Confessions

In Confessions, Augustine, one of the greatest
minds of the ancient and medieval worlds (in a way he
ends one world and begins the other—now that is an
accomplishment!} makes his confession. For him con-
fession means two things, one negative and one posi-
tive. In this book he tells us all the things that he has
done wrong: stupid things he believed, immoral things
he did, even the cowardly vacillation of his stubborn
heart. He tells about himsell, warts and all. He confess-
es his sin, but he also confesses his faith. Confessions
is the story of Augustine’s journey from his rough and
rowdy youth to his conversion. In it he does not excuse,
glorify or rationalize his sin (like some people do who
make their confessions on the talk shows of our day).
Instead he confesses that God has redeemed him and
saved him from his own utter futility. Confessions does
this in such an interesting and charismatic way that it
has become a classic for the ages. I hope you enjoy it
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Author and Context

Aurelius Augustine is prebably the most impor-

' tant Christian teacher since the time of Christ (ex-

cluding the apostles, of course). With Augusline, the
story of a pagan’s surrender to Christianity is played
oul on a personal level. His conversion, however,
did nol lake place until later in life. He was born in
Roman North Africa in AD. 354 to a pagan father,
Patrick, and devout Christian mother, Monica. He
was not baptized as an infant, because his mother
[eared that he might stray from the faith, making his
baptism a curse for him.

Augustine grew into a man of greal stature. His
father sought (o give him a classical education, and
Augustine showed immense gifts in the field of rheto-
ric. His skill and hard work in this area brought him
from Alrica to Rome and Milan.

Confessions is the story ol Augusline's life from
the time of his youth to shortly after his conversion.
Before he was converted, Augustine wallowed in
many sins, He had a number of mistresses and fa-
thered a child out of wedlock. e had wealth, power,
women and security. In all of this, however, Augustine
found that his heart could not find peace. Still, in the
end, God's mercy called down by his mother’s cease-
less prayers took this wicked man and turned him
into a great church father.

His great struggle with the faith and his eventual
surrender to it have become part of the history of the
West. His charisma and straightforward honesty (evi-
dent throughoul this work) made him one of the most
influential thinkers in history.

Significance

The significance of Augustine’s Confessions can
hardly be overestimated because Augustine’s contribu-
tion to the life of the church and thelife of the West can
hardly be overvalued. In some ways, Augustine is the
father of both Roman Catholicism and Protestantism.
He taught that the sacraments are outward and visible
signs of inward and spiritual grace. He stood against
the erroneous monk, Pelagius, and championed God's
sovereigniy in salvation—those who read Chosen by
God in Omnibus I will remember this discussion.
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The church fathers often are
difficult to gel to know because
one must infer or read between the
lines in their stories. This is not the
case with Augustine. Cenfessions is
an introduction to one of the most
powerful minds in history.

Augustine’s life and thoughts
continued their broad influence
later in church history. The rulers
and missionaries of the Middles
Ages who fought against and
Christianized the invading bar-
barians had few bocks. Other
than the Bible, the lwo that were
probably most read and influen-
tial were Augustine’s City of God
and Confessions. In Augustine,
one can see a believer, but also a
person who struggled with and
still fights against sin. He is cer-
tainly net like the plastic, pseudo-
spiritual Christian *heroes” of our
day when he prays “lord, make
me chasle ... but not yet”

Main Characters
Augustine is one of the main
characters in Confessions and the
book is interesting and enjoyable
because Augustine is Augustine.
He is a larger-than-life character
who is not afraid to bare his soul
(and his dirty laundry) before the
watching world. Augustine, how-
ever, is not doing this because
he wants attention {like so many
of cur medern “confessors” who
happily trot their lurid behavior
out on national TV so that some
sap will cry for them or at least
pay altention to them). Augustine

Augustine in his study, painted

in the early sixteenth century by
Vittore Carpaccio. When shown
in his study, Augustine is conven-
tionally depicted as dispensing
the rule of his order.

~——
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describes himself and his sin with a steady and un-
flatlering hand. Re lived a rough and rowdy youth,
but instead of reminiscing about his “glory days,”
Augustine shows us his own deep-sealed emptiness
and toss. Ie sought pleasure with women and mate-
rial goods, but found them unsatisfying and vain.

