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The Future of Christianity
in the west – 6
Since just 2015 a more militant
secularism has entered the stage of
American public life. “Marriage”
has been redefined, or rather, defined
out of existence. Any group of
people associating with each other
are now recognized as “family.” If
everything is a family, nothing is a family.
Abortion is now celebrated rather than
merely tolerated. The same is true
of homosexuality, bisexuality, and
transgenderism, with polygamy on the
horizon. None of this will promote
human flourishing. These trends will
not end well.
The issues we raise are volatile, to say
the least. Let me say again that we
recognize that women have always
been in the workplace making valued
contributions in medicine, education,
law, advertising, agriculture, graphic
design, and countless other fields. That
is not the issue. What is at issue is the
dignity, propriety, and priority of the
home and childrearing.
In addition to strengthening the
church, the family, and marriage (profatherhood and pro-homemaker), the
Christian community must be prochildren.
Pro-children
The secular culture of death prevents

conception through birth control,
terminates life through abortion, and
flirts with the practice of infanticide.
Current birth rates in the United States
are at a 32-year low. Newspapers
proclaim “America’s Millennial Baby
Bust.”1 The progressive outlook is
profoundly anti-child. The Christian
community must be pro-life and
pro-child. This means wanting and
welcoming all children whom God is
pleased to give.
In a recent article in the Wall Street
Journal entitled “A Woman Doesn’t
Need an Office to Be Empowered,”
Erica Komisar, a psychoanalyst and
author that we noted earlier, battles
the idea that the only “meaningful”
work is that done outside of the home.
“A woman’s value isn’t only a matter
of how much she can earn,” she
writes. She rebuts the “career first”
philosophy, the implication of which
is “that women are useful to society
only if they work full-time and add
to gross domestic product…. that
staying at home to raise children is a
waste of their precious education, a
cop-out, not ‘real work.’” She argues
instead that “motherhood isn’t weak
or worthless; nurturing children is the
most significant and meaningful work a
person can do.”2 After her article was
published, a number of letters to the
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editor vehemently objected. She responded with a letter of
her own reaffirming her position:
The defensiveness of so many to the concept that a
woman’s value is so much more than how much she
earns only reinforces my concern that society has
overlooked nurturing as the most important labor.
A maternal economy doesn’t preclude women from
working or earning money, or striving to achieve great
things in their careers; however, it does elevate women
who choose to prioritize mothering as of equal value
to those who work for pay… My central message
has always been and always will be that the needs of
children must come first and mothers are essential to
their emotional development.3
Must we want and welcome all the children that God gives?
Can we afford to have multiple children? Even the most
sincere believers worry about how they can finance a large
family. Esolen points out the irony:
We live in comforts that the richest of aristocrats not
very long ago could never have dreamed of, and yet
we claim that we are too poor to have more than a
child or two.

Our goal in raising these issues is to alert the Christian
community to harmful cultural trends. Yet we do not want
to be heard to say that women should never work outside of
the home. That is not the point. The wifely ideals of Proverbs
31 portray wide-ranging activities within and beyond the
home. Lydia, “a seller of purple goods,” was a successful
businesswoman whose vocation is left uncriticized (Acts 16:1415). Neither are we saying that it is invalid to utilize the services
of a daycare or a nanny. We recognize that life is complicated
and multiple factors enter into these decisions. One family may
not judge another.
Rather, we seek merely to elevate the status of those who wish
not to work outside of the home. We seek merely to highly
esteem the work that goes on within the home, especially that of
child rearing. Let’s not forget the Apostle Paul’s exhortation to
older women to train younger women to “love their husbands
and children… working at home” (Titus 2:5). This is not merely a
personal preference, but a biblical ideal. Certainly this ideal has
to be nuanced. Certainly there are extenuating circumstances.
Yet it is and must be an ideal for the Christian community. If
we live more simply, have fewer career and material aspirations,
make fewer financial commitments that obligate high levels of
income, we may be able to afford to have more children, and
mom may be freed to devote her full time to rearing them.
				—TLJ

Instead, he claims,
the truth is the reverse: we are too rich to have more
than a child or two, too committed to work for work’s
sake and to the purchase of prestige, mansions, the
‘best’ schools, and toys for grownups.4
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Similarly, the Wall Street Journal article cited above
acknowledges that “the uncomfortable truth may be that the
‘two-income trap’ is more about maintaining a certain high
living standard than it is access to a decent life in America.”4
The Apostle Peter calls us “exiles” (1 Peter 1:1). We feel
like exiles in this corrupt culture. Thankfully, the Bible has
instructions for exiles. The prophet Jeremiah directs the
Hebrew exiles in Babylon to build houses, plant gardens,
marry, pray, and please note, have children:
“Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the
exiles whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon:
5
Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their
produce. 6 Take wives and have sons and daughters; take
wives for your sons, and give your daughters in marriage,
that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and
do not decrease. 7 But seek the welfare of the city where I have
sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in
its welfare you will find your welfare.” (Jer 29:4-7)
4

