
To the beloved people of the RMC,

Many philosophers, scientists, researchers, and theologians propose the 
notion that “what we focus on expands.” I am a longtime believer of this 
proposition, and if it is indeed true that what we focus on expands, then 
letting ourselves get too tied up in all the darkness of health crises, natural 
disasters, a swinging political pendulum, and other such matters only serves 

to bring more of that darkness into the world.

I know this to be true in my personal life. If I’ve been verbally offended by someone, I have a choice 
in my response: I can either respond in a snarky in-kind manner, bringing more darkness to that 
relationship… or, I can choose to find a response that bears the possibility of joy, light, and humor. (By 
the way, I’m not always perfect at this, but I hope from time to time you see me do this!)

What is apparent to me is that John 1:5 is true, if we seek to make it so:

“The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.”

So, for this year, in subversive 
response to the darkness that 
seemingly threatens to engulf us 
all, the staff and I have adopted the 
theme of “Living the Spirit of Joy 
and Light.” Much of our Conference-

based programming in 2019 will revolve around how we can become living 
emissaries of the Spirit of Joy and Light… even in the midst of darkness. 
Lest the accusation of looking at the world through rose-colored glasses be 
levied, I take heart in our commitment to walk in the footsteps of Christ, 
whom, even from the cross, was able to offer the light of forgiveness and 
an assurance of our oneness with God.

In the coming weeks, you will hear more of our program offerings for 2019, 
including monthly Zoom calls of “Joy & Light,” which I will host. I invite 
you to join me—and enjoin with the Holy Spirit—in becoming a force for 
Joy and Light in 2019. For more information, visit www.rmcucc.org.

 Rev. Sue Artt - Conference Minister of the 
Rocky Mountain Conference
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W O R S H I P  -  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 9
STEWARDSHIP: AN EPIPHANY
Instructions for living a life. Pay attention. Be astonished. Tell about it.
 - Mary Oliver

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY
FEBRUARY 3 –  8:30 A.M. & 11:00 A.M.
Today, during this Multi-Generational service, Pastor Jacque preaches Luke 4:21-30. 
We celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion at both services, and the Chancel 
Choir shares Ralph Manuel’s beautiful “Alleluia” during the 11:00 a.m. service.

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY
FEBRUARY 10 – 8:30 & 11:00 A.M.
Pastor Heather preaches on Luke 5:1-11., the story of Jesus calling the disciples to follow 
him. 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY
FEBRUARY 17 – 8:30 & 11:00 A.M.
Today, Pastor Heather preaches on Luke 6:17-26. The Bells of Saint Vrain Handbell 
Ensemble offer special music at both services, and the Chancel Choir sings a favorite 
anthem, “Order My Steps in Your Word” by Glenn Burleigh. Please note, there will be 
an Informational Meeting at 12:15 p.m. on this day, for the Members and Friends of the 
Congregation to receive an update on the current financial status of FCC.

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY
FEBRUARY 24 – 8:30  A.M. & 11:00 A.M.
We celebrate worship on this day The Chancel Choir sings Maurice Durufle’s ethereal 
“Ubi Caritas.”   followed by a Special Meeting of our congregation at 12:15 p.m. 

SPECIAL MEETING OF 
THE CONGREGATION
   Sunday, february 24, 2018 - 12:15 p.m.
   First Congregational Church Sanctuary

Following the two worship services, the Church Council will present 
the 2019 Budget at a Special Meeting of the Congregation. This extended 
timeline allows Council to fully incorporate the results of the 2019 
Epiphany Annual Appeal into the budget.  

Childcare and light snacks will be available.
We hope many members and friends of FCC are able to attend.
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For more information about 
the 2018 finances, please see 

the 2018 Annual Report. 
Hard copies are available at 
the church, or you can click 

this link to view the 
Annual Report online.

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.
cloversites.com/6f/6fb1435c-be3a-45df-
8c4f-b15afdb46d49/documents/Annual_

Report.2019_FINAL.pdf

2 0 1 8  F i n a n c i a l  R e s u l t s
 b y  J u l i a  N a c e ,  T r e a s u r e r

r u t h @ f c u c c . o r g

I begin with deep appreciation to Mike Gemm for providing over two years of service, 
expertise, and faith as Treasurer. Upon his resignation in July, I stepped in, expecting 
to sign checks and attend meetings, maybe write a report. Oops! Maintaining the status 

quo is not what happens at First Congregational Church of Colorado Springs.

Instead, the finances at First Congregational Church have been the intense focus of the entire Council 
for the past few months. Council convened a meeting in November to inform the congregation of the 
“State of the Finances” going into 2019. This has created an opportunity to bring the congregation into 
a deeper understanding of how our budget works, and to grapple with the challenges of change. Are 
we the size of our budget, the sum of professionally delivered programs? 

Rewind to January, 2018 when the congregation voted to approve an ambitious budget for 2018. In 
order to sustain our programs and staff we included a line for Fundraising Initiatives, challenging 
ourselves to raise $65,000 more in New Pledges throughout the year.  We came within $8,000 of this 
goal, thanks to the steady drumbeat of effort from Ruth Roland, Council, Staff, and faithful congregants. 
This budget was further supported by one time Bequest Income of $69,000. At year end, Contributions 
were $35,149 less than budgeted. Expenses were also less than budgeted, resulting in a final deficit of 
$-2,668. Sigh of relief. However, Council’s fiduciary responsibility to all who give and to the well being 
of our church has prompted deep discussion and a commitment to transparent problem solving as we 
move into 2019. 