The other great character of the Confessionsis God.
Silently, stealthily, God brings Augustine to his knees
before Christ He empties all of the pleasures out of
Augusline’s sin. He calls Monica to cry out for the lost
sou! of her son. Ie attracts Augustine to the preaching
of St. Ambrose. Initially, Augustine, the rhetoric teach-
er, goes to church simply because Ambrose is such a
gifted speaker. In all this, God is the final harbor for
the wayward boat of Augustine’s soul, and in the end
God's truth becomes Augustine’s confession.

Finally, Monica, Augustine’s mother, is a major
character of Confessions. She suffers much at the hands
of her husband, and her son often breaks her heart, but
she never gives up on him and always keeps praying.

Summary and Setting

Confessions divides nicely into two parts. The
first nine books of Confessions recount the story of
Augustine’s childhood, his teenage years and his
yvoung adulthood. This section ends with his conver-
sion and baptism and the death of his faithful moth-
er. In these books Augustine confesses his sins. The
last three books of Confessions focus on what man is
and on the meaning of Genesis chapter one. In this
part of the book, Augustine makes a confession of
his faith.

In the life of Augustine, one can see the final
defeat of paganism in the West and the rise of the
Christian West. His Tife sels the stage for the Middle
Ages. Augustine possesses all that a pagan could ever
want: pleasure, women, growing fame, power and
ability. As a rhetoric teacher (the most sought after
aspect of education in those days), the keys to power
and influence were in his hand. All of this, however,
he eventually sets aside gladly for the sake of Christ.
In him, the world of unbelief sees its ultimate futil-
ity and the rest and peace that come with submission
to Christ. As Augustine is washed with the waters of
baptism, one can see the coming of Christendom.

TET F: 1 = r\; SR
Worldview

Sometimes only one thing can satisfy us. Have
you ever been really thirsty—maybe during a sports
practice or mowing the lawn on a scorching day in the
midst of July? During other times of the year or un-
der other circumstances, any sort of drink will do. You
might prefer a Coke or iced Lea or coffee, but if you are
drop-dead thirsty, your body longs for water. Nothing
else is quite as good. At moments like that when you
are sweaty and your parched throat feels like sandpa-
per, you do not want a hot cup of coffee or a syrupy
soda. Even a sports drink with all of its potassium and
electrolytes is not quite right (almost, but not quile).
You need water.

Augustine faced a situation much like this. He had
a longing. With this longing, his book begins crying
out to God: “You made us for Yourself and our souls
are restless unlil they find their rest in You.”

The fulfillment of this longing and the discovery of
rest, however, takes a long time for Augusline because
of the type of person that he was. Most of us are limited
in many ways. We might not have the gifts or abililies
thal others have. We might be excellent with numbers,
but not be able (o relate well to people. We might be a
good basketball player, but struggle when it comes to
spelling. Not so with Augustine. He was gifted in most
every way. e was an incredible speaker and writer.
He got aleng well with others (too well when it came to
women). His family loved him and his father provid-
ed him with an excellent classical education. He had
gained quite a reputation even at an early age because
of his many gifts. '

S1ill, Augustine found no satisfaction, even though
he displayed a measure of tenacity or work ethic. He
rose quickly in popularity and imporiance through
teaching rhetoric, which was the hallmark of a good
Roman education. He moved from North Africa to
Italy, teaching rhetoric in both Rome and Milan. His
fame and reputation as a teacher grew, and students
sought him out.

None of these seemingly wonderful character-
istics helped him to fulfill his restless longing. They
did, however, give him the ability and imagination to
try to find many things to fill the empty void of his
soul. Confessions is particularly interesting because
Augustine has the courage to recount all the ways in
which he tried to satisfy this great longing, It would
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be like coming in from the blistering sun on a hot
summer's day, dipping up a bowl of steaming chili
covered with melted cheese, then washing it down
with a cup of boiling hot coffee. All of us do unwise
things like this at some point in our lives. Most of us,
hewever, do not have the courage to wnte it down.
Augustine did.

