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Often we want to be able to see into the future. We say, “How will next year 

be for me? Where will I be five or ten years from now?” There are no 

answers to these questions. Mostly we have just enough light to see the next 

step: what we have to do in the coming hour or the following day. The art of 

living is to enjoy what we can see and not complain about what remains in 

the dark. When we are able to take the next step with the trust that we will 

have enough light for the step that follows, we can walk through life with joy 

and be surprised at how far we go. Let’s rejoice in the little light we carry 

and not ask for the great beam that would take all shadows away. 

Henri Nouwen, Christian, author, theologian, professor. 
https://henrinouwen.org/meditation/enough-light-for-the-next-step/ 

 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own 

understanding; 

in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will direct your paths. 

Proverbs 3:5-6 (Modern English Version) 

 

People of Faith, 

 

We walk together on a pilgrimage of trust, not knowing what the future 

holds, but knowing Who holds the future. As we let go of 2020 and all of the 

losses that we experienced last year, we enter a new year with hope things 

will get better. It is comforting to know that whatever happens in this new 

year, God is already there, preparing the way, encouraging our faithfulness, 

and guiding our path. Even if with only enough light to take the next step, 

that light is enough. 

 

May God bless each of us, and our church, as we seek to be brave, faithful 

and trusting followers of Jesus. Thank you for your ongoing faithfulness and 

loving support for the ministries of Jesus done together at Chatham UMC. 

 

With love, with prayer, and with trust, 

Jeff 
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