
Don’t Buy Anything with a Switch, Plug or Remote for 
Your Home Until You Read This! 
Okay, we understand you are tired of hearing about the vaunted “smart home”.  Perhaps you have tried 
out some supposedly smart devices, controllers or remotes, only to be disappointed by their complexity 
or limitations.  In the past, companies that build devices for the home lacked a common interface to 
program around.  Many created proprietary systems that did not work well with other products.  Tying 
these disparate systems together into a seamless experience became the province of home automation 
companies who attempted to build universal controllers to control disparate systems.  This approach 
was often expensive and could be maddeningly complex.   

Well, a new day is here, thanks to the rapid adoption of inexpensive voice-controlled home assistant 
devices by Amazon, Google, Apple and others.  These come in the form of speakers, but they are more 
importantly listeners.  What has changed?  Now that smart speakers have achieved irreversible critical 
mass, it has become essential for product manufacturers and programmers to ensure that all their new 
devices can be controlled by one or all the top speakers.  In fact, it would be business malpractice to 
design a device that DOES NOT allow smart speaker control. 

What devices are we talking about?  Pretty much anything that runs on electricity or batteries.  These 
include TV’s, audio systems and speakers, lights, thermostats, window blinds, ceiling fans, garage doors, 
smart locks, kitchen appliances, pool and spa controllers and many more. 

We are not recommending that you make a large commitment of time, energy and money to automate 
your home today – it will probably get easier the longer you wait.  What we are suggesting is that you 
consider future automation when shopping for products that you want today.  Basically, you are looking 
for products with built in WIFI capabilities.  If they are “certified” to work with the top smart speakers 
you are assured that an interface has been built that will allow you to control the device with your voice 
when the time is right for you.  

Are you intimidated by technology or been burned by supposedly smart devices in the past?  Start with 
a very small investment and then go for the low hanging fruit in terms on connecting devices.  For 
example, the price of an Alexa Dot (under $50) is worth the money just for setting alarms and timers, 
asking about the weather or listening to a joke.  Once you own an entry level device you can begin 
adding voice control as you purchase devices for your home. 

Which smart speaker should you buy?  In the first quarter of 2018, Amazon and Google controlled 70% 
of the global market for smart speakers, so they are both smart bets.  Partially due to a late start in the 
smart speaker market, Apple’s system has a much smaller market share. But if the Apple ecosystem is 
already entwined in your life you should consider their products.   

We believe that over the next few years home automation will finally make sense for the masses and it 
is the common interface of smart speakers that will drive this development. 

 

 



 

 

 

 


