
SPIDERS AND CRICKETS AND BUGS – OH MY! 

 

Everyone with a basement or garage know by this time of year there are spider webs in the corners, 

menacing looking crickets bouncing around and creepy bugs everywhere.  The garage window sills are 

littered with dead critters.  It makes everyone want to stay out of the basement, even if it is beautifully 

finished.   

We found an inexpensive and highly effective 

solution.  Catchmaster Insect traps are available 

on Amazon for less than $1.00 each.  Open the 

package, fold the sides together and lay the traps 

around in your basement.  In short order, the 

traps will begin collecting all your troublesome, 

uninvited house guests.  We began using the 

traps this winter to deal with a persistent 

infestation of nasty looking crickets (they actually 

look more like spiders).  It took some time, but 

now the basement is completely cricket-free.  

These traps also lured in spiders, silverfish and 

other bugs.  

Here’s how it works:  An attractant on the inside 

of the boxes lures them in.  Then the sticky 

surface traps them.  We’re not actually sure what 

kills them, but they die.  Bugs are not very smart – they dutifully continue to crawl into the boxes even 

as they fill up with deceased brethren.  Once a box is full of dead bugs, you just pick it up and toss it out, 

without ever touching the sticky attractant, or the dead bugs.  Then put out a fresh trap.   

The traps are advertised as non-toxic and safe to use around pets and children.  Obviously, we cannot 

verify that claim, so if you have pets or small kids you should research that on your own. 

Catchmaster also sells solutions for larger pests (mice, lizards, snakes, etc.), but we have not tested 

them. 

Give them a try – we think you will be pleased. 
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