This year has also brought into focus the need to bolster our Cash Reserves, the net of deficits and 
surpluses from time eternal, actually 1874. After almost 150 years of spending and giving we currently 
show a deficit balance of $-5,494. The tension between maintaining programs and building cash reserves 
is an ongoing theme in Council and FAC discussions. 

In August the congregation approved a $100,000 
Line of Credit as a safety net for emergencies, 
with the hand-to-God commitment from Council 
that it not be used to balance the budget. Council 
appreciates the trust that this vote conveyed and 
receives monthly updates on our cash balance. 

The Financial Advisory Committee continues to 
monitor our investments and mortgage as the 
markets change. In May the FAC reviewed the 
audit report from Capin Crouse. Appreciation 
goes to all members of the FAC, especially for 
their advice as we worked on the Line of Credit 
resolution. 

It is a joy to work with Council and the entire 
staff at our church. I am deeply inspired by our 
congregation and grateful to be part of the work 
of God. 
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W h a t  t h e  K i n g  o f  A l l 
S c a v e n g e r  H u n t s  L o o k s  L i k e !
b y  D e l  H o k a n s o n ,   D i r e c t o r  o f  C h i l d r e n ' s  &  F a m i l y  M i n i s t r y
d e l @ f c u c c . o r g

In alignment with the adult focus on Epiphany 
during January, the Kids' Community also 
took a journey into the unknown with the gift 
of getting closer to the mystery of the manger. 
To enter into the mystery, all the Sunday School classes and their 
new teachers gathered together during Faith Formation Hour on 
January 6 in the Music Room.

Once ready, classes were sent off 
on a journey, not using a map, or 
GPS. Rather they had to locate 
seven stars situated around the 
FCC facility. Once they found 
a star they still had to “make an 

effort” to search for a 
gift box, to get closer to 
the mystery of the gift of 
Jesus, and hold the gift 
they each received until 
the end of the journey.

Finally, their journey led 
them to the manger where 
their final gifts were 
found. But what does it all 
mean? 

But this is where the true 
work began. We unravelled 
the puzzling mystery of 
the Christmas story.  Why 
did God come to earth as 
a simple baby, a baby just 
like us? Maybe we can find 

Liam Kerrigan has an "Ahah" moment 
as he discovers a star on the top of the 
Peace Pole in the Atrium.

The Group:  They created their own crowns to imagine becoming a Magi. We do not know 
how many Magi there actually were and, like the Magi, our kids did not know 

what was ahead of them either. This was a joyful experiment and not regular Sunday 
School! Asked to wear capes, we were joined by several wizards! 

The 4th-5th Grade class helped the 
Preschoolers locate the gifts in the elevator

A star is found and with it a gift box 
of gift boxes for each group
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the meaning of Jesus as we work together 
to find him.

While the kids searched together for stars 
and gift boxes, the journey was unknown 
but FUN! They needed to gather ALL 
their pieces of the puzzle together as the 
metaphor evolved. They learned to share 
turns to unravel the gift boxes. Some 
kids were great with puzzles. Some were 
patient. All the pieces were equally sized 
and important, but they needed EACH 
PIECE, and each of them working together, 
to complete the puzzle. In highlighter 
pen on the completed puzzle, they saw 
the STAR that led them to JESUS, but the 
light of Jesus only shines now, if it shines 
through each of them, through each puzzle 
piece. 

Following this, the kids wrote the gifts 
they bring on each blank puzzle piece - 
the gifts they bring to their families, their 
classrooms, and their world - as a reflection 
of the light that shines from Jesus through 
them. 

It really was the King of All 
Scavenger hunts!

Kristofer McCormick piecing 
his gifts together with the help of 

teacher Becky Weiss

Abby McCormick writing the gifts 
she brings on her 7 puzzle pieces.

Preschoolers and 4th-5th Grade Ubuntus helping to piece together the mysterious puzzle

Evelyn Langdon and Sadie Hayman 
witness where the star finally led them - 
the Manger with baby Jesus.

Declan Maupin Hill and his team 
rejoice at competing their puzzle 
together

(right): The Kindergarten-1st Grade class gather around 
the manger with the collage of the Madonna and baby Jesus 
(created by families over Advent, we used commercial adverts 
to piece together the true gift of Christmas, baby Jesus). 
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As I talked about in last month’s issue of The 
Communicator, our confirmands explored the 
lessons of Jesus and looked for his spirit moving in 
our community over a 24-hour retreat in January. 
The ways these youth engaged with our hosts, 
with our learning, and with the teachings of Jesus 
were remarkable.

