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The Origins and theology of our

wedding service

Not all wedding services are created
equal. The service conducted by the
justice of the peace at the courthouse
is not the same as that conducted at
the church by a Christian minister. A
Christian service expresses a distinctly
Christian outlook and is based on
distinctively
Christian
principles.
Similarly Jewish, Muslim, Hindu and
Buddhist wedding services express the
distinctives of each of those religious
traditions. What are the principles, the
theology behind our wedding services?
Origins
The origins of our wedding service are
found all the way back in the 1549 Book
of Common Prayer (and its successors
in 1552 and 1662), the first Englishlanguage order of service ever produced.
We’ve eliminated some of their more
archaic expressions: “I plight/give thee
my troth” (bride and groom); “with my
body I thee worship: and with all my
worldly goods I thee endow” (groom).
Nevertheless, the traditional wedding
service in the English-speaking world
substantially is that of the early editions
of the Book of Common Prayer. From
them we have adopted the familiar
phrases of our “Exposition”:
Dearly beloved, we are gathered
together here in the sight of God
to join this man and this woman
in holy matrimony, which is…
instituted of God… and is…
honorable among all men.
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Our “Statement of Intent” borrows this
language:
Will you have this woman/man
to be your wife/husband … in
sickness and in health… forsaking
all others and clinging only to
her/him, so long as you both shall
live?
The vows themselves utilize these
phrases:
I _______ take thee _______ to be
my wedded wife… for better or
worse… in sickness and in health,
to love and to cherish.
To the groom’s vows, early editions of
Common Prayer added to the bride’s vows
“and to obey,” as we do in our wedding
service still today. Our concluding
“Pronouncement of Marriage” also
echoes these early editions. We may trace
the origins of our wedding service still
further back behind the 1549 Prayer Book
(and its successors in 1552 and 1662) to
its primary source, the Liturgy of Cologne,
written jointly by Martin Bucer (14911551) and Philip Melanchthon (14971560). All this to say that our wedding
service has deep historic roots. More or
less it is the service used by most couples
in the English-speaking world for nearly
500 years.
We may now return to our service
itself. Having commented in “Opening
Remarks” that the service is a public
worship service (which has everything
to say about matters of decorum and
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modesty, though the service itself leaves this unsaid), the
following principles may be identified.
Instituted by God
The “Exposition” (opening statement) begins by identifying
marriage (“holy matrimony”) as “instituted by God” and
“regulated by His commandments.” Later, when the couple
affirms the “Statement of Intent,” their commitment to
“have” each other as husband and wife, they do so “according
to the ordinance of God in the holy bond of marriage.” The
“Pronouncement of Marriage” declares the couple husband
and wife “according to the ordinance of God.” Marriage,
our service insists, is of divine origin and design. It is not
a human institution. It is not a human creation. “God has
established sanctified marriage,” the “Exposition” continues.
He determines the duties of husbands. He determines the
duties of wives. His commandments determine the nature
of the commitment that the respective partners make. It
is marriage as God has ordained and structured that the
“Exposition” declares is “blessed by our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Man and woman
Marriage as God has designed it brings together a man and
a woman into procreative union. The “Exposition” explains
that the service unites “this man and this woman” in marriage.
“Our Savior” is quoted as declaring that “a man shall leave his
father and mother and cleave unto his wife. The “Statement
of Intent” requires that “the man” commit to have “this
woman” to be his wife, and “the woman” commit to have
“this man” to be her husband. The “Exchange of Vows”
requires that “the man” take “the woman” by the hand and
promise to take her “to be (his) wedded wife,” and he “to be
(her) loving and faithful husband.” The reverse is the case for
the woman’s vows as she promises to be the man’s “loving
and faithful wife.” The pronouncement of marriage declares
them to be “husband and wife.” We have labored this point
because regrettably, this is a point that requires emphasizing
in the confused times in which we live.
Their union is a procreative union, which is the distinctive
quality that makes this relationship a marriage as opposed
to something else. “The two become one flesh.” They are
united in a “one flesh” union, the biblical design of which is
procreation. This is what makes marriage to be marriage. The
1549 and traditional Anglican/Episcopal Prayer Book service
is more direct than our service. It specifies the following
as the first among the “causes for which matrimony was
ordained:”
It was ordained for the procreation of children, to be
brought up in the fear and nurture of the Lord, and to
the praise of his holy Name.
Welfare of mankind
Marriage, as God has ordained and established it, is not
designed arbitrarily. It is not based merely on God’s naked
authority, though if it were, that would be enough for us. It is
PAGE 2

