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A Message From the Head of School 
The first of August is already behind us, and I hope everyone has been able to find some time to let the warm 
and sunny days of summer bring some joy into what has been and continues to be a challenging and too often 
discomfiting time for us all. I have never been more proud of our community than I have been these past several 
months; I cannot thank you all enough for the support you’ve shown each other, for the compassion you’ve 
evinced time and time again, and for your continued dedication to our school’s mission, vision, and core values. 
Thank you from the bottom of my heart … merci du fond du coeur. 

This guide outlines FASPS’s back-to-school planning for the 2020–2021 school year in response to the covid-19 
pandemic. Like everyone, we continue to follow and learn from what’s happening locally, nationally, and 
internationally. FASPS will go above and beyond all DCYF, OSPI, and CDC guidance for its health and safety 
measures. We acknowledge and respect the need to remain flexible when navigating such changeable waters, 

and we understand our community’s desire for clarity and decisiveness, especially now with the first day of classes so near on the horizon. 
It is our hope that this guide, which we will continue to update as needed, will give our community the clarity it needs. 

The foundation of all of our planning from the very first decision we made back in January to cancel our May 2020 Grade 8 trip to China has 
been the health and safety of our students, of our faculty and staff, and of our community. Close behind our commitment to health and 
safety has been our commitment to providing our harmonized, bilingual program. These two commitments have underpinned and 
informed every planning decision we have considered and made since then, and they will continue to do so in the days, weeks, and months 
ahead. We are committed to working together as a community, and we will continue to depend on your commitment to this community, 
for it is as a community that we will weather this storm, coming out stronger than we have ever when it has passed. 

Our Primary Goals & Guiding Principles 
Our primary goals and guiding principles, which are informed by our mission (to challenge students to excel academically and thrive in 
French, American, and international cultures), by our vision (to inspire the next generation of global citizens to learn, understand, and act 
wisely in a multicultural world), and by our core values (excellence, integrity, cultural agility, and community), are the following: 

1. Mitigate risk and prevent the spread of virus to the best of our ability in order to ensure a learning environment that is as safe and 
healthy as possible for our students, faculty, and staff. 

2. Offer our harmonized, bilingual program through in-person learning whenever possible, understanding that some aspects may 
look different, but that our students will continue to benefit from the excellence of our program. 

3. Support our students’ social and emotional learning by adapting and strengthening our program with the partnership of our 
families. 

Our Community’s Commitment, Each to One Another 
To keep our community as healthy and safe as possible, we are implementing changes to our physical spaces, protocols, policies, and 
procedures. Maintaining a healthy campus environment is a collective effort that will take the vigilance, cooperation, and commitment of 
our entire community both on and off campus. We must all commit to staying home when sick; to wearing face coverings; to maintaining 
physical distancing; to frequently washing our hands; to cleaning and sanitizing surfaces frequently; to avoiding touching our eyes, nose, 
and mouths; to covering our coughs and sneezes with disposable tissues that we immediately throw away; to avoiding as much physical 
contact as possible; and to not gathering in groups, even if physical distancing. It is imperative that we partner together to ensure students 
limit their exposure both during the school day and while off campus in order to mitigate the spread of disease. 

This guide is not meant to be an exhaustive or definitive look at the coming school year. Instead, our hope and desire is that it will give our 
community the clarity and direction we all need to drive us forward with a renewed sense of confidence and self-assuredness. Please read 
it closely (together with your students if you are a parent), continue to send us your questions and concerns, and join us for one of our 
upcoming back-to-school e-townhalls. 

Thank you, and warm regards, 

Eric Thuau 
Head of School 
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Academic 
Program 

RETURN TO TOC 

FASPS families will have access to our harmonized, bilingual program through the 
following three learning modes in the 2020–2021 school year: 1) On-campus 
Learning; 2) Remote Learning; and 3) Distance Learning. As much as feasible, the 
FASPS on-campus / remote learning and distance learning programs will coherently 
correspond and transition. 

1) On-campus Learning: In order to comply with health and safety requirements and 
provide onsite learning to all of our families, FASPS has leased additional space / a 
second campus to be able to welcome all of our students back to campus five days a week whenever 
possible. Students will learn in cohorts, and student learning experiences will comprise a blend of 
direct and alternative instructional modes. 

