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Check-In and Networking Breakfast 

Opening Remarks  

Meet the Investors | Panel Session
Put faces to names at this Meet the Investors panel session and hear straight from active 
Venture Capital, other Private Equity, and Venture Debt investors as they lend insight 
into exactly what they are looking for, and what they are excited about, within the current 
opportunity landscape. 

Company Showcase Presentations 
Leaders from competitively selected high growth potential emerging companies present 
their business models in concise 5-minute presentations.

Networking/Coffee Break 

Exploring the Emergence of Hybrid Innovation Models | Panel Session
With the recent rise of incubators, accelerators, side-car funds, venture studios, and other 
hybrid entities as innovation models, this discussion will focus on how creatively designed 
partner entities are changing the traditional venture funding model and driving innovation in 
the natural products and ag & food tech arenas. Gain a deeper understanding of the role of 
this new development in the ecosystem and the impact they have in the startup ecosystem. 
Our expert panel of innovation leaders are architects of this new approach and will explore 
the different aspects of this type of relationship and how it is helping to identify, develop and 
de-risk opportunities for investors.
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Alumni and Participating Investors & Strategics
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Engaging the Corporate Strategics | Panel Session
Corporate blue chips - or corporate strategics - continue to play an increasingly critical role 
in the Ag & Food Tech ecosystem.  From providing venture funding, to buying emerging 
companies, being lead reference clients, and facilitating strategic partnerships - our panel of 
key players discuss the current opportunity landscape and how to successfully engage with 
the broader community of potential strategic partners.

Networking Lunch

Strategic M&A in Agtech - Patient Capital & Open Innovation Models | Keynote Session
Combyne Ag was recently acquired by Bayer Crop Science, in line with Bayer’s broader focus 
on investing in solutions that support the increasingly digital management of farm operations. 
Hear from a founder’s perspective on how this unique transaction came to be, and the types 
of opportunities this model opens up for collaborations and strategic partnerships with other 
industry incumbents and agtech innovators alike.

Company Showcase Presentations 
Leaders from competitively selected high growth potential emerging companies present 
their business models in concise 5-minute presentations. 

Networking/Coffee Break

Unlocking the Potential: Trends & Opportunities in AgFood Investing | Keynote Session
Founder & Chair of AgFood Tech at Silicon Valley-based Band of Angels, Jaleh shares insights 
on unlocking the potential of AgFood Tech investing and the latest trends and opportunities. 
Women in Tech Hall of Famer Jaleh Daie is a seasoned thought leader, biologist, investor, 
board director, and strategic advisor. 

Alain Goubau
CEO

11:25 - 12:10

12:10 - 13:10

13:10 - 13:30

13:30 - 14:15

14:15 - 15:00

15:00 - 15:20

Jaleh Daie
Partner, Chairman & Founder

Aurora Equity
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Sustainable Driven Innovation in the Agriculture and Agri-Food Sector  | Panel Session
During this panel, experts will explore opportunities to increase sustainability in the 
agriculture and agri-food sector, and how sustainability can drive innovation throughout 
the value chain. The session will discuss how mechanisms including public and private 
investment and innovation, can be leveraged to support sustainability and reduce GHG 
emissions in the sector. Additionally, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) will share 
their insights on how government programming including AAFC’s Sustainable Canadian 
Agricultural Partnership’s AgriInnovate Program and other Government of Canada programs 
can accelerate sustainability in the sector. . 

Closing Remarks

Networking Reception

Check-In and Hot Breakfast 

Day Two Opening Remarks

Engaging the Corporate Strategics  | Panel Session
From providing venture funding, to buying emerging companies, being lead reference 
clients, and strategic partnerships, this additional panel of key players discuss the current 
opportunity landscape and how to successfully engage with the broader community of 
potential strategic partners.

Company Showcase Presentations
Leaders from competitively selected high growth potential emerging companies present 
their business models in concise 5-minute presentations.

Networking/Coffee Break 

The Future of Food: An Inside Look at Alternative Proteins | Panel Session
The push for a more sustainable food supply chain is gaining traction as the world’s 
population continues to rise. These entrepreneurs are at the forefront of shaping the future 
of alternative protein, which will be crucial in feeding the growing global population. Get 
ready for a comprehensive look into the alternative protein industry as they share their  vision, 
insights, and experiences on the challenges and opportunities in the sector.

Thursday May 4, 2023

15:20 - 15:50

15:50 - 16:00

16:00 - 18:30

8:00 - 9:00

9:00 - 9:15

9:15 - 10:00

10:00 - 10:45

10:45 - 11:30

11:30 - 12:00
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12:00 - 12:45

12:45 - 13:45

13:45 - 14:00

14:00 - 14:40

14:40 - 15:00

15:00 - 15:30 

15:30 - 15:35

Meet the Investors | Panel Session
Put more faces to names at this Meet the Investors panel session and hear straight from 
active Venture Capital investors as they lend insight into exactly what they are looking for, and 
what they are excited about, within the current opportunity landscape. 

Networking Lunch

Carrot Ventures | Presentation
Carrot Ventures is the Third Option for commercializing agricultural technologies. Carrot 
forms and funds a new company to take your technology to market for you. The goal is to 
maximize shareholder value by creating new companies focused on solving real market 
problems. We do that by putting novel technology in the hands of professional leadership 
and ensuring companies are properly structured and financed.

Company Showcase Presentations
Leaders from competitively selected high growth potential emerging companies present 
their business models in concise 5-minute presentations. 

Keynote Session | RBCx
By 2050, we must increase our food production by a quarter just to maintain our contribution 
as the world’s population swells. Mohamad will examine agtech’s integral role in helping 
Canada achieve its agricultural potential to become the world’s sustainable breadbasket.

Maximizing Talent: Human Capital Strategics - From Recruitment to Retention | Panel 
Session
Explore the best practices and strategies for effectively acquiring, managing, and retaining top 
talent in your organization. This panel session will provide valuable insights and actionable 
strategies for business leaders looking to build and maintain a high-performing team.

Closing Remarks

Mohamad Yaghi 
Climate and Agriculture Policy 
Lead 

mailto:marc%40criticalpathgroup.com%20?subject=


TECH  

Presented By:

@AGRIForums | #AGRIForum AGRI Tech Venture Forum May 3 & 4, 2023 | Toronto, Canada

Contact Us

Marc Elrick
Executive Director

Phone: 403-819-0383
marc@criticalpathgroup.com

Spencer Coulter
Project Manager

Phone: 587-224-9403
spencer@criticalpathgroup.com

A Special Thank You to our Valued Sponsors & Partners

Adventure Partner

Industry Leader

Catalyst Partners

Pathfinder

Program Partners
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