
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Information Item: Crow Island School Furniture Donation 
 
TO:  School Board 
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September 20, 2016 
 
Overview & Background 
  
VS America (“VS”) is a furniture manufacturer located in Germany with world-wide distribution 
and over 100 years of furniture production for schools.  Its product line is recognized as high-
quality, research-based, and innovative. The US headquarters are located in Charlotte, North 
Carolina with a regional sales office in Arlington Heights.  In 
1998, VS America celebrated its 100-year anniversary by creating 
a museum of school furniture to honor the history and 
development of schools and school furniture.  On display in their 
museum is furniture original to Crow Island School. 
 
In 2015 Crow Island School celebrated it’s 75th anniversary.  At 
that time, many of the original contributors to Crow Island visited 
the school including the President of  VS America, Claudius 
Reckford.  During his visit,  Mr. Reckford noted the poor 
condition of the original Crow Island furniture as well as the 
inconsistent furnishings in each classroom of the school.  After his 
visit, Mr. Reckford shared his observations with his team and they developed a proposal to furnish 
Crow Island School with furniture for the 21st Century that honors it’s National Landmark status.  
 
Alignment with the District 36 Shared Vision 

❏ Classrooms that provide a variety of seating options to increase visual memory, enhance alertness, 

A Community of Learners 
 



 

and increase motivation to meet the needs of “all learners” as referenced in our Shared Vision.   
❏ Flexible and modular classroom design helps to facilitate an “innovative and experiential learning 

environment.”  
 
Proposal 
VS and Administrators from Crow Island School (“CI”) and the District met to discuss the offer 
from the company to donate classroom furniture for the Kindergarten through 4th grade 
classrooms at CI.  VS expressed respect for the historical significance and design value of the 
building and the original furniture designed by the Saarinens.  In consideration of preserving this 
design, VS America has offered to refurbish existing pieces and to build replicas to recreate one or 
two classrooms reflective of the original design.  The District has shared the list of existing pieces 
compiled by the CI Stewardship Committee.  It is planned that the District and VS would work 
together to find a location in the building to place the original furniture. 
 
In addition, VS and the District will work together to create the optimal classroom layout using 
VS furniture.  This process will inform the selection of furniture, but it will also will drive the 
larger question of how classroom design can augment instruction. A few options of classrooms 
layouts by grade level were presented for discussion. Once a layout was decided upon with input 
from VS and the District, the offer from VS is to donate the furniture needed to fulfill the design 
for each CI classroom. VS has requested if possible, and subject to Board approval, that the 
District work to have the furniture ordered and shipped this calendar year, 2016.   
 
The District would work with VS and supply feedback to create a research and marketing piece 
about the new 21st century furniture in the existing spaces.  VS will supply the District with more 
information. 
  
In discussing and evaluating this generous offer, Administration is considering the long-term 
impacts and management. Simultaneously, Administration is embarking on a long-term plan for 
establishing a 21st Century Classroom design. Conceptually, this plan would include replacing 
furniture as well as potential technological and structural improvements to the facilities.  
 
Another consideration is the implicit cost of this donation. VS has provided a retail cost estimate 
of their donation at approximately $175,000. A very generous gift, one that already has generated 
considerable excitement. The transformation of CI also creates alignment with one of this year’s 
District goals to “Develop facility concepts to support research-based 21st Century Learning 
Design”.   
 
At this point, Administration believes that it would be beneficial to accept the donation for 
furniture at CI and use the feedback in the formation and management of a longer term plan for 
any renovations to implement a 21st Century Classroom design in other schools.  
  

  



 

Recommendation 
 
The recommendation is for the Board to approve at the October 18, 2016, Board meeting, VS 
America’s contribution of restoring historical classroom furniture for display and the contribution 
of new furniture for all classrooms and the Resource Center at Crow Island School.  

 