2) Remote Learning (When On-campus Learning IS an Option): Remote learning is a general term to 
describe learning organized off campus. Remote learning is an accommodation provided primarily for 
families with household members who have medical conditions that prevent the FASPS student from 
coming onto campus. Remote learning will include an online component and activities that students 
will complete wherever they reside. Part of remote learning will include the involvement of remote-
learning students with their on-campus classrooms. FASPS will be experimenting with different 
technologies both to achieve this goal and to determine the most effective balance between on-
campus-classroom interactions and off-campus learning activities. FASPS seeks to offer a remote-
learning experience similar to that provided to on-campus students. Experiential discrepancies related 
to the home environment, to a student’s adaptation to remote learning, and to his or her level of 
engagement are likely to occur, and communication and support between faculty and families will be 
an essential component of this option’s success. Remote-learning students will have some 
opportunities to engage with teachers and on-campus students through our current and anticipated 
software. Remote-learning students (and their teachers) will not be asked to be online throughout the 
entire school day. Specific direct instruction times, as well as mandatory activities, will be recorded, 
and student participation will be required. Remote-learning students will have their cameras turned 
on at these times. The time spent online will be age-appropriate and communicated to parents by 
teachers. The remainder of the school day will consist of students completing the same or similarly 
designed activities and tasks that on-campus students will be engaging in. Remote-learning students 
will use the same learning management platforms as on-campus students, and their learning activities 
and tasks will be differentiated as needed and evaluated. 

3) Distance Learning (When On-campus Learning Is NOT an Option): FASPS’s Distance Learning 
Program (DLP) will be activated if and when the school is mandated to close its campus (or we deem it 
necessary); if and when we experience a critical shortage of faculty and staff; or if and when we have 
covid-19 cases on campus. DLP classes will be recorded and made available to families. Students are 
required to participate synchronously with their cameras on. Our online schedule and DLP guide have 
been revised to address feedback from our families. DLP schedules will incorporate larger-group and 
small-group learning forums, as well as student learning times with activities and tasks assigned for 
completion. FASPS faculty will work with families to differentiate learning and provide feedback. 
Clarity about learning management platforms will be provided within the DLP guide. Learning 
activities and tasks will continue to be evaluated and assessed by teachers. 

Athletics 
Program 

RETURN TO TOC 

FASPS’s Athletics Program has been suspended until further notice. 
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Before 
Entering 
Campus 

Buildings 
RETURN TO TOC 

A trained employee will administer a daily health screening for every individual 
wishing to enter any campus building or office. Parents should only be on 
campus to drop off and pick up their student(s) and may not deviate from the 
designated path while on campus. A health screening line will form outside the 
respective entrances. Students should not exit their vehicles until a spot opens 
up in the health screening line. Everyone must wait for clearance before 
entering any FASPS building. Arrival times for families will be staggered, and 
morning drop-off procedures for families will be communicated before the 
start of school. Students who ride the FASPS bus will be screened before boarding the bus. 

Before 
Leaving 

Home to 
Come to 
Campus 
RETURN TO TOC 

All employees, parents, and students are required to check their temperatures at 
home before coming to campus. If an individual has a fever of 100°F / 38°C or 
higher, that person must not come to campus. Everyone’s temperature will be 
checked again before gaining access to any FASPS building using an infrared 
touch-free device during the on-campus health screening. Parents must ensure 
they do not send a child to school if the child has covid-19 symptoms (see 
“Covid-19 Symptoms), or is lab-confirmed with covid-19, or has been in close 
contact with someone who is lab-confirmed covid-19 positive. Anyone in a 
household who has been notified by the Department of Health that they were in contact with an 
individual infected with covid-19 must notify FASPS as soon as possible. Based on the circumstance, 
the family may be asked to keep their student home from school for 14 days. During this time, the 
student will be able to attend classes remotely (see “Remote Learning”). 

Bus Service 
RETURN TO TOC 

In 2020–2021, we are encouraging our families to drive their children to school 
and drop them off and pick them up in the carpool lane. Families from 
different households must not carpool together unless their children are in the 
same cohort group (see “Student Cohorts”). We are committed to trying to 
find solutions for families who have indicated that FASPS bus service is critical 
to their student’s attendance. Following are some of the protocols we will be 
following with respect to bus service: 

• Students will be required to use hand sanitizer upon boarding the bus and will be seated in 
separate rows except for those in the same household. 

