
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

RETURN TO PLAY PLANNING FOR VOLLEYBALL – MAY 26, 2020 

 

CURRENT STATUS 

 

 The OVA is not sanctioning any in-person volleyball activities at this time. 

 

 Training programs conducted via the internet or other social media that follow the social distancing 

guidelines recommended by Public Health Ontario have been added to our list of sanctioned 

activities.  

 

 If a Club or other OVA member takes part in volleyball activity that falls outside the boundaries of 

what is permitted by the Provincial Government and public health authorities, then that activity is not 

sanctioned by the OVA and will not be covered by OVA’s general liability and/or sport accident 

insurance policies. 

 

RETURN TO PLAY PLANNING 

 

As the governing body of volleyball in Ontario, the OVA is doing its part, taking the lead from the Provincial and Federal 

Government public safety and health advice. Premier Doug Ford released Ontario’s Reopening Plan that outlines the 

next steps in moving the province through the COVID-19 pandemic. The Ontario government has asked each sport to 

develop its own Return to Play Plan that meets health authority guidelines and government regulations. Ontario 

Volleyball is responsible for developing this plan for volleyball. 

 

Like you, we are keen to resume volleyball as quickly as possible; however, the OVA cannot jeopardize the safety of 

participants or the progress that has been made to flatten the COVID-19 curve in Ontario. We must return to playing 

volleyball in a phased and responsible manner and the OVA is working hard on what a phased approach might look like. 

Part of this process will involve consulting with our clubs, Volleyball Canada, other provincial associations and other 

sports. While we still do not have certainty, we have been advised of the following principles in developing out “Return 

to Play” policies: 

 

 

 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/reopening-ontario-after-covid-19


 

 

 

 

 Each Return to Play phase must adhere to all public health restrictions and government regulations 

 (e.g. physical distancing, no shared equipment, facility access). 

 All activity should limit group size to that set out by health authorities. 

 Outside activity is preferred over indoor activity. 

 Participant safety is paramount. Participants who have or show symptoms of a cold, flu or COVID-19, will not 

be permitted to participate. 

 Return to Play protocols and mitigation strategies must be adhered to in order to resume any volleyball 

activity. 

 

When the Return to Play plans have received the appropriate approval, the OVA will be sharing them with our members. 

We will need your support and adherence to these plans for our sport to be played safely and to minimize risk to all 

participants. 

 

As it becomes clearer what is permissible, we will be updating this webpage with information and providing appropriate 

resources, skills and activities for this new environment. Please check back for the latest information. 

 

We are looking forward to getting back on court as quickly as possible – but in the meantime, please play your part to  

keep our sport and players safe. 

 

Please note: None of the information made available on this site should take the place of, or be a substitute for, medical 

advice or official direction issued by government and/or public health officials. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ontariovolleyball.org/ova-response-to-coronavirus