WA

Aabe e chaste . .. Bt
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As a pagan Augustine sought o sansfy his long- -
ing with false gods. We see some people today fol- -
lowing unusual beliels and practices. They search for ©
answers, but move only into stranger and m{:reae.mgly-_f;_j_'»
weird practices. Augustine, trying 1o sallsfy his longing,
A resﬂexs

joined up with a bizarre group called the Mamcheans
These followers of the teacher Mam beheVed that no
one should marry or have children. Eventually, this odcj_

fruit These “elect” Mamdwam h{fwever could not pick
the fruit, so novice, or new, Manicheans wuuld have to

g0 out and pick the frull for the mtt[ated ories. While

L hlm fulfiliment
*. He alse looked to phllosophy to
cure his ifls. The words of philoso-
phers like Plato and Cicero echoed
through his mind, but none of it
satisfied him.
Augustine admits that, as an
unbeiiever, he had some strange

Augustine of
Hippo? Was
that a jab at
the weight of
the scholar
saint? No,
Hippo was the
name of where

he li E

H?plgl)f(;egius ideas about God that kept him back
(now called from belief in the God of the Bible,
Annaba, in He exposes his own amusement at

Algeria}. In 396
he was made
coadjutor
bishop of Hippo
{assistant with

some of his false beliefs when he

recounts his idea that God must

have a huge material body.
Angustine also sought all sorts

the right of of pleasure to fill the void in his
suceession on soul. Early in his life, when he was
the death your age, he hung out with the
Of e gurrant “cool” crowd of local ruffians. He
bishop), and i . . . .

Sariisinodl tried to satisfy his longings with
bishop in Hippe  the acceptance of others or with
until his death  the thrill that one can have by
in 430. stealing. They called themseives

. Angustine found himself not only unsatisfied, but

‘him. With werythmg that a pagan Could want, he

that his pious mother had always prayed he would
group died ocut (imagine that. Théy also taught ﬂlat the |, follow. Still, he could rmt let go of his sir, He prayed,
only food their more spiritual members would eat was © “Lord, make me chaste ..
. could not. He was trapped. It was as if his throat felt
;;_hke it was full of cotton from being. parrhed and,
these beliefs m1ght seem comical to us, Augusnne was  rather than dmﬁang water o quench his thirst he'
serious aboul it for a while. His parched throat contin- -

ued to bum even though the Mamcheam promlsed :

Lthe Wreckers. These are the sort of kids that have
fun vandalizing cars or stealing pears and feeding
them 10 pigs instead of eating them. All of this, he
recounts, was empty. Later he rose on the corporate
ladder. He gained the trust of many. His fame grew.
And yet it was all empty. As he grew up Augustine
sought to [ill his soul with the love of women. He had
a number of mleIESSES and even fathered a child. =
out of Wedlock He never. mamed This, however,
pmved even more unsausfylng in the end, because