• Students and drivers must wear face coverings at all times while on the bus. 
• Windows will be opened to allow outside air to circulate in the bus. 
• Buses will be thoroughly cleaned after each bus trip, focusing on high-touch surfaces. During 

cleaning, windows will be opened to allow for additional ventilation and airflow. 
• A daily morning health screening will be administered before students board the bus. 
• The adult dropping the student at the bus will need to stay with student until the health 

screening is completed and the student has been admitted onto the bus. 

Campus 
Closures 
RETURN TO TOC 

FASPS will abide by all government school closure mandates. FASPS may need 
to close its campus or parts of its campus should we have confirmed cases of 
covid-19 or should we have a shortage of faculty and staff due to covid-19 or 
other illness. There may be scenarios where, though we are not mandated to 
close, we may choose to close based on internal and/or external health 
indicators. 
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Campus 
Visitors 

RETURN TO TOC 

Nonessential visitors will not be allowed on campus. All essential visitors will need 
to arrange all approved visits with administrative staff responsible for campus 
safety or their designee. If permission is granted, visitors must follow all health 
screening and safety requirements and be accompanied by a staff member for 
the duration of their time on campus. All visitors who are allowed on campus 
will be screened to determine if they have covid-19 symptoms, are lab-
confirmed with covid-19, or have had close contact with an individual who is 
lab-confirmed with covid-19. 

Classrooms 
RETURN TO TOC 

FASPS will follow, at a minimum, DCYF, OSPI, and CDC guidance with respect to 
physical distancing within classrooms, setting up each classroom with desks and 
workstations six feet apart and facing the same direction where possible and 
practicable. New procedures will be implemented for entering and exiting 
rooms and accessing restrooms to ensure physical distancing guidelines are 
maintained throughout the day. Floor markings will be in place to assist 
students when moving around campus. 

Cleaning for 
Health 

RETURN TO TOC 

According to the Washington State Department of Health, “cleaning” removes 
dirt and most germs (“In the classroom, cleaning is the focus”), “sanitizing” 
reduces germs to safe levels, and “disinfecting” kills most germs, depending on 
the type of chemical, and only when used as directed on the label. FASPS’s 
cleaning protocols are followed by our faculty and staff, by our nightly cleaning 
crew, and by our daily porter cleaning crew. Following are only some of our rigorous 
cleaning and sanitizing protocols: 

• High-touch surfaces, including door handles and levers, will be cleaned and sanitized before and 
after use as possible or twice during the school day. 

• Classroom surfaces will be cleaned and sanitized during the school day and after school. 
• Restrooms will be cleaned and sanitized during the school day and after school. 
• School supplies will be distributed to students for individual use. Materials that must be shared 

will be cleaned between uses. 

Close 
Contacts 

RETURN TO TOC 

According to the CDC, a close contact for covid-19 is defined as “any individual 
who was within six feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes starting 
from two days before illness onset (or, for asymptomatic patients, two days 
prior to positive specimen collection) until the time the patient is isolated.” We 
will consider all members of a classroom cohort as close contacts despite the 
fact that physical distancing and face coverings will be maintained within 
cohorts. 

Common 
Areas 

RETURN TO TOC 

Common areas are any spaces used by more than one cohort of students or 
more than three employees at any time (hallways, restrooms, shared rooms 
that are not your assigned classroom, kitchens, etc.). Common areas will be 
limited with respect to use to the maximum extent possible. 

