
Tr i b a l  ga m i n g  h a s  b eco m e  a  co r n e r s t o n e  o f  eco n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  f o r  m a n y

N a t i v e  co m m u n i t i e s  a c ro s s  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s .  Re v e n u e  ge n e ra t ed  t h ro u g h

ga m i n g  s u p p o r t s  e s s e n t i a l  s e r v i ce s  s u c h  a s  ed u ca t i o n ,  h ea l t h ca re ,  h o u s i n g ,  a n d

i n f ra s t r u c t u re .  Fo r  m a n y  Tr i b a l  n a t i o n s ,  ga m i n g  i s  m o re  t h a n  a n  i n d u s t r y.  I t  i s  a

p a t h way  t o  s o v e re i g n t y,  s t a b i l i t y,  a n d  l o n g - t e r m  co m m u n i t y  s t re n g t h .

B eca u s e  ga m i n g  d i rec t l y  s u p p o r t s  t h e s e  c r i t i ca l  s y s t e m s ,  p ro t ec t i n g  co m m u n i t y

w e l l - b e i n g  i s  n o t  o p t i o n a l .  I t  i s  e s s e n t i a l .  W h e n  co m m u n i t i e s  a re  h ea l t h y,

ga m i n g  re m a i n s  s u s t a i n a b l e .  W h e n  co m m u n i t i e s  a re  s t r u g g l i n g ,  t h e  l o n g - t e r m

b e n e f i t s  o f  ga m i n g  a re  a t  r i s k .  S u p p o r t i n g  t h a t  b a l a n ce  req u i re s  m o re  t h a n  go o d

i n t e n t i o n s .  I t  req u i re s  e v i d e n ce - b a s ed  re s ea rc h  t h a t  h e l p s  co m m u n i t i e s

u n d e r s t a n d  r i s k ,  re s p o n d  ea r l y,  a n d  m a ke  i n f o r m ed  d ec i s i o n s .

A s  ga m i n g  co n t i n u e s  t o  e x p a n d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  ra p i d  g ro w t h  o f  s p o r t s  b e t t i n g

a n d  m o b i l e  p l a t f o r m s ,  t h e  l a n d s ca p e  i s  c h a n g i n g  q u i c k l y.  W h a t  wa s  o n ce  l i m i t ed

t o  p h y s i ca l  l o ca t i o n s  i s  n o w  a cce s s i b l e  a t  a n y  t i m e ,  f ro m  a n y w h e re .  Re s ea rc h

s u p p o r t ed  b y  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C e n t e r  f o r  Re s p o n s i b l e  G a m i n g  ( I C RG )  s h o w s

t h a t  a cce s s i b i l i t y,  f req u e n c y  o f  p l ay,  a n d  p e rce i v ed  co n t ro l  ca n  s i g n i f i ca n t l y

i n f l u e n ce  ga m b l i n g  b e h av i o r  ( I C RG ,  2 0 2 5 ) .  

T h e s e  c h a n ge s  b r i n g  o p p o r t u n i t y,  b u t  t h e y  a l s o  i n t ro d u ce  n e w  r i s k s .  Fa s t e r  p l ay,

co n s t a n t  a cce s s ,  a n d  t h e  n o r m a l i z a t i o n  o f  b e t t i n g  ca n  i n c rea s e  t h e  l i ke l i h o o d  o f

p ro b l e m a t i c  b e h av i o r,  o f t e n  b e f o re  i t  i s  reco g n i z ed  ( I C RG ,  2 0 2 5 ) .  Fo r  Tr i b a l

co m m u n i t i e s ,  w h e re  ga m i n g  re v e n u e s  s u p p o r t  e s s e n t i a l  s e r v i ce s ,  t h e s e  r i s k s  h av e

b ro a d e r  i m p l i ca t i o n s .  T h i s  i s  n o t  o n l y  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  i s s u e .  I t  i s  a  co m m u n i t y

i s s u e .
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WHY TRIBAL-SPECIFIC RESEARCH MATTERS

Most  ex i s t ing  gambl ing  re search  focuse s  on  the  genera l  popu la t ion .  I t  does  not

fu l l y  re f l ec t  the  l i ved  exper i ences ,  cu l tura l  va lue s ,  o r  communi ty  s t ructure s  o f

Tr iba l  na t ions .  Th i s  gap  mat ter s .

Without  re search  that  inc ludes  Ind igenous  per spect ive s ,  communi t i e s  a re  l e f t  to

make  dec i s ions  wi thout  a  comple te  under s tanding  o f  how gambl ing  behav ior s

deve lop  wi th in  the i r  own context .  Prevent ion  s t ra teg i e s  may  mi ss  the  mark .

Resource s  may  not  reach  the  peop le  who  need  them most .

