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If you appreciate the message above, please consider joining The “ORCHOS BITACHON” WhatsApp Group 

and get CLARITY in the basics of Bitachon and how to apply it to your life in a practical and meaningful way. 
Send a WhatsApp message to 732-551-4882 to join. Questions/Comments can be emailed to OrchosYosher@Gmail.com 

 

ָ֗פרשת  ָ֜יו יְהוּד  גַַּ֨שׁ אֵל  תשפ"ד הוַיִּ  – HASHEM’S STORY  
 

So, do you know the story of Yosef and the brothers? 

Of course you do! Yosef’s brothers were envious of Yaakov Avinu’s special relationship with him so they sold 
him as a slave and he ended up in Mitzrayim. Yosef ends up in jail, and then, through a series of turns of events, 
became the ruler of the entire land of Egypt, and ultimately ended up providing sustenance for his brothers and 
for his father. 

Sounds about right? Well, that is NOT the story at all! In fact, it is the exact opposite of the real story. 

The real story, as Dovid Hamelech succinctly tells it in Tehilim (105:17) is as follows: 

ישׁ פְנֵיהֶם אִּ לַח לִּ מְכַר יוֹסֵף לְעֶבֶד שׁ  נִּ  -Hashem sent a man before them; Yosef was sold as a slave. 

The history of the Jewish nation was being written. Hashem told Avraham Avinu that his descendants would end 
up in Mitzrayim. To lay the groundwork for their stay there, Hashem had to send someone ahead of time to put 
down roots. Yosef was chosen to be that man. To facilitate that, Hashem orchestrated that the brothers sell him 
as a slave who ends up in Mitzrayim. 

Yes, the brothers’ selling him was not the impetus that landed him in Mitzrayim. The exact opposite is the case; 
Hashem’s will to land Yosef in Mitzrayim was the impetus for the brothers’ decision to sell him. 

No human being has the power to harm another person. If a human does – seemingly – hurt another, they are just 
a stick being used by Hashem to fulfill His will. If it wouldn’d have been this stick, it would have been a different 

one. הרבה שלוחים למקום 

That is why Dovid Hamelech did not write it in the chronological order of events as  ֹמְכַר יו ישלְעֶבֶד נִּ פְנֵיהֶם אִּ לַח לִּ סֵף שׁ   

Rather, he wrote it in the “correct” order of events: ׁיש פְנֵיהֶם אִּ לַח לִּ מְכַר יוֹסֵף לְעֶבֶד שׁ  נִּ . Hashem’s plan to send Yosef 

to Mitzrayim preceded the brothers’ “idea” to sell Yosef. 

We find this exact sentiment in the words Yosef used to calm his brothers’ unease when he revealed himself to 

them.  He tells them (Bereishis 44:5)  ם פְנֵיכֶֶֽ י אֱלֹקים לִּ חַַ֥נִּ חְי ָ֔ה שְׁל  ָּ֣י לְמִּ ִ֖י הֵֵ֑נ ה כִּ י מְכַרְתֶַ֥ם אֹתִּ ַּ֨חַר֙ בְעֵָּ֣ינֵיכֶָ֔ם כִֶּֽ ָּ֣צְבָ֗וּ וְאַל יִּ ָּ֣ה  אַל תֵע   Do - וְעַת 

not be sad, and let it not trouble you that you sold me here, for it was to save lives that Hashem  sent me before 
you. 

The simple reading of the word  ם פְנֵיכֶֶֽ  in this Posuk is that Hashem orchestrated this entire chain of events for  לִּ

your benefit (See Rashi and Rashbam) 

The deeper understanding of the word ם  however, is that  Yosef was telling his brothers this central and ,לִּ פְנֵיכֶֶֽ

important principle of Emunah & Bitachon:  “The decision to have me sold to Mitzrayim was made a long time 
before it ever entered your minds. It was the will of Hashem that I be imprisoned in Mitzrayim, as a way of 
purifying and refining me for my role as the ruler of Egypt. You were just the sticks that  Hashem used to put His 
Master Plan into action” 

As Dovid Hamelech states (ibid.)  תְהו פ  ה צְר  מְרַת  רוֹ  אִּ  עַד עֵת בֹא דְב 

Yosef was imprisoned and shackled until the time came for the word of Hashem toּ be fulfilled;  he was tested and 
refined and made ready to withstand the tribulations of ruling Mitzrayim. (Based on the Malbim and on the understanding of 

Rav Avigdor Miller Zatzal) 

There is no such thing as a “turn of events” or a “random situation”. Everything is predetermined by Hashem, 
masterminded by Hashem and orchestrated by Hashem. Yes, we have bechirah, free will, to decide if  we opt to 
be the stick that Hashem uses to fulfill His plan, but our bechira is limited to our thoughts and decisions only, as 
the results, outcomes and actual events that take place are totally in Hashem’s realm, and if He wants them to 
happen they will; if he doesn’t want them to happen, they won’t. The story is always Hashem’s story. (See Malbim to 

Mishlei 19:21) 

Good Shabbos! 


