson descended 
the steps and political speeches began, Russ suggested 
they leave.  The airport had one way in and one way 
out so they slowly approached the exit.  Two state police 
on motorcycles waited, and as Russ and Jo approached, 
they jumped on their bikes and led them out.  The “pro-
cession” headed down Lincoln Avenue, and people 
held up signs waving and cheering.  As they passed, the 
bumper sticker proclaiming “Goldwater for President” 
moved the crowd to boo and jeer.  The motorcycle cops 
looked back and realized their mistake.  They sped back 
to the airport to meet and escort the President and his 
arcade.  Jo and Russ continued home wondering what 
had just happened.  The next day the newspaper did not 
mention the blue Desoto.

Lois kept all of her friends entertained and laughing.  
She was an integral part of the little theatre group. Pic-
tured below is the cast from Only an Orphan Girl.  She 
not only acted, she painted and designed sets and cos-
tumes.  She helped my mother make her costume (mom 
was the villain’s girlfriend) from actual curtains.  Laugh-
ter on stage during productions was often Lois’s fault.

She was a serious advocate of all good things and appre-
ciative of this community, her church and Washington 
Historical Society of which she was an early member. 
Our hats and heartfelt gratitude go out to this resound-
ing woman.  

Lois third from stage left.
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Your Kroger Plus Card helps us grow!

Here’s how to enroll:

1. Visit www.kroger.com/commu-
nityrewards

2. Scroll down to find your lo-
cation and click “Enroll Now”

3. Sign in to your online ac-
count, or create an account

4. Find and select our organization and click “Save”

You’ll start earning rewards for Washington Historical Society 
right away on qualifying purchases made using your Kroger 
Plus Card!

Learn more at www.kroger.com/communityrewards and thank 
you for your support.

Memorial Bricks in front of Dement- 
Zinser & Dr’s Museum to honor 
family, business, or a loved one. 

$100

How do I select a charitable organization to support when 
shopping on AmazonSmile?
On your first visit to AmazonSmile smile.amazon.com, you  
need to select a charitable organization to receive donations 
from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. We will re-
member your selection, and then every eligible purchase  
you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation. 

Please pick the Washington Historical Society (Washington, 
Illinois) as your Amazon Smile recipient.Ask your employer about matching funds.