Tr iba l  communi t i e s  a re  not  a l l  the  s ame ,  and  so lu t ions  cannot  be  one- s i ze - f i t s -

a l l .  Research  must  re f l ec t  the  d iver s i ty,  sovere ignty,  and  pr ior i t i e s  o f  each

nat ion .

THE ROLE OF ICRG IN SUPPORTING TRIBAL COMMUNITIES

The  Internat iona l  Center  for  Respons ib l e  Gaming  p lay s  a  c r i t i ca l  ro l e  by  funding

independent ,  ev idence -based  re search  on  gambl ing  behav ior  and  addic t ion .

ICRG-supported  s tud ie s  have  he lped  ident i fy  emerg ing  r i sk s ,  inc lud ing  those

a s soc ia ted  wi th  spor t s  be t t ing ,  and  have  contr ibuted  to  a  deeper  under s tanding

of  how prob lem gambl ing  deve lops  ( ICRG,  2025 ) .  

Expanding  th i s  work  to  inc lude  Tr iba l  communi t i e s  i s  a  nece s sa ry  next  s t ep .  I t

ensure s  tha t  re search  i s  not  on ly  accura te ,  but  a l so  re l evant .  I t  c rea te s

opportun i t i e s  to  deve lop  cu l tura l l y  in formed  s t ra teg i e s  tha t  a l i gn  wi th

communi ty  va lue s  and  pr ior i t i e s .

Th i s  i s  not  about  l imi t ing  Tr iba l  gaming .  I t  i s  about  s t rengthen ing  i t .  When

communi t i e s  have  acce s s  to  the  r ight  data  and  too l s ,  they  a re  be t te r  equ ipped  to

protec t  the i r  peop le  and  sus ta in  the  bene f i t s  tha t  gaming  prov ides .
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S U P P O RT I N G  C O M M U N I T Y- L E D  S O L U T I O N S

T h e  m o s t  e f f ec t i v e  s o l u t i o n s  co m e  f ro m  w i t h i n  t h e  co m m u n i t y.  Tr i b a l

l ea d e r s h i p ,  c u l t u ra l  k n o w l ed ge ,  a n d  l o ca l  e x p e r i e n ce  m u s t  g u i d e  t h e

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  re s p o n s i b l e  ga m i n g  s t ra t e g i e s .

T h i s  i n c l u d e s :

I n v e s t i n g  i n  c u l t u ra l l y  re l e va n t  p re v e n t i o n  a n d  ed u ca t i o n

E x p a n d i n g  a cce s s  t o  co m m u n i t y - b a s ed  s u p p o r t  a n d  t rea t m e n t

E n s u r i n g  I n d i ge n o u s  v o i ce s  a re  i n c l u d ed  i n  re s ea rc h  a n d  p o l i c y  d e v e l o p m e n t

Pa r t n e r s h i p s  w i t h  o rga n i z a t i o n s  l i ke  I C RG  ca n  s u p p o r t  t h e s e  e f f o r t s  b y

p ro v i d i n g  t h e  re s ea rc h  n eed ed  t o  g u i d e  a c t i o n ,  w h i l e  re s p ec t i n g  Tr i b a l

s o v e re i g n t y  a n d  l ea d e r s h i p .

L O O K I N G  A H E A D

Tr i b a l  ga m i n g  h a s  c rea t ed  rea l  a n d  l a s t i n g  b e n e f i t s  f o r  N a t i v e  co m m u n i t i e s .

P ro t ec t i n g  t h o s e  ga i n s  req u i re s  co n t i n u ed  a t t e n t i o n  t o  co m m u n i t y  w e l l - b e i n g

a n d  a  co m m i t m e n t  t o  i n f o r m ed  d ec i s i o n - m a k i n g .

Re s ea rc h  i s  n o t  j u s t  a  t o o l .  I t  i s  a  f o u n d a t i o n .  I t  h e l p s  co m m u n i t i e s  a n t i c i p a t e

c h a l l e n ge s ,  re s p o n d  e f f ec t i v e l y,  a n d  b u i l d  s t ra t e g i e s  t h a t  s u p p o r t  b o t h  eco n o m i c

g ro w t h  a n d  l o n g - t e r m  h ea l t h .

A s  t h e  ga m i n g  l a n d s ca p e  co n t i n u e s  t o  e v o l v e ,  i n v e s t i n g  i n  re s ea rc h  t h a t  re f l ec t s

Tr i b a l  e x p e r i e n ce s  a n d  p r i o r i t i e s  i s  n o t  j u s t  i m p o r t a n t .  I t  i s  n ece s s a r y.

To  l ea r n  m o re  a b o u t  re s p o n s i b l e  ga m i n g  re s ea rc h ,  v i s i t  i c rg . o rg .

http://icrg.org/
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