also addicted to somethmg that wouid not cahsfy

found hlmselt trapped_ enslaved and in easmgly

_ He was so desperate that he turned to the religion

. but not yet He longed to
give. Up sexuai u‘nmorahty and serve Christ, but he

actually filled his mouth with more cotion. He even
came {0 realize lhal Chrl.st is, in fact, the “true dnnk”',
But he could not run (o the fountain because he was
addicted to things that would not sansfy ;
When it comes to the pleasuyes of sin, Augustme s
diminishing returns teach us an 1mportant lesson. Sin
might seem and even feel very sattsfymg for awhlle '
God, however, does net let this satisfaction conlinue.
The world that God has ‘made is not uhlmalely sat-
isfying outside of Him. Many in our day blame God
for this. Why would He ever take joy from us, or, even ' bl
worse, send sickness and even death? Why net in- .~~~
dulge our immorality and let us live in perpetual sat- =
isfaction and peace? Why does God make us restless? -
This characleristic of the world and of our Ged musI' e
be viewed as one of His greatest mercies. We cannot -
function properly without God alene at the Tootofour
souls. All of it feels emply. As one of uur own poels ;
has said, “I can't get no satisfaction.” : :
As he languishes, vacillating between hehef and
unbelief, we also learn that God uses many means
lo move us along the way to sahran(m. Inthe lifeof +
Augustine, He used Lragedy, example, stro;ng teach- -
ing and faithful prayer to move Augustine toward His
kingdom. Tragedy touched Augustine when one of
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his friends died. His friend’s illness was so severe that
fora long time he was unconscious. During this period
of unconsciousness, he was baptized. Later he recov-
ered slightly and awoke from his coma. Augustine,
who was still a pagan, made light of the baptism that
was performed on his friend while he slept, but was
shocked to find that his friend rejected his advice and
was whole-hcartedly unwilling to renounce Christ.
~-... _Socon after, the illness returned, and his friend died.
Aygustine’s paganism was challenged both by the
[ear of death and by the change that he witmessed in
this converted friend.
“ Examples of Christian devotion helped to dis-
~ lodge Augustine’s reficence io follow Christ Two of
- the main examples that helped him were Victorinus
~and St Amhfmy Victorinus was a studied pagan phi-
lesopher in Rome who argued agamst Christianity.
+ Eventually, however he saw the emptiness of his ways
and turned lo Christ. In this Augustine perceived a

the story of Anthony, orte of the founders af Christian

used these examples to batter the walls of unbelief
qurrsund_mg.ﬂugustme's' heart. -
: Prowdentwlly Augustme 'also was | exposed |
o excellent teachers who both mstructed him
n' the faith and helped him deal wuh many Uf

eachers was Ambmse of Milan. Augustine moved

was exposed to Ambrose's tearhmg Augustme went |
- to hear Ambrose preach not because Augusime
“was a believer at the time but because Ambrose was

"such a goed speaker and thetorician. Even though

: Augustme was perhaps attracted for the “wrong
- reasons’

< ~ . see that the longings of his heart Waic ones that on[y
“Christ could satisfy. . SmEael phI
Finally, God used fauhful prayers 1o con\rert

Augustine. Monica, his mother, never gave up on

her son. While Augustine focused on and achieved

worldly success, this did not satisfy his mother. Her
desire was to see her son safely in the church. To this

yath that he: cmﬂd follow. Thmugh a book on the life
of St: Anthonv Augustme saw.a way of c0mplete de- .
votion that was atrractwe to hzm The book presented

Menasticism, who left worldly living and retreated %--
to the desert lo gwe ‘mmqelf whole- hgarted?y to war .
agamst the flesh and ta devote himself to Christ. God *
- of man should be dismayed as they sce God dragging

his ob;ertlons to'C hrlsltamty Chief among these /|

* 1o Milan: to accept a ]J{)bltm‘n teaching rhetoric and

" he learned much truth from Ambroses
powerful preaching. Increasingly, Augustine came to

end she prayed.

All of this demonstrates to us a tremendous truth
aboul God. He is the Master of history and of means.
He used a multi-faceted attack to win the heart of
Augustine, humbling his pride, destroying his objec-
tions and finally bringing him to his knees.

wyr

Take ,g"“ ans vead!”

Augustine’s conversion also demonstrates God's
providence and great truths about regeneration, or be-
ing born again. The story of Augustine’s faith is a classic
of Christian history. This proud and powerful pagan is
finally reduced to distressed weeping because he finds
all of 1ife to be empty without Christ. Yel he seems un-
able to let go of his sin. God pushes him over the edge
using a combination of His word, a child’s game and a
seeming random coincidence—but we know there are
no “random” coincidences in God's world! God's sover-
eign hand in salvation is clearly presented in the story

~of Augustine’s conversion.