designed “for the welfare and happiness of mankind,” as the
“Exposition” explains. Those who enter into marriage are
to cherish a mutual esteem and love; to bear with other’s
infirmities and weaknesses; to comfort each other in
sickness, trouble, and sorrow; in honesty and industry
to provide for each other, and for their household, in
temporal things; to pray for and encourage each other
in the things which pertain to God; and to live together
as the heirs of the grace of life.
The above ideals paint a beautiful portrait of married life.
Marriage provides for those who enter into it a supportive
companion to stand by one through the vicissitudes of life.
Marriage as God has ordained it is a gift of His goodness. It
is not limiting or confining or restrictive. Rather it is suited
to the human condition. It is the context in which human
“flourishing” may be experienced. It was ordained, says the
Book of Common Prayer,
For the mutual society, help, and comfort, that the one
ought to have of the other.
Exclusive and lifelong
Christian marriage requires exclusive intimacy. The couple
pledges faithfulness in their “Statement of Intent.” They
pledge to “forsake all others and cling” only to each other.
They pledge faithfulness again in their “Exchange of Vows.”
Moreover, they pledge a lifelong commitment. The vows
establish a permanent bond in the face of all the challenges
of life. Consequently, they vow to be “loving and faithful,”
for better or worse, in plenty and in want; in joy and
in sorrow; in sickness and in health; to love and to
cherish as long as we both shall live.
Or, as the older version of the vows concluded, “till death do
us part.” Divorce is forbidden for Jesus’ disciples. His words
from Matthew 19 are cited as part of the “Pronouncement of
Marriage” at the conclusion of the service:
Whom therefore God hath joined together, let no man
put asunder.
The permanence of the marriage commitment means that
there can be security in marriage and in life. Couples united
in the covenant of marriage need not fear “the morning
after.” They can depend on each other. They can rely on each
other. They are responsible for each other. They are to be there
for each other. They safely can let themselves be known by
their spouse because that spouse is committed for life. They
safely can be open and honest without fear of rejection or
abandonment. One’s companion in marriage is a companion
for life.
Moreover, because couples know that the commitment they
make in marriage is a permanent commitment, the decision
to marry is a different kind of commitment than one made
by those who have a “we’ll see” or “hope for the best”
approach. If marriage is for life, those entering into it do so
with far more care than do those for whom marriage is an
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experiment. This is why the old Prayer Book explicitly states
that marriage is not to be entered into

Missions ministry
“So the
people crossed
over opposite
Jericho.”

Unadvisedly, lightly, or wantonly, to satisfy men’s
carnal lusts and appetites, like brute beasts that have
no understanding; but reverently, in the fear of God;
daily considering the causes for which Matrimony
was ordained.
We have tempered some of the language over the centuries,
yet the principle is the same. Marriage is a big decision.
Faithfulness not feelings
Finally, the marriage commitment in our service requires
pledges of what one will do, not what one feels. Feelings
come and go. The love which one pledges is expressed in
faithfulness without regard to circumstances. Again, the
vows have the couple give themselves to their respective
spouse in marriage
for better or for worse; in plenty and want; in joy
and sorrow; in sickness and in health; to love and to
cherish as long as we both shall live.
Feelings rule our world today. I am only being true to
myself, it is assumed, when I do what I feel like doing. If
one is to be “authentic,” one must follow one’s passions.
The traditional Christian wedding service says the opposite.
While not discounting feelings, it requires commitment not
to feelings but to promises. It leads the bride and groom to
pledge faithful and loving care for each, not merely for the
duration of their passion, but for life.
				—TLJ