We started by exploring the Fine Arts Center 
and the decolonizing expressions of indigenous 
artists. We had a Bible lesson and communion 
in Shove Chapel and climbed the bell tower to 
see the view of our city at night. On Saturday 

morning, Patience Kabwasa 
from Colorado Springs Food 
Rescue told us about food 
deserts and we talked about 
Jesus’ miracle of feeding the 
five thousand (was it a multiplication miracle or 
a generosity and redistribution miracle?). Ann 
Lantz at Ecumenical Social Ministries gave us 
a tour around their facility and we talked about 
the reasons why people experience homelessness 
in the richest country in the world. Jessie Pocock 
at Inside/Out Youth Services helped us find our 
drag names and then we discussed what safe 
space for LGBTQIA+ kids in Colorado Springs 
looks like. We walked to the Marian House Soup 
Kitchen and received the generosity of a free 
hot meal which led to important conversations 
about feeling uncomfortable in “a place where 
you’re not supposed to be.” Our friend and fellow 
congregant, William (Monk) Putnam, shared his 
stories and life and spirit with us. And we ended 
our tour with Eric Pavri reminding us about what 
it really means to welcome the stranger by talking 
to us about his work at Catholic Charities’ Family 
I m m i g r a t i o n 
Services.

I was reminded 
that day that 
the problems 
we face as a 
community are 
not insurmountable, nor are they as complex as 
sometimes we make them out to be. Rather, it often 
seems to be that miracles are possible when we all 
bring what we have to the table and work together 
to make sure none in our community go without. 
Now, making that a reality through good policy 
and, yes, even taxes and redistribution, that seems 
to be the challenge that we have to face. And with 
regard to our particular FCC community, we need 
each of us bringing our gifts (ALL of our gifts, 
not just the financial ones) to the table, because 
collectivizing means we can get more done than 
we can on our own. I’ll keep fighting for that good 
news and I love fighting alongside you.

C o n f i r m a n d s  W a l k  T h e  S t r e e t s !
b y  C a n d a c e  W o o d s ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  Yo u t h  a n d  A d u l t  M i n i s t r y
c a n d a c e @ f c u c c . o r g
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The Forum is brought to you by your Forum Team: Ardith Hanson, Don Allred, Cathy White, Judith Rice-Jones, 
and Travis Hunter. Send your questions, comments, and ideas to Ardith Hanson. To receive The Forum Eblast, sign 
up during The Forum or contact Emily Bond (emily@fcucc.org). To listen to past sessions of The Forum, visit www.
fcucc.org, select “ministries” then “adult” then “The Forum.”

T h e  F o r u m  i n  F e b r u a r y
b y  A r d i t h  H a n s o n ,  T h e  F o r u m  C h a i r

a r d i t h m a r i e @ g m a i l . c o m

FEbruary 3: janet foerster
Nicaragua Update
Since mid-April 2018, Nicaragua 
has been thrown back into a 
period of violence and repression, 
as Ortega’s government killed 
hundreds and imprisoned 
thousands of non-violent 
protesters, mostly young students.   
Janet Foerster has been working 

in Nicaragua for over 15 years through her non-
profit organization, innerCHANGE WORKS. She 
will describe this humanitarian crisis and some of the 
efforts underway to help restore peace to that land.

FEbruary 10: 
PRofessor roger martinez
When Faith Wasn't Enough: 
Blood Purity, Genealogy, and 
the Spanish Inquisition 
Spain was crafted from Jewish, 
Muslim, and Christian families, 
but by 1492 religious converts were 

considered suspect in their sincerity. The Inquisition 
sought out those who had reverted to their prior 
religions. Spain was obsessed with blood purity that 
determined “good vs bad” Christians.  This question 
would haunt Spanish American families hiding secret 
pasts. Dr. Roger Lous Martínez-Dávila is a European 
Commission Marie Curie Fellow at the Universidad de 
Carlos III de Madrid (Spain) and an Associate Professor 
of History at University of Colorado-Colorado Springs 
(USA). He specializes in Spanish family religious 
history and migration for the 12th - 16th centuries His 
book, Creating Conversos, is published by the University 
of Notre Dame Press.

FEbruary 17: Catherine duarte
The Mill Street Neighborhood 
Plan: Prioritizing Preservation 
and Affordability
Catherine Duarte is a senior 
analyst with the Colorado Springs 
Community Development Division 
which has created the Mill Street 

Neighborhood Plan. The plan, if approved, will 
prioritize preservation and maintenance of affordability 
in this traditionally low-income neighborhood and 
build in some tools for resilience. Federal Community 
Development Block Grant money will be made 
available to homeowners to encourage them to rehab 
their historic homes and build even more low-income 
housing through an accessory dwelling pilot program. 
Come hear about this plan and the challenges facing 
this old working-class neighborhood.

FEbruary 24: 
Sister Rose ann Barmann
Prevention of Human Trafficking
Sister Rose Ann has been a 
Benedictine sister for over 58 years 
and has taught all age groups 
from young children and youth to 
college students and adults. She 

leads retreats and gives talks and presentations on a 
variety of topics, especially talks about Benedictine 
life, spirituality and theology. Sister Rose Ann is the 
Human Trafficking Prevention Coordinator for Benet 
Hill Monastery and a member of the Southern Colorado 
Human Trafficking Task Force. She has a caring heart 
for persons who are Survivors of this heinous crime.  

Nicaragua, Spanish Inquisition, 
Mill Street Plan, and Human Traficking

9:45-10:45 a.m. on Sundays, 
in the Carey Chapel located off of the Founders’ Room
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A n o t h e r  V i e w  f r o m  A  T r a n s - P a r e n t
b y  A n o n y m o u s ,  F C C  M e m b e r

Author's Note:  Although my child, and I, am “out” about their identity, I felt remaining anonymous 
will help keep the focus on the information, rather than identity. If someone has questions or concerns, 
I can be contacted through the office.