Augustine's conversion shows the proper relation-
sh[p between God's sovereignly and man's faith. It
wouid be ridiculous to argue that God did net choose
01' predestine Augustine’s conversion. The circum-
stances have God's fingerprints all over them. Those
who wmﬁd say that satvation rests chiefly in the choice

Augustme t0 conversion, battering down Augustine’s
defenses and destroying his pleasure in sin. In salva-
ﬂon smners mmaﬂy are completely passive. Only God's
power can free Augustine from his slavery to sin and
free him to declare his faith in Christ.
. As God's word and Spiril overwhelm Augustine
and brmg him o life spiritually, his conversion shows
. that newborn Christians hecome active after Gods
Spmt changes their heart. As a newborn babe in the
' faith, Augustine plar,es his trust in Christ. This is not
unplamed in him. He isno longer passive. Augustine’s
restored will ‘chose Christ because Gods Spirit has
made Augustine’s spirit new. ;

© Augustine’s life also heips s understand the
proper re{atwnship between conversion and the sac-
raments. He is converted to Christianity as he reads
- God'sword. His family and friends rejoice, and he has

- irrevocably moved from the kingdom of darkness to
. the realm of light. His baptism waits until the next

Easter. This clearly shows that baptism and partici-
pation in the rest of the sacraments are the natural
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reactions of a believing heart to God's grace, but that
conversion is not tied to the moment of the sacra-
ment's application. Mis story corrects anyone who
would claim that conversion happens only when a
sinner is baptized.

Augustine also corrects our often weak view
of the sacraments. Today many churches treat the
sacramenis as unnecessary or superfluous. This is
certainly not Augustine’s view. For him, they are the
official recognition of the
existing  relationship.
In and through the
sacramenlts we enter
inio a covenant

T ey g

ea
idea of

A our Creator

‘memory, and

# and understa

they must be

§ many “firsts” _
§ the first saint to have an internet site devoted
3 to him! Confessions is the first autobiography
4 and the first profound study of memory. And
fifteen hundred years before Sigmund Freud
made psychology a fashionable study in the

relationship with God.

Although marriage is not a sacrament, it does
supply a good example at this point because it is a
covenant. Jmagine a man, Jerry, and a woman, Sally,
who are contemplating marriage. Jerry gets to know
her family; Sally gets to know his. They spend time
togelher, and Jerry goes through the godly {and of-
ten fearful) process of winning her heart and get-
ting the blessing of her family. Eventually, Jerry and
Sally commit themselves to each other, This happens
when Jerry proposes lo Sally. When she says yes,
great joy crupts! A relationship has been inaugu-
rated. Promises have been made. If Jerry is (lirting
with another girl the day after he and Sally make this

AUGUSTINIAN FIRSTS ;
‘Augustine was not o‘nfy"one of the greatest theologians
* and philosophers in history. He was one of the few
people in history who significantly changed the way

pecple understand God's world, and he has
to his credit—incdluding being

rly twentieth century, Augustine studied the
the self and the soul from a biblical perspec-

¥ tive, arriving at many profound insights.
OCne of Augustine’s profound insights about memory is
® its Trinitarian structure. Augustine understood how so
much of God's world reflects the Trinitarian nature of

God. He recognized that cur memory, our

- understanding and our wi}l are three in-one aspects of

etratmg { remember that | have memory, understanding
and will; | understand that | have understanding, and

will; and | will that | will, and remember,
nd. Commentator Garry Wills summarizes

| Augustine's insight in Saint Augustine’s Memory: “Since
1 any of the three {aspects—that is memory, understanding
and will) contains any of the other two, or all of them,

equal to any of the others, or to all of them,

each to all and all to each—yet these three are one life, one
mind, one substance.”
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commitment, he is in a whole new sort of (rouble. He
has made a commitment to Sally and her family that
he is going to devote himself to her and her alone.
Both Sally and Jerry, however, do not yet enjoy all of
the rights and privileges of marriage. That waits [or
a day when they have a ceremony io recognize of-
ficially and formally the commitment that they have
made to one another. After this ceremony the cove-
nant between them is recognized by all, and they can
enter into the joys and privileges of marriage. If the
two of them entered into a sexual relationship before
the marriage ceremony, we would say that they had
committed the sin of fornication.
Aller the ceremony, they are not
only encouraged but are charged
to enter into this aspect of their
relationship. Il they don't, they are
being unfaithful. In the same way,
the covenant relationship with
God has realily when God acts to
change the heart of a sinner, but
is only formally recognized and
enfered inte when a believer par-
ticipates in the sacraments.