Officers’ Training
August 7 to October 30
Wednesdays
5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Admin. Bldg.,
2nd Fl. Assembly Room

— Joshua 3:16
When Moses heard and obeyed God’s charge to him to
bring the Israelites out of Egypt, they were a defeated and
disconsolate people, in bondage to a power far stronger
than they. But God worked through Moses to gather up
these slaves and lead them out of Pharaoh’s control. Their
destination was “a good and broad land, a land flowing with
milk and honey” (Ex. 3:8).
The journey was not an easy one, and the Israelites
frequently failed to follow Moses as God had commanded.
They had been saved “out of ” slavery but not yet “into”
the community of faith prepared by God for them in the
Promised Land.
The remaining step in their redemption was made in their
crossing the Jordan River into Canaan and the renewal of
their covenant with God. At this point, “The LORD said
to Joshua, ‘Today I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt
from you’” (Josh. 5:9).
The men and women who participate in the programs of
the Chatham Transitional Ministries (CTM) have, like
the Israelites in Egypt, been in bondage, but to the strong
powers of substance abuse, self-destructive behavior and
undisciplined lifestyles. Their journey “out of ” this bondage
has likewise not been an easy one. Sometimes a return to
“Egypt” looks appealing.
But with the help of CTM and by the power of the Holy
Spirit, we are seeing dozens every year escape captivity and
cross into new productive lives in Christian community.
If you would like more information on what CTM is about,
please contact Program Director Lorie Irish (912-480-5068)
or Board members Steve Wohlfeil (912-663-4480), Barbara
Rustine (912-306-9876) or Peter Schenk (912-596-5531). We
are grateful for all those who have helped this ministry with
their prayers, helpful hands and generous financial support.
				— Steve Wohlfeil

“Westminster Confession
of Faith”
The Independent Presbyterian Church of Savannah
MESSENGER
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Women’s Ministry

An Investment

Please consider how YOU can be a part of our women’s Bible studies and
gatherings this year! We want and need each woman to take part because each
woman is a part of the whole.
It does take an investment of time to be together, but what better investment
could we make?
It is an investment in our growth in the Lord and an investment in other
women. The Bible speaks of our connections to each other in the church with
familial terms. (Love one another with brotherly affection. Rom. 12:10.) The women
of the church are mothers and sisters to each other and mothers and sisters need
time together. Meaningful relationships don’t develop without the investment of
time together.
We all want friends in the Lord to encourage us, speak truth to us, and be there
for us. We all need to reciprocate and respond in like ways to others. Perhaps
the Bible studies, Circles, and other gatherings we have planned can be used to
help strengthen our relationships to God and each other.

“If we want
biblical
friendships, we
must be willing
to invest a
resource that
is limited and
irreplaceable.
We must invest
our time.”

						— Jane Boatright

Jonathan Holmes

Fall Plans

Tuesday Morning Weekly Bible Study – “A Thematic Study of the Psalms” — Terry Johnson
Reformed Protestants have what has been called a “psalm-based piety.” Historians have
noted that the Psalms played a central role in Calvin’s program of reform for the church.
The Psalms are God’s own prayers and songs, teaching us in all the circumstances of
life how to respond in a God-pleasing way, whether with praise, confession of sins,
thanksgiving, petition, or whether with rejoicing or lament. Join us!