A few months ago, The Communicator presented an article from a parent describing the transition 
situation for her teenage son, and his journey so far. I thought the article reflected a very “typical” 
situation—the child is aware of their differences very early on, and has aversions to body parts that 
do not reflect their internal identity. I realized through my own child’s experience, that like so many  
other things humans experience, there are many ways for the person to identify and manifest their 
gender. It felt important to share this information to further educate people for whom this is a fairly 
unfamiliar topic.

During times of my child’s gender questioning, because I had awareness of the “typical” scenario, I 
had more doubts than I wish I had. First, my child was in their mid-twenties when they revealed they 
were “non-binary” (not identifying as male or female) and preferred to use the singular “they” as their 
pronoun. They had no concern what-so-ever about their female body, but had many concerns about 
being perceived as a “she.” This was a child who had been a “tomboy” since toddlerhood, and I was 
a progressive parent who was already using non-gendered toys and clothing for all of my children 
unless they expressed preference. Since somehow this non-binary person fit into my perception of 
them, my own acceptance was immediate. They described their feelings about themselves as varying 
from mild to strong in intensity, and varying between “atypical female” to “non-gendered” to “almost 
male” as they assessed themselves every day and kept a journal.  They spent a lot of time in theater and 
cos-play (fantasy role play in costume) exploring presenting as male.  

After several years had passed, they realized they were male, and being perceived as male and 
presenting as male was what made them (him) feel more natural and comfortable.  They selected a new 
name.  While being perceived and treated as female felt extremely uncomfortable or even infuriating, 
they (he) still had no issues with his body parts not matching their (his) gender identity. As one  
can see by my use of pronouns in this paragraph, this next essential step for them (him) has been 
much more difficult for me. Why had this happened so far from childhood, and why was there no 
aversions to body parts like so many trans people experience?  I was ok with “they” but felt awkward 
and confused with “he,” especially in the past tense. Eventually I came to realize my understanding 
was what needed adjustment, that a “typical” experience did not represent all experiences.  My child 
did not need, nor absolutely could not, change what happened to them in their transition.  The age, the 
body acceptance, the gradual realization 
of gender, was all part of how being trans 
was for them.

As we move in the future, I am 
transitioning to the masculine pronouns, 
but still feel stuck changing the past.  My 
knowledge has so far not influenced as 
much change as I wish in my behavior.  
Luckily my child realizes that nearly 
thirty years is a hard habit for a mom 
to change. They accept that I love them, 
that I will love him in the future, but that 
I too have my own journey.  
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As many of you know, I have begun a doctoral program in worship studies at 
the Robert E. Webber Institute for Worship Studies in Jacksonville, Florida. This 
program is the only one of its kind in the world – here’s how it’s described on the 
IWS website:

Worship isn’t just another option here at IWS. We are the only accredited 
graduate school in the world dedicated to worship and built from its 
beginnings to be that way. Our worship curriculum is not built atop some 
other program.

We emphasize the student and their ministry context in the classroom, we 
use rich tools to continue learning on-line following on-campus intensives, 
and we intentionally create an egalitarian, highly relational community.

You can find out more about the Doctor of Worship Studies program 
at www.iws.edu. 

In addition to the doctoral program and my regular responsibilities as Director of Music & Arts at First 
Congregational Church, I am excited to announce a concurrent project I have just begun. 

I will serve as the Interim Director of Music at Black Forest Community Church (BFCC) from January-
July 2019. Black Forest Community Church is a small but growing community in transition. Their 
pastor, Rev. Marta Fioriti, began in April 2018 and has been doing amazing work there over the last 
eight months. Marta and I have a long history of collaboration; first when she was the Director of 
Youth & Adult Ministry here at FCC, and later when she served as the Minister of Faith Formation at 
Broadmoor Community Church. 

During this six-month period, Marta and I will meet regularly 
to create exciting worship opportunities in a community very  
different than that of FCC. I will direct the choir at Black Forest 
Community Church, which will sing once a month. I will also 
serve as worship leader at BFCC once a month. This opportunity 
will allow me to experiment with worship in two diverse settings 
– one small, one large; one with structured and established liturgy, 
one with more flexible liturgy; one where I’ve been for ages, one 
brand-new to me. 

I’m looking forward to this opportunity to explore worship in 
these two diverse contexts, and I am so appreciative of the FCC 
community for the flexibility to do so. I’ll be happy to answer 
questions about my studies and the various projects I’ll be doing 

along the way. Please reach out if you’d like! 

I am profoundly grateful to each of you for your dedication and support of the worship and art 
ministries at First Congregational Church. 