A person whe claims to be
a believer but is unwilling to be
baptized and brought into the
church should be looked on
wilh suspicion and eventually
be treated like somconc who
pretends to be married. If a
group of kindergarteners are
pretending to “play house,” with
one taking the role of Mommy,
another playing Daddy and the
rest filling the role of children, we
might think that this is quaint and
cute. It two adults are prelending
marriage by living together, il is
ghastly and proves that they do
not understand the gravity of the
commitment they are pretending
to make. They are still acting like
infants and are proving that the
relationship they claim is so dear
is one they are truly unwilling

says that he believes and yet refuses baptism. This
fellow is, through his failure to act, proving that
he doesn't really believe what he claims to believe.
In a similar way, thosc whe are baptized but live
sinful lives proclaim that they despise the covenant
relationship they are claiming In a marriage this
faithlessness often leads to divorce; in our covenant
with God it leads to apostasy (when a baptized
Christian rejects the faith and falls into unbelief)
and excommunication (when the church officially
recognizes that the apostate person no longer should
be trealed like a believer).

A fresco of Augustine teaching Rhetoric and Philosophy, painted by
Benozzo Gozzoli as part of a series of seventeen images in the Apsidal
Chapel of Sant'Agostino in San Gimignane, ltaly,

to protect and to commit to. The
same is true of someone who
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“Gave grace to we as §ow ask,

ang a5k whaiever Tow will,

Augustine’s conversion shows us that God's grace
is the key to understanding Him rightly. After his con-
version, Augusline’s heart is pliabie and trusts God's
word, His ebjections to Christianity melt as he hears
God's word explained. The problems that he had with
falsely thinking God had a large physical body fade
into the background. Thus, we see that faith is de-
manded if one wants to rightly understand God.

This mature [aith, however, allows for mystery
and differences belween [ellow Christians. Much of
the second section of Confessions{books 10-13) deals
with the interpretation of Genesis 1 and 2. This pas-
sage tells of the creation of the world. It was contro-
versial in Augustine’s day and continues to be in our
day. Augustine confesses his own views on creation
but admils that some things are hard to understand
and are even mysterious. When it comes to these
difficult issues, Augustine recognizes that other be-
lievers may disagree with him, and that he might be
wrong. While we might not agree with some of his
interpretations (I don't—it seems to me that there are
some ideas here thal should remind us of our read-
ing in Plato last year), we should admit that it is re-
freshing Lo hear one of the greatest Christian minds
in history admit that he might be totally wrong about
what he is wriling.

Although Augustine’s interpretations of some
passages may strike us as fanciful and wrong-head-
edly allegorical, they are a nice corrective to our mod-
ern “scientific” view of the Bible. Augustine treats the
Bible as if there are a lot of hidden and secrei mean-
ings. In creation, Augustine speculates that the dry
land represents faith and the sea points to unbelief.
Later, he claims that the fish and the sea monsters
represent the sacraments. At points we mighi scratch
our heads and wonder how Augustine is getling all
of these strange interpretations out of the text. At oth-
er times, we might notice that some of the meanings
he is drawing out sound a lot like Plato. Augustine
was attempting to mine every bit of truth that God
sent us in His Word. Sometimes this {ruth has
many layers full of allegory, symbol and metaphor.
At times, Augustine saw these meanings in places
where he shouldn’t have. We, however, err in the op-
posiie direction by trying to turn all the Bible into a

book of scientifically verifiable, logical propositions.
We think that if we can just prove that all of these
propositions are true, unbelief will crumble. While
we see that Augustine’s interpretations might be far-
fetched at some points, his view is certainly closer to
the interpretations madc by the writers of the New
Testament when they look back at and interpret the
Old Testament. In Matthew 13:35, Christ tells us that
Psalm 78:2— “T will open my mouth in a parable;
1'will utter dark sayings of old”—is a prophecy about
Him. As we look back at the Psalm, however, it might
initially appear that Jesus is mistaken. In Psalm 78,
these words are clearly referring to Asaph, the writer
of Psalm 78—not Jesus. (One good rule of thumb
when you are interpreting the Bible, however, is that
any time you think that Jesus is making the wrong
interpretation, perhaps you need to rethink your
own interpretation!) How, then, can Jesus be correct?
Clearly, Jesus’ interpretation is correct because God is
prophesying through Asaph in a manner that is not
obvious on the surface of the text. To put it succinctly,
Asaph was saying more than he knew. He was talk-
ing about himself, but his words were also describ-
ing and prephesying about Jesus. While we might
disagree (and should) with some of Augustine’s in-
terpretations, we must not deny that sometimes God
communicates to us in ways that don'L fit easily with-
in our “modem” scientific definitions of the truth.2