Community 
Events 

RETURN TO TOC 

To protect the health of our community, all FASPS meetings, gatherings, and celebrations will either 
be cancelled, postponed, or held virtually until further notice. If a meeting must 
take place in person, the following safety precautions must be observed: obey 
physical distancing guidelines; meet outside or open doors and windows if 
possible; wear face coverings; do not share materials or equipment; and clean 
and sanitize all surfaces used before and after the meeting. 
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Covid-19 
Case on 
Campus 
RETURN TO TOC 

If a student shows any symptoms of covid-19 while on campus (see “Covid-19 
Symptoms”), classroom faculty or staff will contact health staff, who will come to 
the classroom and take the student to the isolation room. Health staff will 
contact the student’s parents and ask them to come pick up their child. The 
cleaning crew will be contacted, and a different classroom will be used for the 
rest of the day and until cleaning is complete. Parents of the student will be 
informed of what they need to do, and parents of the student’s cohort will be 
informed by email and phone / text of any action they need to take. FASPS’s covid-19 
site coordinator will initiate the appropriate contact tracing procedures. For further details, see 
FASPS’s “Covid-19 Prevention and Response Plan,” which we will make available to parents. 

Covid-19 Site 
Coordinator 

RETURN TO TOC 

If a student or a member of your household tests positive for covid-19, a parent or 
guardian must notify FASPS as soon as possible by contacting Victoria Paolacci-
Mellor, FASPS’s covid-19 site coordinator, at VictoriaP@FASPS.org. This 
information will remain confidential and will allow FASPS to engage in effective 
contact tracing procedures to limit possible infection of others. 

Covid-19 
Symptoms 

RETURN TO TOC 

Possible covid-19 symptoms include the following: fever of 100°F / 38°C or higher • 
chills • cough • headache • fatigue • muscle or body aches • shortness of breath or 
difficulty breathing • new loss of taste or smell • sore throat • congestion or runny 
nose • nausea or vomiting • diarrhea 

Covid-19 
Testing 

RETURN TO TOC 

We strongly recommend everyone who will be entering any FASPS campus building 
regularly upon the return to on-campus learning be tested no earlier than 72 
hours prior to their first time back (click here for a listing of free covid-19 testing 
locations from Public Health — Seattle & King County). 

Distance 
Learning 
Program 

RETURN TO TOC 

(see “Academic Program”) 

mailto:VictoriaP@FASPS.org
https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/care/testing/locations.aspx
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Drop-off & 
Pick-up 

RETURN TO TOC 

Parents should only be on campus to drop off and pick up their student(s) and may 
not deviate from the designated path while on campus. Parents must limit the 
time spent on campus when picking up and dropping off students. Parents 
should limit the number of people dropping off and picking up students; we 
recommend the same person drop off and pick up as much as possible. Drop-
off and pick-up times will be staggered to avoid large groups arriving at the 
same time. Parents dropping off their student need to stay with him or her and 
ensure he or she adheres to health and safety requirements (face coverings, etc.) until he/she has 
passed the health screening and has been admitted into the building. Preschool parents will continue 
to escort their children to their classrooms (per DCYF) while adhering to our health screening 
protocols. Specific drop-off and pick-up protocols will be communicated before the start of school. 

Enrichment 
Classes 

RETURN TO TOC 

We will be safeguarding our students’ health and safety in the coming school 
year by limiting the number of visitors to each of our two campuses. As a result, 
we will only be able to offer virtual Enrichment classes in the 2020–2021 school 
year, and, because they will be virtual, we will likely only be able to offer them 
to students in Kindergarten through Grade 8.  

Essential 
Workers 

RETURN TO TOC 

In case we need to close our campus, we will offer on-campus supervision of the 
children of essential workers (click here for guidance from Washington State) 
while they participate in our Distance Learning Program (see “Academic 
Program”), understanding that we may need to limit the number of students we 
are able to welcome onto campus depending on space and staffing limitations. 

Face 
Coverings 

RETURN TO TOC 

All members of the community are required to wear a face covering at all times 
while on school premises. Cloth face coverings must be laundered daily. 
Students should bring two face coverings each day and have them labeled with 
their name. If a student loses, damages, or soils his or her face coverings, we will 
replace them with a disposable mask provided by FASPS. Individuals are allowed 
to remove their face coverings during mealtimes, or in an office or a classroom 
alone with the door closed. Face coverings are required while engaged in recess 
and outdoor activities unless the individual is taking a designated “mask break” and at 
least six feet from any other individual. Follow the proper steps to put on and remove your face 
covering. Employees must wash their hands before handling their or a student’s face covering. 

Face Shields 
RETURN TO TOC 

According to the CDC, “It is not known if face shields provide any benefit as 
source control to protect others from the spray of respiratory particles. CDC 
does not recommend use of face shields for normal everyday activities or as a 
substitute for cloth face coverings.” Face shield might be used as an 
alternative: 

• For those with a disability that prevents them from comfortably wearing 
or removing a face covering. 