W o r s h i p  S t u d i e s  &  J o b  S h a r e
b y  M a n d y  T o d d ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  M u s i c  a n d  A r t s  M i n i s t r y

m a n d y @ f c u c c . o r g
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C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  L i f e :  D e c e m b e r  1 6  - J a n u a r y  1 3
b y  D a v i d  A c t o n ,  O f f i c e  A d m i n i s t r a t o r
d a v i d @ f c u c c . o r g

THANK YOU to Dave Babin, Tom & Ellen Francis, Glenn Marshall, Polly Strovink, 
and Kirk Wohlhueter, all of whom served as liturgists in worship. Throughout the busy 
holiday season, we enjoyed beautiful special music provided by Cameron Dupy, Sarah 
Groh Correa, Brian Hofflander, Chloe Kemp, Amber Khederian, Drew Moore, Sarah Newbrough, 
Russ Ware, and the Flute Choir. Thank you also to Charles Barber, Denise Ellsworth, Carolyn Hill, 
Sandy Johannsen, John Stefonik, Jeanie Tate, and Hope and George Woodhead for Godly Play 
Worship support. Aaron Brown, Amy Colwell, Mindy Matthes, Laura Pfender, and Linda and Douglas 
Sharp provided support in Kids' Community Worship. Angie Adams gave her support to the Middle 
School group, “Seeds.” Thank you to Hannah Rockey, to the Youth Group, and Children’s Ministry 
Team for their assistance with Advent programs for families. Additionally, we thank Cameron Dupy, 
Chloe Kemp, Amber Khederian, Sarah Newbrough, the Chancel Choir and the Nexus Brass Quintet 
for music and support on Christmas Eve. Finally, we thank Julie Andrews, Alison and Owen Gerbig, 
Pete Hokanson, Joanne Jardine, Eleanor Law, Connie Raub, Linda Roberts, and Amy Velimirovich 
for the set-up and take-down of beautiful Christmas decorations that provided festive joy throughout 
the holiday season.

We lift PRAYERS for those with health concerns, including Lane Cornforth and Scott Muise. For those 
who are recovering, we pray for Janet Carpenter, Sheryl Cline, Tom Hershberger, Reba Holmes, 
Ruth Lehmkuhl, Kirk Wohlhueter. We pray also for those undergoing treatment for cancer, including 
Rose Enyeart's sister Carolyn Miles, Gayle Jordan, Linda LeMieux, Mike Matthews, and Barbara 
Skinner. We pray for Tom Francis’ stepfather Rob Blair, whose health is declining; and for Hannah 
Rockey’s dad, Rocky.

We offer CONDOLENCES to Emily Bond and family, on the loss of her aunt, Teresa Broughten-Bowe; 
to Aaron Brown and family, on the loss of his grandmother, Joanna Hosney; to friends and family 
mourning the loss of Erma Chappell; to Eydie Elkins on the loss of her father, Arlie Stephen Elkins Jr.; 
to Marianne Danehy, friends, and family on the loss of her husband, Charles Hall; to Diana DiMara, 
on the loss of her brother, David Scott; and to Anne as she mourns the death of her husband Jeff.

CONGRATULATIONS to Pete Hokanson on his first art show, which opened on January 13 at Rico’s 
Wine Bar.

Parents Out Partying Somewhere
are invited to Los Gerbigs (Mike and Alison) 

Saturday, February 9 - 6:00 p.m.
for a Mexican food themed potluck.  

Provided: pork carnitas, frijoles negros, corn/flour 
tortillas, salsas, queso fresco, and fixings to make 

Micheladas and Sangria. 

Bring your favorite Mexican dish to share. 
Extra beverages are always welcome! 

RSVP: 719.627.0243 (Gerbigs) 
- please indicate what you plan to bring.
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In 2018, we launched a partnership with a wonderful organization in the Dominican 
Republic—Caminante. This partnership is through Global Ministries, part of UCC’s 
global outreach. The highlight was our High School Mission Trip there this past 
summer, led by Candace Woods.  In August, Janet and Sky Foerster traveled on their 

own to explore with Caminante how we might enrich this partnership.

Caminante—which means “one who walks the path”—is a grassroots non-profit organization working 
with homeless youth and combating human trafficking in Boca Chica, a sprawling beach town outside 
Dominican Republic’s capital, Santo Domingo. Their work is dedicated to helping disadvantaged and 
vulnerable children create a foundation for them to develop their potential. They get young children 
off the streets and provide meals, education, recreation, and mentorship. They run workforce training 
and development programs. And, they give love and dignity to people who have no other source for 
these precious commodities.

Their leader is Sister Denisse Pichardo, who is a veritable saint in this effort. First coming to Boca Chica 
in 1994, she created Caminante and Proyecto Educativo to combat the darker effects of foreign tourism 
on poor and vulnerable children. Twice recognized with the Hero Award from the World of Children, 
she is a formidable force in her community, providing leadership for her small and dedicated team—
some of whom are former “clients”—and lobbying local school and municipal authorities on behalf of 
children who are dispossessed and isolated.

FCC is proud to be building a partnership with 
Sister Denisse and her work. Your Mission Giving 
and Outreach Committee (MG&O) recently made a 
modest grant of $1,000 to support her programs to 
counter youth trafficking and provide educational 
benefits and mentors for kids on the street. The 
funds go through UCC’s national Global Ministries 
programs, to ensure accountability and a smooth 
transfer, but all funds make their way to Caminante.  
(For more about this partnership, see www.
globalministries.org/caminante_dr.) 

We hope to build on this partnership. Although we 
don’t plan to send our High School Mission Team 
there this year, we hope to find ways in which our 
youth here can connect with Caminante’s youth, and 
for members of our Congregation to connect with 
Caminante, including traveling there if they wish to 
do so. We also look forward to being able to bring 
Sister Denisse to Colorado Springs at some point so 
we can all get to know this wonderful woman.

In the meantime, Council has approved creation of 
an FCC “Global Mission Team,” under the auspices 
of MG&O. Anyone interested in engaging in this 
effort, please contact me.