“Bear sons and daughters, multiply there and do no decrease”
always has been the divinely-given strategy of the people of
God. Multiply, God says to His people.
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The Editorial Board, “America’s Millennial Baby Bust,”
Wall Street Journal, May 29, 2019, A14.
Wall Street Journal, Sept. 21/22, 2019, A13 (my emphasis).
Erica Komisar, “Society Should Better Support All Mothers,”
Wall Street Journal, Oct. 7, 2019, A18.
Esolen, Out of the Ashes, 128.
Wall Street Journal, May 29, 2019, A14.

Spring Inquirers’ Class
April 5 - May 17
Telfair Hall (Axson Bldg.)
The next session of the Inquirers’ class will meet
at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings beginning April 5
(lasting 7 weeks). The class will be taught by Terry
Johnson.

The objective of the class is to introduce interested
persons to the history, doctrine, practices, and people
of the church.
Contact Karen Hansill for further information at
912-421-8100.

Independent Presbyterian
Spring Quarter Sunday School ~ March 8 – May 2020

Christian
Stewardship
By now, the sanctuary is empty of tartans, the
bagpipes are silent, and a peppercorn is snugly
surrounded by over 260 companions. Why is this
event significant? Let me make the case that Heritage
Sunday is a recognition of the financial faithfulness
of our predecessors and our promise to benefit
succeeding generations.
In a recent sermon on the seventy-eighth Psalm,
Pastor Johnson called this perspective “the long
view.” In other words, we should consider the lasting
effect of how we spend our resources. If you observe
the exterior of our buildings, for instance, you will
notice that several plaques memorialize the gradual
construction of our downtown campus. The Axson
Memorial Building, for example, arrived in the late
1920s. Our Administration Building and Sanctuary
emerged only a generation prior. After a fire
devoured the previous structures, the congregation
resolved to rebuild. At the dedication, the minister
aptly exposited Haggai 2:9:
“The glory of this latter house shall be greater than
the former.”
Or, consider a more recent addition—the Whitaker
Street Building. Erected a decade ago, it receives an
influx of youth every Wednesday night, young adults
every Thursday night, and various age groups on
Sundays. In short, because congregants have been
willing to give of their finances for centuries, multiple
generations will experience Christian education and
fellowship throughout our downtown campus.
Therefore, Heritage Sunday helps us to reflect on
the gifts we received from our ancestors, and it
encourages us to examine how we can help “the
children yet unborn...[to] set their hope in God” (Psalm
78: 6-7).
		
		

Patrick C. Kenard
Chairman, Stewardship Committee

College

Teacher: Evan Gear

Room 72 (2nd Floor - Administration Bldg.~overlooking Telfair Square)

The Gospel According to Luke

Nearly everyone who knows of Him considers Jesus to be a wise teacher. But what is it He
actually taught? What effect did it have on His initial hearers? Will it affect us in the same way?
To answer these questions, we will be studying the large, central section of Luke’s Gospel.
Luke is remembered by the ancient church as the first Christian artist because of his vivid,
literary picture of Christ. He portrays for us a wise man, but one who cuts a peculiar figure
in comparison to the wisdom of his day. Our study will begin with the calling of the disciples
(5:1) and will end just before Jesus enters Jerusalem (19:27).

New Covenant (post college)
Teacher: Tim Shaw
(4th Floor - Whitaker Bldg.)

Genesis 1-3 and the Questions that Arise

How do science and revelation interact? Who is God and what is man? What does it mean to
be made in the image of God? What has sin done to that image? How does our gender interact
with our image bearing? How ought this to inform my marriage, parenting, etc.? Are masculinity
and femininity simply cultural constructs to be accepted or rejected? Week by week we will seek
to answer these questions together from Genesis 1-3.

Berean (30s)

Teacher: Tim Foster

Room 31 (3rd Floor - Axson Bldg.)

The Bible and the Future

We’ve all heard the children’s prayer: “Now I lay me down to sleep, I pray the Lord my soul to
keep. If I should die before I wake, I pray the Lord my soul to take.” It’s the question that never
goes away—what happens after I die? Does the Bible provide any insight into the future? What
does the Scripture teach about heaven and hell? What is heaven like? What will we do there?
How concerned should Christians be about the Final Judgment? We will discuss answers to these
and many other questions as we explore what the Bible says about the future.

Emmaus (40s)

Teacher: Kenneth Crowe

Room 70 (2nd Floor - Administration Bldg.)

Doctrines of Grace

The Doctrines of Grace have shaped Christian theology since the Reformation, but do we know
where they came from, what they really mean, and where we find them in Scripture? The purpose
of these classes is to review the background and study the five Doctrines of Grace by defining
them, demonstrating them in Scripture, defending them against objections, and asking about
the implications of each for Christians and the church.