• For those with certain respiratory conditions or trouble breathing. 
• For those who are deaf or hard of hearing and use facial and mouth movements as part of 

communication. 
• For those advised by a medical, legal, or behavioral health professional that wearing a face 

covering may pose a risk to that person. 

Individuals are welcome and encouraged to wear face shields in addition to their face coverings. 

https://coronavirus.wa.gov/what-you-need-know/essential-business
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Field Trips & 
Overnight 

Trips 
RETURN TO TOC 

FASPS is suspending all field trips and overnight trips for the 2020–2021 school 
year. 

Front Desk 
RETURN TO TOC 

FASPS’s front desk at the Mercer Island campus has been removed to improve 
physical distancing and traffic flow. There will be no front desk at the Bellevue 
campus. 

Garderie 
RETURN TO TOC 

We are still determining what before- and after-school care (including Middle School 
Office Hours), including precise daily times, will look like. Drop-in before- and after-
school care will not be available for any grade. All students will have to be picked up 
at their designated time unless they are preregistered for after-school care. 

Handwashing 
RETURN TO TOC 

Everyone must practice good hand hygiene, washing hands often with soap and 
water for at least 20 seconds — especially after being in a public place, or after 
blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. Hand sanitizer containing at least 
60% alcohol will be available at each entrance and will be required for 
everyone wishing to enter any FASPS building. In addition, hand sanitizer will 
be available in every classroom, and students and teachers will be encouraged 
to use it frequently (cover all surfaces of your hands and rub them together until 
they feel dry). Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands. 
Students, faculty, and staff should also wash hands or use hand sanitizer after they have touched 
something another person recently touched, before and after eating, and before and after using the 
restroom. Young students will be instructed in good handwashing techniques, and all students will be 
given frequent opportunities to wash their hands during the day. 

Health Room 
RETURN TO TOC 

FASPS has converted the faculty and staff lunchroom at the Mercer Island campus into the health 
room, with access limited to students whose symptoms are different from 
covid-19 symptoms. There will be a health room at the Bellevue campus as 
well. A separate isolation room will be available for students with covid-19 
symptoms on both campuses. Access to the health and isolation rooms will 
depend on the situation and will be decided by health and safety staff with the 
assistance of the administration. When a student has regular symptoms of illness 
or injury, classroom faculty will contact the health staff who will come to the classroom to assess the 
student and check his/her temperature. Any further treatment will also be done in the classroom. If 
any student has a fever > 100°F / 38°C or needs to go home for any other health reason, he or she will 
be taken to the health room, and his or her parents will be contacted. 
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Health 
Screening 
Questions 

RETURN TO TOC 

The following health screening questions will be asked daily of all faculty, staff, 
students, and essential visitors wishing to enter any school building: 

1. Have you taken your temperature at home before coming to campus and 
was it lower than 100°F / 38°C? 

2. For preschool students: Has the student washed his or her hands? 
3. Do you or have you had any of the following symptoms: fever of 100°F / 38°C 

or higher, chills, cough, headache, fatigue, muscle or body aches, shortness 
of breath or difficulty breathing, new loss of taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, 
nausea or vomiting, diarrhea in the past 14 days? 

4. Within the past 14 days, have you had contact (see “Close Contacts”) with anyone that you know 
had covid-19 or covid-19-like symptoms? 

5. Have you had a positive covid-19 test for active virus in the past 10 days? 
6. Within the past 14 days, has a public health or medical professional told you to self-monitor, self-

isolate, or self-quarantine because of concerns about covid-19 infection? 
7. Have you travelled (lived in or visited) internationally or nationally where a covid-19 spike is 

underway within the last 14 days? 

After a comprehensive screening, and if none of the above questions is answered Yes, the individual 
may enter the campus building. Parents dropping off their student cannot leave campus until the 
student has passed the health screening and has been admitted into the building. 

