
	

The Diocese of Maine will pay half of the $500 fee 
for participating churches. 

 
Upcoming launch dates:	 
September 16, 2018 (register by Aug. 3rd) 
January 27, 2019 (register by Dec. 7th) 
 
For more information contact: 
Jane Hartwell at jhartwell@episcopalmaine.org 
Jay Sidebotham, RenewalWorks Director, 
jsidebotham@renewalworks.org  
Visit www.RenewalWorks.org  
 
For recommendations from Mainers who have used 
RenewalWorks, contact Rev. Rita Steadman, Jane 
Hartwell or Rev. Larry Weeks. 

RenewalWorks, a ministry of Forward 
Movement, offers a process to gain insight into 
the spiritual health and the potential for 
spiritual growth in congregations. This process 
includes an assessment (an online inventory) 
and a set of workshops for congregational 
leaders to understand the results of the 
inventory and to map out an action plan in 
response. Members of the RenewalWorks staff 
provide coaching and suggest resources, but 
people within the congregation lead the work. 
RenewalWorks is much more than just a 
program; it offers a much-needed diagnosis for 
a challenged denomination and follows up 
with the encouragement of proven catalysts 
that can make a difference in the life of a 
church.  

by remembering Jesus’ basic teaching, reconnecting with a call to 
discipleship, focusing on growing hearts, and transforming the 
church, one person at a time.

The RenewalWorks Process
The RenewalWorks process leverages ten years of research that reveals 
key characteristics of vital congregations. This research emerges 
from work with more than 1,800 churches, including 100 Episcopal 
congregations, and almost 500,000 congregants.

The RenewalWorks process begins with an anonymous, confidential, 
online inventory (or survey) taken by congregants that explores 
the individuals’ spiritual life. Responses are then viewed as a group, 
providing a snapshot of the spiritual vitality of the congregation. 
The results of the inventory are delivered to a small workshop team 
composed of members of the congregation. The congregation’s 
workshop team considers the findings and responds to key questions 
over the course of four workshops:

Introducing RenewalWorks, 
a way to engage the big questions 
for your own spiritual journey, 
and for your congregation.

An offering of Forward Movement, RenewalWorks helps churches 
chart a course of deeper spiritual growth, experienced through a 
growing love of God and neighbor. When Jesus was asked what 
must be done to inherit eternal life, his answer was simple, even 
if it wasn’t always easy. He turned to his own scriptures, affirming 
that loving God and neighbor were the heart of the matter. 

He answered, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your 
neighbor as yourself.”   Luke 10:27

That key to vitality in the spiritual life has 
not changed. It holds the key to changing 
our own lives, our churches, and our world.

Why RenewalWorks Matters
Our congregations face considerable 
challenges. Attendance and giving are in 
decline, and increasing numbers of people 
are moving away from the church. How 
can we move forward in these changing 
times? What are we we called to do 
and be? RenewalWorks offers a way for 
congregations to address these questions 

1. If life is a spiritual journey,  
where are you?

2. Where is your congregation?
3. Where do you feel called to go?
4. How will you get from there to here?

Workshop team members consider 
research-based best practices of vital 
congregations and explore ways those practices might take root in 
their own congregations. Leveraging the findings, congregations 
implement changes in ways that make sense for their church and 
context.

What Participants Are Saying
RenewalWorks invites our people into a courageous conversation 
about what it means to have a relationship with God in Christ. For 
too long, we’ve shied away from these conversations in The Episcopal 
Church, and we’ve lost touch with basic insights into the terrain of 
faith. RenewalWorks opens doors that we didn’t realize were shut, 
with an unflinching assessment of our spiritual health and practical 
suggestions for moving out of a lack of engagement that, for too 
many, defines a life of faith.

– The Rt. Rev. Mariann Edgar Budde,  
Bishop, Episcopal Diocese of Washington 

RenewalWorks has come along at the right time as parish leaders 
are looking for ways to deepen the discipleship of their congregants. 
It offers concrete help in analyzing where people are in their life of 
faith and then provides thoughtful possibilities for ways of deepening 
formation in Christ.  It is all very timely and exciting!

– The Rev. Carol Anderson,
Former Rector, All Saints, Beverly Hills, Calif.

This is not a “one size fits all” boxed program. It is, instead, a process 
for measuring the spiritual vitality of a community and discerning 
a unique, local way forward.  After a year of RenewalWorks at Saint 
John’s, there are discernible signs of individual growth among us.

– The Rev. John Sewell,  
Rector, St. John’s Episcopal Church, Memphis, Tenn.

If life is a spiritual 
journey, where are you?

How will you get 
there from here?

What does it cost?
The RenewalWorks process (congregational inventory and 
delivery of results) costs $500. RenewalWorks coaches are available 
for consult by phone or online. Onsite visits from RenewalWorks 
coaches and resource materials for the workshop team are 
available at additional costs.

How is RenewalWorks related to Forward Movement?
RenewalWorks is an offering of Forward Movement to help 
congregations reach deeper levels of spiritual vitality. Inspiring 
disciples and empowering evangelists around the globe every day, 
Forward Movement has been producing excellent, innovative 
resources to encourage spiritual growth in individuals and 
congregations since 1935. RenewalWorks serves Forward 
Movement’s mission to inspire disciples and equip evangelists in 
Episcopal congregations. 

More information:
For more information on RenewalWorks, visit 
www.RenewalWorks.org or contact:

The Rev. Jay Sidebotham
Director of RenewalWorks
jsidebotham@renewalworks.org

An Offering of Forward Movement

Where do you feel 
called to go?

Where is your 
congregation?
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