F C C ' s  G l o b a l  M i s s i o n  O u t r e a c h  - 
C a m i n a n t e 

b y  S c h u y l e r  F o e r s t e r ,  M i s s i o n   O u t r e a c h  C o m m i t t e e  C h a i r
s k y f o e r s t e r @ g m a i l . c o m
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This month we celebrate love, in all its 
manifestations, with flowers, chocolates, 
sappy Hallmark moments, and those 
intricate, school day Valentine boxes. We 
tell each other in so many ways that we are 
important, that we matter to one another. FCC’s Stephen Ministry 
is especially gleeful this month, because we are celebrating the 
mission of a Stephen Minister. 

People ask, “What exactly is a Stephen Minister?”  Some have 
referred to Stephen Ministers as the After People.  

 . . . after  the phone call you hoped you’d never get.
 . . . after  the funeral, when everyone has left and the emotions you’ve held at bay come crashing in  
   on you. 
 . . . after  the relationship falls apart and the bottom falls out of your life.
 . . . after the doctor says, “I’m sorry, but there’s nothing more we can do.”
 . . . after the nursing home director shakes you hand and says, “Welcome to your new home.”
 . . . after the last child honks the horn, waves, and drives away—and the house suddenly seems  
   empty.
 . . . after the gavel comes down, the handcuffs go on, and your loved one is led away. 
 . . . after the baby arrives, demanding more of  
   you than you ever dreamed possible.
 . . . after  you find a pink slip with your final  
   paycheck.
 . . . after  your family and friends have heard  
   your story one too many times, but  
   you still need to talk it out.

Stephen Ministers are the After People. They are 
ready to come alongside you—or your friends, 
neighbors, coworkers, or relatives—and provide 
comfort and support for as long after as needed.1

The people of First Congregational Church do this 
all year. Through our actions and priorities, our 
various ministries reach out to one another and to 
the wider community bringing the living message 
of God’s all-encompassing love. We serve one 
another – the hands, feet, mind, and heart of Jesus.   

Are you a person who chooses to serve your 
church community in this manner?
Please talk to Pastor Jacque (jacque@fcucc.org) or 
Margaret Reiber (mjreiber@gmail.com).
_________________________________
1  Stephen Ministries St. Louis, 2016.

F e b r u a r y  -  T h e  M o n t h
b y  E l i z a b e t h  V i n c e n t ,  S t e p h e n  M i n i s t e r
j o a t f o r e v e r 6 9 @ g m a i l . c o m
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First Congregational Church's "Cooking School" anticipates another delicious year 
starting in March and ending in October 2019, just before the holidays. This will 
be our 10th year of meeting once a month on Fridays, 11:00 a.m. - 1:00  p.m. in the 
Kitchen at the church. The specific Friday sessions will be announced in future 
issues of The Communicator, eblasts, and the bulletin as we draw closer to them.

We are committed to using fresh, ripe, whole foods  in our recipes, supporting local sources, and  
spending time preparing the recipes in our kitchens so that the outcome will be nourishing and  
sustaining to our bodies, health and well-being. We strive to slow down as we share time and 
conversation around the kitchen table with others as a way to be in thoughtful community with one 
another.  As we cultivate these simple habits, we are mindful of our abundance in a world where many 
are hungry.  

We began last March with our own Alyce Morgan 
who focused on recipes for an "Italian Easter 
Dinner." Since she and her husband, David, lived 
for a time in Italy, she was the perfect person to 
share traditional recipes for a five-course Italian 
meal starting with the "aperitifs" and ending 
with the "digestivo." She featured an "Instant Pot 
Asparagus Risotto with Lemon" coupled with an 
Italian-style braised leg of lamb, and ended with a 
pistachio gelato. 

Susan Schenk from Temple Shalom is a professional caterer and a popular presenter for our Cooking 
School. In April, she delighted us with a springtime kale salad, a lemony pasta with cauliflower, 
chickpeas, and arugula, and finished with a knock-out whole orange cake that calls for two whole 
oranges.

In May we had four volunteers from the class present Favorite Recipes using 6 ingredients or less - always 
a well-received session, and in June our own Lisa Mason shared fabulous recipes from the Santa Fe 
cuisine to include "Chili Verde Con Carne," "Calanacitas," and "Salada de Sevilla."

In July, Patti White shared the art of presenting a French-style casual buffet, a "Charcuterie,"  with 
an assortment of cheese, meats, olives, dried fruits, 
nuts, and breads... and wine.   

In August, Judith Rice Jones, an instructor at UCCS, 
presented Stone Soup. She created two kettles of 
soup from vegetables from our gardens and hers. 
Judith also talked to us about the current topics 
focusing on nutrition and sustainable living.

September - our 'Outreach Month' - was the month 
we served at the Marion House Soup Kitchen. This is always a mindful experience providing us a 
time of reflection and awareness of others in our community.

October, our own Bill and Beth Kemp demonstrated the art of creating satisfying vegetarian dishes for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas feasts, without compromising any of the tastes of the traditional dishes.  

Please join us when we begin again in March, 2019. The sessions are free, and you are warmly welcome 
to join us.