Tuesday Morning Circle (meeting the 2nd Tuesday of the month) – “Studies in Colossians”
		— Linda DePue
Tuesday Evening Circle (meeting the 1st Tuesday of the month) – “Faith, Poetry and Prose” 		
		
— Connie Bayliss
Thursday Morning Circle (meeting the 2nd Thursday of the month) –“Studies in Ephesians”		
		
— Lucy Brannen
Thursday Evening Circle (meeting the 2nd Thursday of the month) – “Praying the Word”		
		
— Barbara Rustine
September 21 – Women of the Church Annual Meeting and Luncheon
October 5 – (for all interested women) Biblical Theology Workshop held in Wake Forest, NC
		
— Nancy Guthrie
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Communion Season
Communion Season Services
August 8, 9, 10, 11
Eric Watkins is the pastor of Covenant Presbyterian Church (OPC)
in St. Augustine, FL. He has been a minister in the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church since 2001 and has planted two churches,
including Covenant, where he has now served since 2007.
His degrees include an A.A., B.S., M.Div. and ThM. In 2016 he
completed his PhD from the Theological University in Kampen,
the Netherlands. His dissertation was on preaching Christ from
the Old Testament in a postmodern context, and was published
as The Drama of Preaching: Participating With God in the History of
Redemption by Wipf and Stock.
Pastor Eric has taught at Reformation Bible College in Sanford,
FL, Reformed Theological Seminary in Orlando, FL, and currently
teaches preaching courses at Gordon Conwell Seminary in
Jacksonville, FL. He is married to Heather; the two of them have
four beautiful children.
					

Eric’s pastimes include surfing, beach volleyball and playing guitar.
He can be emailed at Watkins.1@opc.org.

Schedule
Thursday - August 8, 6:30 p.m.
“What is Faith?” - Hebrews 11:1-2
Friday - August 9, 6:30 p.m.
“The Song of Creation” - Hebrews 11:3
Saturday - August 10, 6:30 p.m.
“Cain and Abel” - Hebrews 11:4
Sunday - August 11, 9:30 a.m.
(Joint Sunday School - Youth-Adult)

“Looking to the Reward” - Hebrews 11:24-26
Sunday - August 11, 11:00 a.m.
“When I See the Blood” - Hebrews 11:28
Sunday - August 11, 5:30 p.m.
“Crossing the Sea” - Hebrews 11:29
A meal will be served at
5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall
prior to the Thursday, Friday,
and Saturday sessions.
To register for meals or childcare,
please sign up at
http://ipcsav.org/conferenceregistration
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FAMILY CORNER
Year 11-15

Year 1-10

Psalm 74:1–11

Psalm 34

Altered 1994
Verses 1–11

Verses 1–14

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

11
12
13
14

In every time I’ll always bless the Lord;
His praise will ever be within my mouth.
My soul will make its boasting in the Lord;
Let all the humble hear it and be glad.
O join with me to magnify the Lord!
Let us together raise His name on high!

1

I sought the Lord and He has answered me,
And He from all my terrors set me free.
O look to Him, be radiant, unashamed!
This poor man cried; the Lord from trouble
saved.
The Lord’s own angel constantly encamps
Around those fearing Him, and rescues them.

Remember them that You
		redeemed,
Your tribe and heritage,
And Zion’s mount where You
		 did dwell.
3
O turn Your steps to walk about
Where endless ruin is.

O taste and you will see the Lord is good!
How happy is the man who trusts in Him!
O fear the Lord, all you He has redeemed!
For those who fear Him never suffer want.
Young lions hunger; they may lack their food;
But those who seek the Lord shall have no
want.

Your foes laid waste the
		 holy place;
4
They shouted in Your halls;
They set their al-ien emblems up;
5
They swung their axes as if they
Were clearing woods of trees.

Why, God, forever cast us off ?
Why does Your anger burn
Against the flock of Your
		 own field;
2
Recall Your congregation which
You purchased from of old.

O come, you children, listen unto me;
And I will teach you how to fear the Lord.
Who longs for life and loves to see good days?
From evil keep your tongue, your lips from
lies.
Depart from evil and be doing good;
Seek peace and strive for it with all your heart.

6
With pikes they broke the
		 carven work;
7
The holy place they burned.
The place You made Your name
		 to dwell,
Now even to the very dust
They have profaned and razed.
8
“O let us bring their strength
		 to naught!”
So did their hearts declare.
They burned each God-appointed place.
9
There is no prophet now, no signs
And none who knows how long.