Agape (50s)

Teacher: Ron Parrish

Room 32 (3rd Floor - Axson Bldg.)

Cultivating the Fruit of the Spirit—Growing in Christlikeness

Paul shows us the way of the Spirit of God given to us through Christ: “Walk by the Spirit...
led by the Spirit...live by the Spirit...keep in step with the Spirit.” That is the heart and soul of
Christian living—the center and secret of what it means to be a person who belongs to Christ.

Garmer (60+)

Teacher: Ed Forester

Room 30 (3rd Floor - Axson Bldg.)

The Power of the Resurrection

Our goal in these classes is to explore the ministry of the exalted Lord Jesus more fully in belief
that the increasing knowledge of him and his ministry leads to greater faith. Paul writes in
Romans: Reconciled by His death– Saved by His life. Peter writes: Grow in grace and knowledge of our
Lord and Savior. Colossians says, For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead, that I may know Him.
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Independent Presbyterian Church

VETERANS CELEBRATION
23 November 2019

The Independent Presbyterian Church (IPC) celebrated the
service of our country’s military veterans on Saturday 23
November at the church’s Point Pleasant facility on Talahi
Island. The event was attended by over 120 veterans and
their guests.
Major General Tony Aguto was the guest speaker for the
celebration; his wife Melanie attended with him. Major
General Aguto’s remarks were from the heart and his stories
of service, especially those of his grandfather’s service in
WW II, were an inspiration to everyone that attended.
Four WW II and Korean War veterans were in attendance—
Gordon Fenwick, WW II, 8th Army Air Force, Ed Hale WW
II Army Air Corp, Bob Cutler, WW II, Korea, and Vietnam,
Commander Coastguard, Retired, Bill Best, Korean War,
Navy. The WW II and Korean War veterans received special
recognition for their service individually and all veterans were
recognized by service and period of conflict served in.

The 3rd Infantry Division Band Brass team, known as
the “Sweet Georgia Brass,” provided excellent musical
accompaniment to the event, and their support was key to
the overall success of the celebration of all veterans’ service
to our country.

MG Aguto with WW II and Korean War Veterans, left to right: MG Aguto, Gordon Fenwick (WWII
Eight Army Air Force, 35 missions as a B17 crewman), Ed Hale (WW II Army Air Corps), Bob Cutler
(WW II/Korea/Vietnam US Coastguard Comannder-Retired), Bill Best (Korea US Navy), Commander
Brian Erickson (Commander Coastguard Air Station Savannah).

All of the attendees were treated to a great BBQ lunch of ribs
and chicken prepared onsite by IPC Elder Tim Barrett. This
great event was made possible by the many volunteers from
the Independent Presbyterian Church who gave freely of their
time to organize and to carry out the celebration.
—Dexter Brewer

Family Corn er

Year 1-10
“Oh the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus!”

Year 11-15
“Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts”

Samuel Trevor Francis, 1834–1925

O the deep, deep love of Jesus!
Vast, unmeasured, boundless, free;
Rolling as a mighty ocean
In its fullness over me.
Underneath me, all around me,
Is the current of Thy love;
Leading onward, leading homeward,
To Thy glorious rest above.

Attr. to Bernard of Clairvaux, ca. 1150
Arr. and tr. by Ray Palmer, 1858

Jesus, Thou joy of loving hearts,
Thou Fount of life, Thou Light of men,
From the best bliss that earth imparts
We turn unfilled to Thee again.
Thy truth unchanged hath ever stood;
Thou savest those that on Thee call;
To them that seek Thee Thou art good,
To them that find Thee all in all.

O the deep, deep love of Jesus!
Spread His praise from shore to shore;
How He loveth, ever loveth,
Changeth never, nevermore;
How He watches o’er His loved ones,
Died to call them all His own;
How for them He intercedeth,
Watcheth o’er them from the throne.

We taste Thee, O thou living Bread,
And long to feast upon thee still;
We drink of Thee, the Fountainhead,
And thirst our souls from Thee to fill.
Our restless spirits yearn for Thee,
Where’er our changeful lot is cast;
Glad when Thy gracious smile we see,
Blest when our faith can hold Thee fast.

O the deep, deep love of Jesus!
Love of ev’ry love the best:
’Tis an ocean vast of blessing,
’Tis a haven sweet of rest.
O the deep, deep love of Jesus!
’Tis a heav’n of heav’ns to me;
And it lifts me up to glory,
For it lifts me up to Thee.