A  C o o k i n g  S c h o o l  R e v i e w
b y  C h r i s  H a l l ,  C o o k i n g  S c h o o l  C h a i r

c h r i s t i n e _ c _ h a l l @ m s n . c o m 
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While searching in an old membership ledger for detail on the 
Rev. Holland's tenure at FCUCC, I stumbled to my surprise 
on the Myron Wood family. Myron Gilmore Wood joined 
our church in 1957 with his wife and two children. Wood, 
of course, is the well known photographer, who left a legacy 
of historical preservation pictures on Colorado, of which the 
Pikes Peak Library carries the Myron Wood Collection and to 
which The Gazette regularly references. The ledger, running 
through 1993, shows no documentation on the departure of 
Mrs. Wood and the children to Oklahoma after their divorce 
some years later, nor how long Myron kept his membership, 
probably not all that long.

Born in 1921 in Wilson, OK, Myron Wood acquired his interest 
in photography from his father Sanford and love of music 
from his mother Margaret. He obtained his BFA in music just 
before he was sent to war in 1943. Lt. Wood distinguished 
himself in Normandy, receiving the Bronze Star. Recovering 
from his war 
wounds in 
Santa Fe, he 
rediscovered 
his love of 
photography 

and decided to settle in 
Colorado Springs. Here Myron earned a living playing 
the piano at the Yew Bow Inn on Tejon, while freelancing 
as a photographer. From 1951 till 1961 he was assistant 
curator at the Fine Arts Center and between 1958 and 
1988 the official photographer of Colorado College.

Between 1960 and 1972, with his second wife Nancy, he 
produced five photographic books about the Southwest 
with emphasis on the rural lifestyle: A Ballad of the West, 
West to Durango, Little Wrangler, Colorado Big Mountain 
Country, and Hollering Sun. Later photographic work 
included the architecture of Colorado Springs' West-
side and documentaries on the Taos Pueblo Native 
Americans and the Penitente Brotherhoods. In the early 
eighties, Myron Wood produced his famous Georgia 
O'Keeffe photo series, showcased at the Fine Arts Center 
four years ago. He retired in 1988. After two strokes in 
the early nineties, Myron Wood died in 1999. 

P e e k  i n  t h e  P a s t :
I n  B l a c k  a n d  W h i t e
b y  C h r i s  S t e e n b e r g e n ,  C h u r c h  H i s t o r i a n
c h r i s . s t e e n b e r g e n @ y a h o o . c o m

Myron Wood on assignment

Rescue of a young colt, by Myron Wood.
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Our new series - "Where are they Now" - has featured in two 
issues of The Communicator. If you have updated information on a 
past member of FCC, we are interested in hearing from you! 
Perhaps someone who grew up in the church... someone who no longer lives in the area, etc... 
Let's feature them, and see where they are now! Please contact Emily Bond (emily@fcucc.org).

W h e r e
are they

N
O
W? ?

Book Discussion Group
All are invited to join the FCC 
Book Discussion Group. The group 
meets quarterly, for discussion and 
refreshments. For more information, 
and/or to be added to the mailing list, 
please contact Linda Boles (jobolesjr@
comcast.net).

February 10
6:00 p.m.

Gregg Library
An American Marriage 

by 
Tayari Jones  

April 2019
- date tbd
Beartown 

by 
Frederik Backman

Lectio Writing 
Practice

January through March - ALL are invited to 
meet with us in the Gregg Library on the third  
Wednesday at 2 p.m. Join us as we learn to meditate 
through writing. Our concentration for these three 
months find us looking at the Psalms. Together 
we read and sit with passages, gleaning from the 
words a voice which will speak to and through 
each of us.

You do not need to be a writer to meditate. Lectio 
Writing Practice is your opportunity to allow 
scripture to speak to you in your today. Join us, 
bring a writing pad and a pen, and experiment 
with us on February 20 at 2 p.m.
Looking forward to journeying with you.
Questions? Please email Pauli Hubbard 
- paulijhubbard49@gmail.com.
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Save the Dates!
May 10 - 12, 2019

Friday, May 10 7:00 p.m. Public Lecture  
  (Childcare provided)
Saturday, May 11 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  Workshop with  
  concurrent Children's Program
Sunday, May 12 8:30 a.m. | 11:00 a.m.  Preaching in 
  both services
 9:45 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. Q&A during Faith  
  Formation Hour

Rev. Dr. Miguel A. De La Torre

To learn more about the JWW Lectureship Series at First Congregational Church, please visit the 
following page on our website. There, you will find a list of past lecturers and some recordings 
from their time with us. https://www.fcucc.org/education/jww-lectureship-series

Interested persons should start reading his books:
•  Embracing Hopelessness 
•  Burying White Privilege: 
 Resurrecting a Badass Christianity

... as well as pretty much any others of his books!
To learn more about Rev. De La Torre, please visit 
www.drmigueldelatorre.com.

