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Background  
 
Recent events have brought a national focus to water quality and, more specifically, lead 
levels in water. In the Spring of 2016, District 36 conducted lead testing at all five 
District schools as a proactive measure, prior to any State or Federal requirements. Water 
samples taken from The Winnetka Public Schools in March 2016 were found to be in 
compliance with Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) standards as reported by the 
District’s environmental consultants. 
 
In efforts to continually monitor the water quality in our facilities, the District 
commissioned testing for lead throughout our school buildings again this spring. Items 
tested included all drinking fountains, sinks in kindergarten rooms and sinks used for 
food preparation. A total of 136 fixtures were tested and 272 samples were taken for lab 
testing. The testing was conducted at Crow Island, Greeley, Skokie, and Washburne 
Schools, as well as The Winnetka Public School Nursery on March 25, 2017.  Samples 
were collected at Hubbard Woods School on April 6, 2017. The District has taken 
immediate steps to address the noted water sources that produced lead levels above the 
Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) threshold of 5 parts per billion.  
 
Results with lead levels above the EPA threshold of 15 ppb 
These fixtures were shut off and will either be repaired or removed.   
● 1 outdoor water fountain at Greeley 
● 2 classroom water fountains at Greeley (levels lowered after 30 sec flushing) 



● 1 sink in the girls restroom in the gymnasium at Hubbard Woods
● 1 sink in the boys restroom in the gymnasium at Hubbard Woods
● 1 outdoor water fountain at Hubbard Woods  (levels lowered after 30 sec

flushing)
● 1 water fountain in the gymnasium at Hubbard Woods (samples from this source

were found to be in compliance with EPA and IDPH standards when tested in
March 2016)

● 1 outdoor water fountain at Washburne (levels lowered after 30 sec flushing)

Results with lead levels greater than the IDPH’s threshold of 5 ppb (less than 15 ppb) 
These sources are either turned off or limited to handwashing only (and are labeled 
accordingly).  
● 4 sources at Crow Island
● 5 sources at Greeley
● 3 sources at Hubbard Woods
● 1 source at Washburne
● The Skokie School did not have any results within this range

The District’s water testing results and information on drinking water safety is posted on 
the District website. 

Communication Timeline 
In order to ensure our school community was informed regarding the Water Test 
Results, the following steps were taken: 
● April 5, 2017-Staff was notified in person and via email about the March 25,

2017 Water Test Results (which included Crow Island, Greeley, Skokie, and
Washburne Schools) and instructed on precautionary measures that were
immediately implemented on all water sources above 5 ppb

● April 5, 2017-Crow Island and Greeley Kindergarten parents received email
communications regarding Water Test Results above 5 ppb in their children’s
Kindergarten classrooms as new state legislation emphasizes water testing in
Kindergarten classrooms

● April 5, 2017-All District parents and staff were notified of Water Test Results
and precautionary measures taken on all water sources above 5 ppb via a District-
wide email communication

● April 6, 2017-Parents of students in the NSSED classroom (that serves preschool
learners) at Greeley were contacted via email regarding the Water Test Results
(per new state legislation)

● April 7 & 10-Information on Water Test Results was included in school
newsletters

https://tinyurl.com/D36watertesting


 

● April 18-Hubbard Woods staff was notified in person about the April 6, 2017, 
Water Test Results for Hubbard Woods School 

● April 18-Hubbard Woods Kindergarten parents received an email communication 
regarding Water Test Results above 5 ppb in their children’s Kindergarten 
classrooms  

● April 18-Hubbard Woods parents received a school-wide email regarding the 
Water Test Results and subsequent precautionary measures taken at the school 

 
Water sources at The Winnetka Public Schools Nursery have also recently been tested 
and none of the results were above the 5 ppb threshold.  Administration has 
communicated this information with the executive director. Each report from Ramboll 
Environ has been filed with IDPH in accordance with regulatory timelines.  
 
Next Steps 
Fixtures with lead levels above the EPA threshold of 15 ppb were shut off and will either 
be repaired or removed.  Those with lead levels greater than the IDPH’s threshold of 5 
ppb (less than 15 ppb) are either turned off or limited to handwashing only (and are 
labeled accordingly). The District is committed to working with its environmental 
consultants, Ramboll Environ, to continue developing our water management and 
response plan.  
 
 
 
 


