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Background 
  
Winnetka Public Schools offers speech therapy services to students ages PreK-8th grade.  
Speech and language screenings are included as a means to complete child find 
obligations and to determine which children may be in need of intervention.  Intervention 
has included flexible service delivery through a response to intervention framework or 
speech therapy services as outlined on a child’s individual education plan.  
 
Overview 
 
The Illinois State Board of Education monitors school districts and how students are 
identified for special education services.  One area in which school districts are evaluated  
is how student race, ethnicity and disability categories are represented across the the 
school district.  Data collected is reviewed and weighted, and if a school district is found 
to be disproportionate based on race, ethnicity or disability category, ISBE requires the 
school district to submit a self assessment regarding identification practices for special 
education eligibility.   
 
In April, 2018 Winnetka Public Schools was found to be disproportionate in 
identification of “white” students with the disability description of speech-language 
impairment for the 16-17 school year.  As a result, a self assessment was completed and 
provide to ISBE in May, 2018.  ISBE  reviewed the self assessment and determined that 



 

based on the information submitted, the disproportionality of students with a disability in  
speech-language impairments was not the result of inappropriate identification practices.  
Action Plans that were incorporated within the self assessment were implemented this 
school year.   
 
In December, 2018, Winnetka Public Schools was found to disproportionate in 
identification of “white” students with the disability description of speech-language 
impairment for the 2017-2018.  ISBE  uses a weighted or alternate method to calculate 
disproportionality for the identification of students as eligible for special education.  If 
ratios of IEP enrollment to fall enrollment exceed 3.0 for more than three consecutive 
school years, District’s are notified of disproportionality in identification practices.  
Although the ratio for Winnetka Public Schools  has decreased from 2016-2017 to 2017-
2018 (4.77 to 3.07, respectively) the District has exceeded the 3.0 targeted ratio for the 
past three school years.   
 
Because the District completed a full self assessment last school year, the District was 
required to review student data  and complete a status report outlining activities that have 
been implemented to improve special education identification practices.  This status 
report was completed and submitted to ISBE on December 14, 2018.  ISBE has reviewed 
the status report and determined that although the District has disproportionality, the 
disproportionality is not the result of inappropriate identification practices.   
 
Next Steps 
 
This status report was submitted to ISBE. The speech pathologists will continue to work 
collaboratively with administration to monitor identification of students as speech-
language impaired.   
 		
		
		

	

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aD4OzhKk-B_10WUmYZsD8KOHXmXNIpl_3ox0NoymUAg/edit

