Pioneer High School girls soccer team defeats crosstown rivals Woodland High School in GEL clash
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When crosstown rivals play, previous records and head-to-heads can’t really be considered.
That was certainly the case Thursday night as the Pioneer High School girls varsity soccer team struggled early on but eventually found a way to continue their quest for a third straight Golden Empire League title when they defeated crosstown rivals Woodland High School 4-0.
Two goals in the first half and two more in the second half were enough for the Patriots to remain undefeated on the season, but it wasn’t as easy as the score indicated. The young Wolves team, led by assistant coach Carlos Pimentel who filled in for a sick James Pierce, came out with real energy and desire. Despite being down by two goals at halftime, they never gave up.
“I think Woodland really showed up to play tonight and put up a great fight,” Pioneer head coach Marco Mendoza said. “They made some adjustments after their last game and really gave us a hard time even with them missing a few good players.”
The Patriots (4-0, 2-0 GEL) came into Thursday night’s “Woodland Classico” at the Woodland Community & Senior Center fresh off a 17-0 win over Mesa Verde in the GEL opener on Tuesday.
Senior Carla Brambila led the way with four goals in the massive win, while Galilea Bolivar, Jayda Morrow, Isabella Mousakheel and Camille Salazar each scored two goals. Cristina Garcia, Gabriela Vega, Miah Puente and Samantha Rivera also added a goal.
In the two games before, the Patriots cruised to a 9-0 win over Fairfield on Nov. 30 and a 5-0 win over Wood in the season opener on Nov. 28.

The Wolves (0-4, 0-2 GEL) came into the matchup on opposite form, highlighted by an 8-0 road loss to Dixon this past Tuesday. Their two games prior were a 4-0 loss to Vanden on Nov. 30 and an 8-0 loss to Inderkum on Nov. 28.
“Woodland had a great sense of being able to connect with one another tonight,” the Patriots’ Galilea Bolivar said. “Their passes were very accurate and they weren’t just clearing the ball every time. They were really composed against us and even though we scored early, they didn’t give up and stuck to their plan. It was a great game and I think they have come together as a team since last year.”
Pioneer took an early lead on a corner kick from Bolivar straight to her favorite target Carla Brambila, who calmly converted the pass into the net to make it 1-0.
Things remained calm until the 25th minute when Bolivar intercepted a goal kick, quickly gained possession and passed it to Brambila. Brambila, who felt generous from her goal earlier, paid it forward on a through ball into the Wolves box to a streaking Salazar. Salazar configured the ball onto her right foot and sent in a low shot to the keeper’s left and into the back of the net, making it 2-0.
Following the halftime break, Pioneer looked to control the rest of the game. They did so with possession, and in the 23rd minute of the second half, they’d make it 3-0. Sophomore Mia Villareal would gain possession of the ball near mid-field and explode toward the Woodland goal. After shrugging off a defender, she unleashed a shot on goal that bounced through the Wolves’ defenders and keeper and into the net.
Pioneer had been pressing to find the perfect goal, but head coach Marco Mendoza encouraged his players to shoot and force the keeper to make a save and see what happens. The encouragement paid off.
“My girls played well, but we still miss a lot of shots, so we have to make sure we take advantage of our opportunities,” Mendoza said.
Pioneer went for one more goal with the scoreline nearly out of reach. Bolivar, who had been all over the dangerous parts of the field decided it was time for her goal. She gained possession, drove into the box and created enough space to unleash a fierce shot right at the Wolves goalie, who had been busy but fantastic all night, parrying a barrage of Patriots shots.
This time, however, the rebound was too far from her gasp as Bolivar seized the loose ball and sent a shot into the top left corner of the net for the fourth and final goal of the game.
The Patriots will stay at home on Monday and take on Mira Loma at 6 p.m. before a non-league clash against Winters on Thursday at 4 p.m.
“I think going forward, we need to continue connecting on our passes and our finishing needs to be more accurate,” Bolivar admitted. “Conditioning will help with that. Sometimes we get possession near the goal, but we are so tired and end up blasting the ball over the net.”
Next for the Wolves will be a Monday road league clash against Rio Linda, set for 6 p.m., before a non-league road matchup against Wood on Wednesday.