Health, 
Safety & DLP 

Orientation 
RETURN TO TOC 

Compulsory health, safety, and distance learning program orientations are 
scheduled for Tuesday, August 25, 5:30–7:00pm (for Middle School families), 
Wednesday, August 26, 5:30–7:00pm (for Kindergarten – Grade 5 families), 
and Thursday, August 27, 5:30–7:00pm (for Preschool families). 

Isolation 
Room 

RETURN TO TOC 

FASPS will have a dedicated isolation room where students with possible covid-
19 symptoms will be looked after at both the Mercer Island and Bellevue 
campuses. 

Isolation vs. 
Quarantine 

RETURN TO TOC 

“Isolation” is the separation of a sick individual with a contagious disease from 
people who are not sick. “Quarantine” is the separation and restriction of the 
movement of an individual who was exposed to a contagious disease to see if he 
or she becomes sick. This individual may have been exposed to a disease and not 
know it, or he or she may have the disease and not show symptoms. 

Library 
RETURN TO TOC 

At the Mercer Island campus, only the librarian will have physical access to the 
library; no faculty, staff, or students will be given access to the library. Faculty will 
request books from the library by emailing the librarian, who will then deliver 
boxes of books to the classrooms. Books will be wiped down before being 
returned to the library. The same principles will be applied at the Bellevue 
campus. 
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Lunch 
RETURN TO TOC 

For K–8 students, all lunch bags will be kept in the student’s backpack (see “Personal Belongings”). 
Lunch bags for preschool students will either be placed on top of the cubbies 
or left in the student’s backpack, always separated from other lunch bags to 
prevent cross contamination. Eating tables will be cleaned and sanitized before 
and after lunch. Students must be seated in accordance with physical 
distancing protocols and may not face one another. Food may not be shared for 
any reason. Clear physical barriers will be provided for student desks and used 
when students remove their face coverings to eat. 

MPR 
RETURN TO TOC 

FASPS’s Multi-purpose Room (MPR) at the Mercer Island campus will not be 
used for meetings; instead, meetings will be held virtually. The MPR will be 
used by preschoolers to practice their gross motor skills, with the appropriate 
cleaning and ventilation between cohort usage. 

On-campus 
Learning 

RETURN TO TOC 

(see “Academic Program”) 

Parking 
RETURN TO TOC 

Parking at the Mercer Island campus will be made available to our preschool 
families only. K–8 families can park while they are waiting for their health 
screening. Parking will be available at the Bellevue campus, and parents will be 
required to accompany their student to their health screening. 

Personal 
Belongings 

RETURN TO TOC 

Personal belongings should be kept to the bare minimum necessary. All personal 
belongings will be kept at hand or at home; all student possessions must remain 
with the student while they are on campus during the school day and must 
return home with them each day (no personal belongings will be left at school 
overnight). Students will not be allowed to store books, backpacks, laptops, or 
personal items at school. Students should not share items or toys. Items that 
cannot be easily cleaned and disinfected will be removed from the classroom. 
Classroom furniture will be set up to allow for physical distancing. Hallway hooks 
will not be used by students or employees. Families are encouraged to use small backpacks to limit 
space issues. Lockers will not be available. FASPS will ensure adequate supplies to minimize sharing of 
high-touch materials to the maximum extent possible (e.g., assigning each student their own art 
supplies, equipment), or we will limit the use of supplies and equipment to one cohort of students at 
a time, cleaning and disinfecting everything between uses. We will avoid sharing electronic devices, 
toys, books, and other games or learning aids. All necessary supplies will be available in the classroom 
each day. For K–8 students, lunch bags must be kept in backpacks. Lost and found items will be 
donated to charity on a weekly basis, and parents are encouraged to check with their students that 
they have their personal belongings on a daily basis. 
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Physical 
Distancing 

RETURN TO TOC 

According to the CDC, “Physical distancing means keeping a safe space between yourself and other 
people who are not from your household. To practice physical distancing, stay 
at least six feet from other people who are not from your household in both 
indoor and outdoor spaces.” All members of the FASPS community must 
adhere to physical distancing guidelines, which will be made explicit through 
written communication, physical symbols (signs and floor markings), verbal 
reinforcement, and behavior modelling. 