O Jesus, ever with us stay,
Make all our moments calm and bright;
Chase the dark night of sin away,
Shed o’er the world Thy holy light.
TUNE: QUEBEC L.M.
Henry Baker, 1854
(#646)

TUNE: EBENEZER 8.7.8.7.D.
Thomas John Williams, 1890
(#535)

Egg Hunt &
Pancake Breakfast
Save the Date! Make plans to join the fun at our Pt. Pleasant campus, 441
Suncrest Blvd. on Saturday, April 11, at 9:00 a.m. for our annual Egg Hunt
and Pancake Breakfast. We will be serving pancakes, bacon, and fruit. Please
bring friends or visiting family—the more the merrier!
R.S.V.P. for your family and any visitors you will be bringing. We just want to
make sure we have enough pancakes and bacon for everyone. You may register
on-line at https://ipcs.ga/20egghunt, QR code, use the tear-off form which
is provided in the bulletin, or email Tracy Wood at twood@ipcsav.org, or call
the church office.
Please donate a dozen plastic eggs and candy for each child participating in the
hunt. The hunt is for children through 5th grade. We need these donations by
Wednesday, April 8. Collection boxes will be located in the narthex, in front
of Telfair Hall, and in the church office.
For information or questions, please call Tracy Wood at 912-421-8106.
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March 18
NO High School Fellowship
April 10
Youth hide eggs at Pt. Pleasant
April 11
Egg Hunt at Pt. Pleasant

1 Ella Murns
1 Grace Stacy
2 Jackson Biemiller
2 Lauren Espinosa
2 Gloria Horstman
3 Paula Barlow
3 Bob Ellis
3 Judy French
3 David Wade
4 Christopher Barlow
4 Kathryn Brodmann
4 Jonathan Howell
4 Donna Parrish
6 Nichole Ambos
6 Amanda Board
6 Alice Davis
6 Luke Dixon
6 Neill Stevens
7 Claire Parrish

March Birthdays

8 Todd Fruit
8 Sue Greene
8 Karen Hansill
9 Priya Goeser
9 Posey Helton
9 Med James
9 Louisa Laffitte
10 Bellamy Fennell
10 Jackson Gift
10 Jeffrey Klein
10 Evelyn Singleton
12 Emily Brown
12 Margaret Helmly
12 Frank Tilton
12 Saundra Winge
13 Matthew Barlow
13 Jody Laing
14 Harriette Adams
14 Melba Gibson

14 Susan Mullininx
14 Mac Thompson
17 Heather DeMott
18 Betsy Kelly
18 Creed Taylor
19 Brandon Carter
19 Jim Scott
20 Marina Dandass
20 Philip Dusek
20 Nancy Sullivan
21 Chance Cribbs
21 Gordon Fenwick
21 Megan Mullininx
21 Victor Rosenfeld
22 William Rodgers
23 Ernest Mitchell
25 Mary Brodmann
26 Amy Milling
27 Julia Miles

28 Camille Kim
28 Shirley Parker
29 Will Black
29 Lorie Irish
29 Emily Johnson
29 Mae Nolen
30 Arthur Broadwick
30 Stella Helton
30 Frankie Longo
31 Peggy Campbell
31 Matt Coleman
31 Linda DePue
31 Hattie McQuitty
31 Samuel Miles

We are excited to continue our Saturday morning W.O.C. coffees in an effort to give our ladies an opportunity to develop
meaningful friendships with other women in the body of Christ. Please come for this drop-in event with the simple goal
of fellowship. As our friendships bloom and deepen, we are more equipped to “bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill
the law of Christ.” (Galatians 6:2)

Join Us for a W.O.C. Saturday Morning Coffee
March 28 ~ 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.

* Inger Prescott’s home - 422 Beaulieu Avenue (Savannah)
* Marsha Oliver’s home - 1 Tanner’s Row (Pooler)
We have two hostesses geographically located to accommodate our women throughout the coastal area. Marsha Oliver
will host those who live in the Southbridge, Pooler, Richmond Hill, Guyton, Bluffton and surrounding areas and Inger
Prescott will host those who are from the islands, southside, midtown, and downtown. If your activities for the day
take you away from your assigned location, please do not let this keep you from attending. Feel free to go to the coffee
location closest to you. R.S.V.P. to Tricia Barrett by March 20, at barrett1996@centurylink.net and let her know where
you plan on attending. We look forward to you gathering with us.
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Up Coming

EVENTS

MARCH
14 PRIMES’ Luncheon
17 Church Office closed due
to St. Patrick’s Day 		
Parade
* No Men’s Breakfast
* No Women’s Bible
Study

18 No Youth Fellowship
28 W.O.C. Saturday Morning
Coffee, 9:30 am
APRIL
5 Spring Inquirers’ Class
begins
5 Service of Lessons &
Psalms, 5:30 pm
9 Maundy Thursday Lord’s
Supper, 6:30 pm
10 Youth hide eggs at Pt.
Pleasant, 10:00 am
11 Pancake Breakfast and
Egg Hunt at Pt. Pleasant,
9:00 am

