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Alignment with the District 36 Shared Vision  

❏ Classrooms that provide a variety of seating options to increase visual 
memory, enhance alertness, and increase motivation to meet the needs of 
“all learners” as referenced in our Shared Vision.  
 
❏ Flexible and modular classroom design helps to facilitate an “innovative 
and experiential learning environment.” 

 
Overview & Background 
The Crow Island Furniture Design team has been hard at work with VS America 
since September to determine furniture solutions for each grade level and the 
school.  The Design Team collaborated with VS America throughout their design 
thinking process. 
 
In early November, the Crow Island team presented their selections to the VS 
America team.  The president of VS America, Claudius Reckford, provided 
feedback to the team and indicated alternate choices based on feedback from his 
own design team and architects.  At that point, it was determined that the VS 
America architecture and design team would work with the Crow Island design 
team toward a mutually agreeable solution. The subsequent collaboration has 
proven to be very valuable in driving the process. It has served to facilitate a 
deeper understanding of classroom design and the significance of the original 
design elements of Crow Island School.  
 



 

In December, the Crow Island Design team met in person with the VS America 
Design team and architect.  The VS team presented a historical perspective of 
Crow Island that provided more context for their design suggestions (click here 
to see the presentation).  They tied in the original colors of the floors, curtains, 
doors, and tables.  After the presentation, there was a collective understanding 
and the desire for the same information to be shared with the entire Crow Island 
Staff at their first January faculty meeting. 
	 
Next Steps 
Since joining teams, the VS America architects and design team have gone back 
to the drawing board to make revisions based on their expertise and feedback 
from Crow Island design team. There was recognition that the scope of the 
project has expanded to honor the original design and color scheme as well  as 
the need for additional pieces.   The VS America team will present an update on 
finishes and layouts to the Crow Island Design team on February 22, 2017. As 
preferred by our teachers and administrators, the updated process will allow for 
a summer delivery and installation. 
 
Revised Timeline 
 

February-March  
2017 

VS America works with Dr. Pfeffer to identify location of 
historical pieces 

February 22, 2017 Design Team meeting with update on finishes and final 
layouts 

March 8, 2017 Final presentation of design 

Mid- March VS America places furniture order 

July 2017 Furniture installation coordinated with facilities team to 
avoid conflicts with summer projects 

   

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1vQf1TOIZFMW-A2VUK1MeefiJQ4sUXxrZPIOAGOx1ab8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1vQf1TOIZFMW-A2VUK1MeefiJQ4sUXxrZPIOAGOx1ab8/edit?usp=sharing

