
The Episcopal Church invites U.S. Episcopalians to help shape their future 

through civic engagement: The 2020 Census and election 

  

[February 20, 2020] In the United States, 2020 is a year for federal as well as state and local 

elections and, as the beginning of a new decade, the year for its decennial count of people living 

in the country. The Episcopal Church encourages U.S. Episcopalians to participate in both.  

  

Taking part in the census and voting are both a right and a responsibility. They are also part of 

the Christian calling to love one another. Each person benefits—and suffers—from how their 

community functions, thus each person carries a responsibility to engage the processes and 

mechanisms that help them function. 

  

Support the 2020 Census 

As an official partner of the United States 2020 Census, The Episcopal Church and 

Episcopalians can help make the count as accurate as possible. The census is a self-portrait of the 

United States. The U.S. Constitution requires the federal government count everyone living in 

the country every 10 years. The tally must include people of all ages, races, and ethnic groups; 

all citizens and non-citizens. Every household should complete a census form by April 1, 2020.  

  

The 2020 Census takes place March through July. This decennial count has a profound impact on 

the electoral system by determining how many Congressional seats are allocated to each state, as 

well as shaping how over 130 federal programs allocate funding and other resources to best serve 

the population.  

  

Census data is also a factor in calculating funding levels for schools, infrastructure projects, and 

certain services delivered by state and local governments. A more accurate count means that the 

U.S. government can more effectively respond to the needs of communities. 

  

As an official partner for the 2020 Census, The Episcopal Church is coordinating engagement 

with the Census Bureau across the United States. Research shows that a person is more likely to 

respond to the census if they hear about it from someone they trust, so individuals can help to 

promote filling out the census, paying particular attention to historically undercounted 

populations.  



  

See The Episcopal Church Office of Government Relations census engagement toolkit 

(https://episcopalchurch.org/OGR/civic-engagement) for ideas of how to engage, including 

Complete Count Committees (https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-

census/2020-census/complete_count.html) and educating others 

(https://episcopalchurch.org/files/ogr_2020_census_toolkit.pdf) on the importance of the census. 

  

Watch Presiding Bishop Curry's message (https://episcopalchurch.org/OGR/civic-engagement) 

about engagement with the 2020 Census. 

  

Engaging in the election process 

The U.S. election presents opportunities to participate in the democratic process to elect officials 

who have the responsibility of crafting new legislation and policies to improve the country and 

the world. Presiding Bishop Michael Curry encourages individuals to, “cast your vote, not on a 

partisan basis, not based on your biases, but vote your values. Vote the values of human dignity 

and equality. Vote the values of the rock on which this country was built. Vote.” 

  

The Episcopal Church Office of Government Relations Vote Faithfully toolkit 

(https://episcopalchurch.org/OGR/civic-engagement) provides guidance and resources on both 

casting an individual vote and helping others do the same. 

  

Find the census engagement toolkit, the Vote Faithfully toolkit, and other civic engagement 

resources here: https://episcopalchurch.org/OGR/civic-engagement 
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