
Trinity Episcopal  Church Celebrates Arrival of a New Rector

The new rector at Trinity Episcopal Church in Portland was once found sleeping on the floor in the basement of the church!   He was a teenager at the time and very involved with Episcopal Youth and on a weekend retreat called TEC: Teens Encounter Christ. In the fall of 2020, in the midst of a pandemic, Trinity has called him to be their new priest, a new priest who, upon his arrival in Portland, could not even meet his parishioners because of Covid restrictions!

The Reverend J. Peter Swarr began his ministry at the Forest Avenue church by sitting down and calling every member listed on the membership list to introduce himself. Arriving in the beginning of Advent the first week in December, he began figuring a way for the church to have its usual Christmas Pageant and Christmas Eve services, via Zoom! 

Bill Green, the long-time host of  Bill Green’s Maine on WCSH, was the senior warden at Trinity and chair of the committee charged with the search for a new minister. Bill Green sent the first letter to the parish announcing the call for The Reverend J. Peter Swarr to be Trinity’s thirteenth rector.  In his letter, Green gave background information on the young man who would soon move his family to Portland and serve the historic church which was founded as a Sunday School in 1891.

Swarr is a native of Biddeford, Maine and a 1998 graduate of Kennebunk High School. He received his BA in History, Theology and Bible from Wheaton College in Illinois in 2002. He earned his Master of Divinity from the Virginia Theological Seminary in 2006.  He comes to Portland from East Longmeadow, MA where he had been rector at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church since 2009.  The Rev. Swarr brings with him his wife Angela, who grew up in Portland and attended Deering High School, and two young children.

Since his arrival at Trinity, Swarr has worked with the vestry and others to install the equipment necessary to live stream services on YouTube and Facebook. Bill Green, with his television background, has helped to guide Trinity’s transition from Zoom services to streamed services.  Palm Sunday, March 28, 2021, was the first day when “regathering of parishioners” began. By pre-registering with the office, a limited number of parishioners could worship in person at Trinity, masked and seated at appropriate distance by Covid restrictions.   

On Sunday, June 27,  a Celebration of New Ministry will happen at Trinity, with the Right Reverend Thomas Brown, Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Maine, present to welcome Peter Swarr’s new ministry here in Maine.
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Trinity Church, located at 580 Forest Avenue, is open to all. In-person services are held each Sunday at 10 a.m. with summer services to be at  9 am, July 4 through September 5.  All are welcome.