Public Health 
Resources & 

Guidance 
RETURN TO TOC 

FASPS follows guidelines and recommendations from the following agencies 
(among others): Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC); National 
Association of Independent Schools (NAIS); Northwest Association of 
Independent Schools (NWAIS); Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA); Public Health — Seattle & King County; Washington Federation of 
Independent Schools (WFIS); Washington Office of Superintendent of Public 
Instruction (OSPI); Washington State Department of Children, Youth & Families 
(DCYF); Washington State Department of Health (DOH). 

Recess 
RETURN TO TOC 

Recess will be restructured in order to abide by physical distancing, health and safety 
measures and protocols, and logistical changes. Students will be reminded of the 
need to abide by physical distancing guidelines during recess. Hand hygiene stations 
stocked with either soap, water, and paper towels (or alcohol-based hand sanitizer 
with a concentration of at least 60% alcohol) will be installed outside and must be 
used by all students and staff at the beginning and end of recess. Hand hygiene 
stations should also be used every time a shared item is touched. The recess 
schedule will be staggered by one cohort of students at a time to avoid 
interactions between cohorts. Play structures will not be used. 

Remote 
Learning 

RETURN TO TOC 

(see “Academic Program”) 

Restrooms 
RETURN TO TOC 

Restroom signs will be installed at the entrance to limit the number of students 
in the restroom at any one time, depending on the size of the restroom. In the 
communal preschool restrooms, certain toilets will be out of service to limit 
seating next to others. Preschool students will be encouraged to use in-
classroom toilets. 

School-
supplied 

Technology 
Devices 

RETURN TO TOC 

At this time, FASPS is not planning to provide devices (tablets or laptops) for our 
preschool families. We will be providing iPads for K–2 students, and Surface 
laptops for Grade 3–8 students. Device orientations will be provided for 
students new to those devices. 
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SJCC 
Facilities 

RETURN TO TOC 

(pending) 

Social 
Distancing 

RETURN TO TOC 

(see “Physical Distancing”) 

Student 
Cohorts 
RETURN TO TOC 

For on-campus learning, students will be assigned to self-contained cohorts. These are 
smaller cohorts than our typical class sizes to practice safe physical distancing 
and offer a high-quality learning environment. Our daily academic program is 
designed to minimize mixing and mingling among students while still providing 
FASPS’s harmonized bilingual program. To minimize vectors and possible viral 
spread, we will work to keep students in an intact group that does not interact 
or crossover with other classes / students. Programs will be temporarily 
modified to ensure the fewest faculty members possible interact with each student group. Where it is 
necessary for faculty to instruct multiple cohorts, these faculty will do so with increased PPE and 
physical distancing at all times. We will consider all members of a classroom cohort as close contacts. 

Students 
With Special 

Needs 
RETURN TO TOC 

In case we need to close our campus, if allowed to do so we will continue to accept 
students with special needs, understanding that we may need to limit the number of 
students depending on space and staffing limitations. FASPS defines students as 
having special needs if they have a 504 plan or an Individualized Educational Plan 
(IEP). Students with special needs will be supervised as they follow our Distance 
Learning Program (see “Academic Program”). 

Travel 
RETURN TO TOC 

Avoid nonessential travel. Families should review the CDC and Washington 
Department of Health travel health notices before undertaking any travel, 
particularly to an international destination. Students who have travelled outside 
the country, or nationally where a covid-19 spike is underway, will be asked to 
self-quarantine and attend school remotely for 14 days, as currently directed by 
federal and state governments. Students may return to campus after 14 days if no 
covid-19 symptoms emerge. If a student is traveling within two weeks of returning 
to school, please contact Victoria Paolacci-Mellor at VictoriaP@FASPS.org to discuss best practices for 
health and safety upon the student’s return. 

Ventilation 
and Outdoor 

Learning 
RETURN TO TOC 

At our Mercer Island campus, all air filters are selected, cleaned, and changed 
following CDC guidelines. Outdoor spaces will be utilized for learning as often 
as possible. When feasible and appropriate, FASPS will allow students to gather 
outside rather than inside due to the likely reduced risk of viral spread 
outdoors. Windows will be kept open as much as possible. At our Bellevue 
campus, all classrooms have doors to the outdoors. Each classroom has its own 
heating unit; there are no shared ventilation systems between classrooms. The 
windows at the Bellevue campus will be kept open as much as possible. 

mailto:VictoriaP@FASPS.org
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