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The Second Fastest Growing School in the Nation 
According to the Chronicle of Higher Education Almanac 2017-18, Nevada State College is the second fastest growing public 
baccalaureate institution in the United States. From 2005 to 2015, we grew from 1,556 students to 3,534, which is a 127% 
increase. Although we did not surpass the growth reported by The University of Hawaii-West Oahu (213%), we are 
significantly higher than the third fastest growing institution, Purdue University North Central, which reported a 75% 
increase. If the Chronicle measured from 2005 to 2017, our 127% increase would jump to 171%, due in part to our 72% 
increase in new, first-year students this fall. Moving into the spring, we are working on retaining these students and helping 
them transition into their second semester at NSC. 
  

Biennium Requests 
On Friday, November 17th NSHE Chancellor, Thom Reilly, and four other members of the system office came to hear a 
presentation by President Patterson and the NSC leadership team on our budget proposals for the next biennium and 
particularly budget priorities in anticipation of the 2019 Legislative session. The meeting was very positive and we received 
valuable feedback from the members of the system office on the feasibility of our requests and even alternative avenues for 
garnering matching funds for large projects. The funding priorities presented included (unranked): 

• State matching funds for construction of the new School of Education Building 

• State matching funds for construction of the new Health Sciences Building with CSN 

• Early childhood education program 

• Support for Speech Pathology Master’s program unfunded in the last biennium 

• New degree program in Informatics/Data Science 

• Enhancement funds for the statewide mission 

• Dual and co-enrollment programs with high schools 

• Water tank 

 
Meeting Workforce Demand for Nursing Professionals 
Our revamped online RN-BSN (Registered Nurse to Bachelor’s of 
Science in Nursing) program is off to an exceptional start since 
launching in May of 2017. Backed by a strategic marketing effort from 
Academic Partnerships, the program has grown in enrollment from 83 
students in May 2017 to a recent tally of 210. Designed in large part to 
address the ever-present need for baccalaureate-prepared nurses in 
Nevada (recently ranked #5 among high-demand occupations in the 
LVGEA Workforce Blueprint), the program also extends our reach to 
students in several other states, including California, Arizona, and 
Texas. The effort is buoyed by a robust marketing presence, online 
accessibility, a highly competitive cost structure ($7300 in-state and 
$8900 out-of-state), a streamlined admissions process, and the strong 
reputation of our longstanding BSN program. The program has a 
unique curriculum based on the Caring Sciences aimed at bringing a 
greater emphasis on compassion and nurse-patient human relationships to the medical environment. 
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Department of Education Grants  
At the last meeting, NSC was still waiting to learn if it had secured two Department of Education grants. We did! Both the 
$2.7 million Developing Hispanic-Serving Institutions (DHSI) grant and the $200,000 Child Care Access Means Parents in 
School (CCAMPIS) awards officially began on October 1, 2017. For the DHSI grant, we are moving quickly to fill key 
positions including the Project Coordinator, an administrative assistant, and an additional Pre-Education Advisor. We will 
also expand student support services by adding more math tutors and writing specialists to support Praxis Prep courses as 
well as pay for students' PRAXIS test fees if they complete the prep course. For the CCAMPIS grant, the grant funds 
allowed us to extend the amount of childcare offered from four hours to eight hours every day. We are currently enrolling 
children for Spring 2018 with a deadline of December 15, 2018. Although spaces are limited, we will be able to use grant 
funds and donations from the Foundation to fully waive any out-of-pocket costs for students utilizing the child care. More 
information can be found at www.nsc.edu/childcare. 
 

Undergraduate Research & Creative Works 
Conference 
We are currently planning our third annual NSC Undergraduate 
Research and Creative Works Conference, where students from 
multiple disciplines come together to share their posters, presentations, 
and creative projects. In only two years, student submissions more 
than doubled from 81 student presenters in 2016 to 172 student 
presenters in 2017. To incentivize participation, faculty judges present 
awards for the best examples of work in each category.  
 

Partnership with Touro 
Nevada State College and Touro University Nevada (TUN) have entered an exciting new partnership that will give 
qualified students the opportunity to complete an NSC Bachelor of Science (B.S.) degree and a TUN Master of Medical 
Health Sciences (M.H.S.) degree within four years. Other degree paths offered by TUN, such as the Physician Assistant or 
Osteopathic Medicine degrees may be completed in one fewer year than is typical for this program. Qualified sophomore 
students will be selected for “The Partners Program” in spring 2018 and begin their Master’s classes at Touro in fall 2019. 
Besides the efficiency of time to Master's degree in the Partners Program, an added benefit is that participating students 
will not be required to take the MCAT to complete these medical programs at TUN. 
 

An Excellent Return on Investment 
As we near our 15th anniversary and 
celebrate our successes, it is easy to 
forget our roots in the Dawson 
Building. When we opened our 
doors in 2002, we began with 177 
students, three classrooms, and a 
small library. With no initial 
investment from the state, we’ve 
managed to grow each year, 
exceeding the benchmarks 
established by our sister institutions 
and providing a remarkable value for the citizens of Nevada.  
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