Augustine’s new life in Christ shows the power of
God's grace in overcoming temptation. He knew the
cruel slavery of sin. For years these chains of lust and
pride had kept him from faith. Now, as God releases
him, we see a man who is able to stand against temp-
tation. The old Augustine was always vacillating be-
tween sin and belief. Now, however, he is 2 humble,
uselul weapon in God’s hand.

This newfound strength, however, does not imply
some sort of perfectionism, or teaching thal Christians
do not sin after conversion. Augustine was too wise
about his own heart to fall into this error. He freely
admits that all his works are still polluted by sin and
that his heart is often wayward. In all of this, he looks
to Christ for grace {X.31).

He shows us that all Christian endeavors rely
completely on God's grace. In a famous line, he sets
forth the way believers should live, “Give me the grace
t0 do as You command, and command me to do what
You will” (X29). In this we see that in everything
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II

Augustine sees our need of grace. Ile teaches that
believers should whole-heartedly follow where God
leads, trusting that God has the power {o give us grace
to overcome any obstacle that sits in our way.

This reliance on God's grace should lead us to haly
boldness. It did for Augustine. He faced huge battles
in his life against popular heretics like Pelagius, but
he faced them with the confidence that God can ac-
complish anything through us by his grace. We
see this same truth affirmed in the Old Testament
when Jonathan and his armor bearer go o fight the
Philistines in 1 Samuel 14. Jonathan expects God to
accomplish his will and deleat his enemies. Instead of
looking at the odds, he gees to fight the enemy and a
greal victory is accomplished through him.

In Christ, Augustine finally finds rest for his soul,
and he drinks deeply of the one drink that can truly sat-
isfy a thirsty soul. In Christ, Augustine discovers what
eluded him or was missing from him in the lies of the
Manicheans or the pomp and power of wealth or in the
adulation and love from others; in Christ, Augusline’s
weary soul finds rest This rest erupts throughout
Confessions into prayers of thanksgiving and praise.
Augustine, who has seen the hopeless end of all that the
world has to offer, pouss out his soul without reserve
and serves his Lord in the same manner.

One can also see in Augustine’s conversion a
precursor or an allegory of the final destruction of
ancient paganism. Having been bern in AD. 354,
he lives during a period in which Christianity, sup-
pressed until the time of Constantine twhose great
Edict of Milan was written in 313), was quickly
spreading through the Roman Empire. But the pagan
hold on society was still sizable. In Augustine, we
see the final and irrevocable fall of ancient pagan-
ism. Augustine was all that a pagan could hope to be.
Ife was powerful, winsome, well educated, affluent
and beloved. All of this, however, does not satisfy. It
is worthless compared to Christ. Augustine’s thirst
drove him to discard everything that failed to satisfy.
In the end, he was left with Christ alone as the only
spring of living water. The rest of the ancient pagan
world would eventually follow Augustine into the
walers of baptism. The reasons for this were many,
butin Augustine we see that paganism has no power
to stand against the gospel and cannot offer anything
that will satisfy our thirst for life. The light of Christ
will overcome the darkness of the world.

Augustine’s life and teachings tell us much about
a Christian worldview. but more than anything else
they point us to Christ as the only source of true rest.
In life we might be lerapted to look to other things
for comforl and hope. Augustine tried them all and
teaches us that none of them will ever fill the gaping
need that you have. Nothing but Jesus can quench
your thirst. So, ene can be reminded of the impera-
tive words that Christ uttered during the first Lord’s
Supper, “Take, drink .. ."
—G. Tyler Fischer
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