TUNE: YORKSHIRE 10.10.10.10.10.10.
John Wainwright, 1750

10

How long, O God, will foes insult
And scorn Your name always?
11 O why do You hold back
		 Your hand?
Why not stretch forth your strong 		
right hand
To end and to destroy.
TUNE: REST 8.6.8.8.6.
(The Hymnbook, p. 416)
(“Dear Lord and Father of Mankind”)
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Psalm 34
The Church Fathers (e.g.
Cyril & Jerome) mention
the singing of Psalm 34 at
the time of communion. It
is an acrostic, all of its verses
(except the last) beginning
with successive letters of the
Hebrew alphabet. Motyer says
of the broken pattern, “The
Psalm is a broken alphabetic
acrostic: one letter is not
used and another is used
twice. Life’s troubles cannot
be completely cataloged,
we do not see the whole
pattern. But in so far as the
whole story can be told, here
is an ABC for a crisis.” It is
quoted in 1 Peter 3:10-12 (Ps
34:12-16). Its resounding joy
and confidence in God have
been an inspiration to every
generation.

Music MINISTRY
In August–early September, we will once again have two weeks of
Women’s Chorus, and two weeks of Men’s Chorus.
The schedule is as follows:
Rehearsals for the Women’s Chorus:
		

August 7 and August 14 – 6:30 p.m.

		

Singing on Sunday, August 11 and August 18

Rehearsals for the Men’s Chorus:
		

August 21 and August 28 – 6:30 p.m.

		

Singing on Sunday, August 25 and September 1

FULL rehearsals begin on Wednesday, September 4 – 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Sanctuary Choir is open to any adult who has a love of singing, can carry
a tune, and has some knowledge of singing a part. No audition is required.
Please consider joining.

Psalm 74:1–11
The “hinge” of Psalm 74
is found in verse 12 – “Yet
God.” the psalmist bitterly
laments the destruction and
desecration of the temple
(probably the events of
587/6) and God’s seeming
indifference (vv 1-11). “Yet,”
he says, God is the king
and deliverer, as he reminds
himself of God’s mighty
deeds of old (vv 12-17).
Thus rearmed with faith, he
pleads with God to arise and
remember His people and
deliver them (vv 18-23).

