Sample Comment

Dear Commissioners,

I urge you to oppose the President’s plan to paint the EEOB. Painting this iconic gray granite building white would permanently destroy the visual balance of one of America’s most significant civic spaces.

The building's gray granite is not an accident or a deficiency to be corrected; it is a deliberate and celebrated design choice that has defined this part of the capital for more than 135 years. The building was designed to showcase the natural texture and tonal variation of its granite. Paint would obscure the craftsmanship and detail that define its historic design. Moreover, the gray stone of the EEOB and of the Treasury Building bookend and highlight the stark white of the White House. Painting the EEOB, which is far larger than the White House, the same color will eliminate the White House’s visual distinction.
 
Permanence of materials is a core CFA value —permanently altering irreplaceable historic granite runs directly counter to it. Painting requires surface abrasion and traps moisture, which causes cracking, flaking, and long-term structural degradation of the stone. Once applied, paint cannot be removed without further damaging the stone. White paint will show environmental staining far more visibly than granite. The federal government’s own longstanding guidance warns against painting historic granite for precisely these reasons.

There are better, proven alternatives. Cleaning and repointing have successfully restored and brightened the building’s exterior in the past without damaging the stone. Other options for beautification include modernized architectural lighting and landscaping. I support preservation approaches that enhance the building while respecting established standards.

Thank you for your consideration. 
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