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Background 
 
The Administration is working in conjunction with other taxing bodies to determine the 
impact of the proposed Village of Winnetka TIF District.  The Board has agreed to move 
forward in partnership with New Trier High School District 203, The Winnetka Park District 
and Winnetka-Northfield Public Library District, to engage a consultant to analyze the 
viability of the TIF District.  T J Design has done a preliminary analysis of the proposed TIF 
District, and we should receive a preliminary report shortly that will outline key findings. 
 
The Administration has been in contact with The Village of Winnetka Administration 
throughout this process.  The Administration attended the Winnetka Village Council Study 
Session on October 10th, where they gave a TIF Development Phase II update.  The Board 
discussed the proposal and shared their options on how to fund the project.  There was no 
determination regarding the total dollars that would be dedicated to the TIF District projects, 
but there was consensus that they would be mindful of the impact on the other taxing bodies, 
and limit the scope of work to only what was necessary to spark development, and increase 
the EAV of the TIF District.  The Board indicated a willingness to draft an intergovernmental 
agreement with other governmental units in order to limit the scope and allow the taxing 
bodies to weigh in on the TIF District. 
 
Superintendent Kocanda and Superintendent Sally from New Trier High School, spoke about 
the impact on the District and our taxpayers.  Dr. Kocanda shared that the District appreciated 
the partnership we had with the Village.  She also reminded them that the District recently 
refunded $30 million back to our taxpayers through refunding of bonds.  She asked for a 
common message to share with the community regarding how TIFs increase the tax rate for 



other taxing agencies, such as the school districts.  Dr. Sally shared that taxpayers in other 
villages outside of Winnetka would be impacted, and see their tax rates increase if the TIF 
District were to move forward.   
 
The Village Board indicated that they were interested in only funding what was necessary to 
revitalize the area, and provide an opportunity to promote a more vibrant downtown area 
reflective of the homes in Winnetka.  They requested that their Administration prioritize 
projects, and bring these to the Board with costs to help move the process forward.  The 
Administration will continue to monitor the progress of the Village Board, and the TIF 
process.   

 
 
 
 