Upcoming Dates to Note:
 Congregations Alive! February 7-9 (Denver)
 Informational Meeting February 17
 Special Meeting of the Congregation February 24
 Transfiguration Sunday March 3
 Shrove Tuesday March 5 (All Church Event)
 Ash Wednesday March 6
 Friday Lenten Film Series March 8 - April 19 (every Friday night)
 First Sunday of Lent March 10
 5th Sunday Fellowship March 31
 Palm Sunday April 14
 Easter Sunday April 21



17 FEBRUARY 2019

APPOINTED OFFICERS
Lois Benson
Membership Clerk
Chris Steenbergen
Historian 

VOLUNTEER CHAIRS
Paul Schwotzer 
Audio/Visual
Alysa Webb
Children’s & Family Ministry
Lane Cornforth
Clergy/Congregation Relations (LM)
Lucy Shick
Clergy/Congregation Relations (AM)
Sid Shelton
Facility Improvement
Julia Nace 
Financial Advisory
Kathy Beck, Jeanie Tate
Gregg Library
Steve Getty 
Grounds
Karol Finch
Historical
Gordon Riegel
Human Resources
Rev. Jacque Franklin
Just Peace
OPEN
JWW Lectureship Series
Hope T. Woodhead
Kitchen Witches 
Jessica Gemm
Leadership Cultivation Committee
Sky Foerster
Mission Giving & Outreach
Susie Marten, Brian Love
Music & Arts Ministry
Nancy Forgy
The Mystery
Jerusha Goebel
Prayer Shawl Ministry
Dennis Kleinsasser, John Stefonik
Risk Reduction & Response
OPEN
Safety Team
OPEN
Sanctuary Arts Ministry
Margaret Reiber
Stephen Ministry
Brian Dimit, John Spears
Stewardship
Ardith Hanson 
The Forum
Judy Kolz
Visitation Ministry

CHURCH PROGRAM & OFFICE STAFF
Rev. Heather Haginduff
Lead Minister
Rev. Dr. Jacque Franklin
Minister of Pastoral Care
Mandy Todd
Director of Music & Arts
Candace Woods
Director of Youth & Adult Ministry
Del Hokanson
Director of Children’s & Family Ministry
Ruth Roland
Director of Financial Ministry
Emily Bond
Communications Coordinator
David Acton
Organist/Office Administrator

CHURCH COUNCIL
Connie Brachtenbach
Moderator
Lee Lehmkuhl
Vice Moderator
Julia Nace
Treasurer
Lisa Mason
Secretary
Lynne Stefonik
Care & Fellowship
Wayne Bland
Outreach
Adam Gibbs
Worship & Spiritual Life
Gloria Latimer
Education

AD HOC STAFF
Lesli Weaver, RN
Congregational Nurse 
Gail Rogers
Wedding Coordinator
Victoria Hansen, Ani Rose Whaleswan
Memorial Services Coordinators 
Amy Colwell
Receptions Coordinator

CHURCH STAFF
Ani Rose Whaleswan, Curt Daniel
Sunday Sextons
Doris Fletcher, Bob Scheafer
Custodians
David Wilson
Sanctuary Keeper

NURSERY STAFF
Kiara Nath
Nursery Attendant Supervisor
Sean Drevs, Kären Knabe, 
Kiara Nath, Kaitlyn O’Donnell 
& Thea Roland
Nursery Attendants

PASTORS EMERITI
Rev. Dr. Jerry Jordan
(1973-1988)
Rev. Dr. James White
(1989-2005)

VOLUNTEER  POSITIONS
Ceil Malek
Communion Coordinator
Ann Benson 
Flowers Coordinator
Marsha Garrett 
Liturgist Coordinator
Virginia Carlson, Dave Doman
Phyllis Rhinehart, 
Richard Rhinehart
Head Ushers
Isabelle Kemp
Sanctuary Steward
Phyllis White 
Flute Choir
Blake Pelton
Lay Representative to ESM
Curt Daniel, Deirdre Gilbert, 
Christy Kessler, Ruth 
Koenigsamen, Mindy Matthes,
Ken Painter, Sue Prendinger, 
Margaret Reiber, Lucy Shick, 
Pat Steffens, Sue Todd, 
Phyllis White
Office Volunteers
MaryEllen Beltracchi
The Communicator Proof-Reader

ASSOCIATED IN MINISTRY
Rev. Steve Alsum
Rev. Darlene Avery
Rev. Lyn Boudreau
Rev. Stephen Brown
Rev. Pat Dolin
Rev. Derek Krehbiel
Rev. Patty Walker 
4-Way Covenant

Candace Woods, 
Mallory Everhart, Anya Powers
Seminarians

Candace Woods, 
Mallory Everhart, 
Samantha Garrett, Anya Powers
Members in Discernment



WOULD YOU LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE COMMUNICATOR?

We invite you to submit articles, notices, and letters relevant to the life of our 
congregation. Accepted submissions may be edited for length, clarity, and correctness.  

Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official FCC policy.

 The DEADLINE for the next issue (March 2019 Issue) is Friday, March 15. Please 
send to Emily Bond - emily@fcucc.org

 REQUIREMENTS:
•  Include author’s name, church role, contact email, and contact telephone number. 
•  Include a title suggestion and, if desired, photos, etc. 
• Full page articles should be a MAXIMUM of 500 words (one page in size 12 font). 
 **If articles include photos or graphics, please submit a shorter article. 
•  Short articles and announcements are welcomed and will be vetted to decide about  
 inclusion. 
•  May be a MSWord attachment or an email. 
• Accepted LATE submissions may be placed in the next edition or may be sent out via  
 weekly e-blast.

20 EAST SAINT VRAIN STREET
COLORADO SPRINGS | CO | 80903

First Congregational UCC is an Open and Affirming 
Congregation. We invite people of every age, ace, 
marital status, sexual orientation, gender expression, 
means, ability and spiritual tradition to join us in the 
love of God and neighbor through Christian worship, 
dedication to education and commitment to service.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