MESSENGER

Chapel Choir (2nd–5th grade) will begin rehearsing on Sunday, September 8,
at 7:00 p.m.
Youth Choir (Middle/High School students – 6th–12th grade)
BOY’S ONLY REHEARSAL:
Sunday, September 8, at 4:00 p.m.
Youth Choir (Everyone): Sunday, September 15, at 4:00 p.m.
6th grade students are invited to join the Youth Choir. I hope all 6th – 12th
grade students will prayerfully consider joining.
						—Kathryn Van Eck
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Intern corner
Dear I.P.C.,
With few words it is hard to sum up my time here in Savannah, but I
want to share two things that I have learned more about at I.P.C.
1. JESUS. The centrality and focus on Jesus at this church is incredible
and unfortunately rare to find in many mainstream congregations.
When we assemble together to worship our Creator, we are not called
to a worship style that pleases ourselves but we are called to please
God and the only way we know to do that is through the Bible. I have
been reminded every Sunday that I come to church to worship Jesus—
not for my friends, my family, or myself, but for the Creator of the entire
universe. Who can sustain our weary souls but Christ Himself ?
2. CHURCH COMMUNITY. I have heard
countless visitors of I.P.C. talk in amazement
about how they were welcomed and
remembered after visiting only one Sunday.
What a beautiful picture of God’s church
caring for His people. I pray and hope this
hospitality continues despite the appearances
of foreign newcomers and the fear that
comes from meeting new people. It is so
easy to forget the need to welcome others
when you think that need it is already being
fulfilled. Whether it is or not, all Christians
are called to provide hospitality and I pray
for this congregation to be challenged to
continue flourishing in this way. “Contribute
to the needs of the saints and seek to show
hospitality” (Romans 12:13).
“When a stranger sojourns with you in your
land, you shall not do him wrong. You shall
treat the stranger who sojourns with you as
the native among you, and you shall love
him as yourself, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God” (Leviticus 19: 33-34). Thank you for
accepting me as a stranger to be a part of the church family
here at I.P.C. God has been gracious to allow me to work
alongside the pastors and members of the church to build His
kingdom. Thank you for showing me God’s faithfulness and
I will continue to pray for and serve alongside the church as
we run with endurance the race that is set before us...always
looking to Jesus.
With much love,
Rachel Vining
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COLLEGE MINISTRY
In Oxford, on June 8, 1942 , C. S. Lewis opened his famous
sermon, “The Weight of Glory,” with these words:
“If you asked twenty good men today what they
thought the highest of the virtues, nineteen of them
would reply, Unselfishness. But if you asked almost
any of the great Christians of old he would have
replied, Love. You see what has happened? A negative
term has been substituted for a positive, and this is of
more than philological importance.”
As I listened recently to these words, it occurred to me that we
could say something similar to what I often hear today. We
often think of our life in Christ as a life lived in self-sacrifice
and so we boil down the cross to that type of action. Then, we
go on to describe the Christian as one who is self-sacrificial.
He practices self-sacrifice and is therefore Christ-like.
Where in Lewis’ time they substituted a negative term for a
positive term, it seems we substitute an action for a person—
or worse, a work for our Savior. We must be careful not to
turn the full weight of the work of Christ into a merely human
action—one that any Joe on the street can accomplish in
his own strength and power. Jesus, you will recall, offered
Himself unblemished through the work of the Spirit (Heb.
9:14). And at that place, the place of His offering, He was
reconciling all things to Himself and thus to God. There, as
pastor Johnson preached a few weeks ago, he brought together
all those attributes which to us and our way of thinking are
always at odds—free will and sovereignty, justice and mercy,
love and wrath, sin and salvation, life and death, curse and
promise. We could, quite literally, go on and on.

Then there is Paul who boasts openly to the Corinthians of his
experience in the Lord to prove his apostleship, the majority
of which is a list of his afflictions and weaknesses (2 Cor.
10:7-12:10). This is nothing short of an assertion of himself,
but note it is an assertion of himself as he is in the Lord. His
self-assertion is true, as he writes in 1 Corinthians 15:10; by
the grace of God I am what I am. In this he follows the Lord
who never shied away from asserting who he was.
“If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who
glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ But you have
not known Him. I know Him. If I were to say that I do not
know Him, I would be a liar like you, but I do know Him and
I keep His word. Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would
see my day. He saw it and was glad.” So the Jews said to him,
“You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?”
Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham
was, I Am” (John 8:54-58).
If we insist on calling the deed self-sacrifice, we must then
allow the word to be defined by Christ and not try to squeeze
Him into our definition. It is not self-sacrifice that we follow
but Christ. Therefore, we ought to be willing to lay down our
self-sacrifice to follow Him, which at times may look like
dancing or boasting, but is nevertheless a testimony of our
faith and our relationship to Him in truth.
			

— Evan Gear

With that in mind, consider again the idea of self-sacrifice. It
falls so very short of the high call that is ours in Christ. I am
not even sure it is able to touch the hem of His garment. Do
not get me wrong. I am not saying that our call to take up our
cross is less than a self-sacrifice. It certainly is that, but it is so
much more as well. And to dilute it or pare it down to such
a simple and easily defined act is to limit the ways in which
our cross-bearing may manifest themselves. There are times
when it may not look like what we consider “self-sacrifice,”
at least according to our own definition of term.
Let me attempt a couple illustrations from the Scriptures.
The very first that comes to mind is David as he dances before
the ark of the LORD (2 Sam. 6:14-22). Not only does he
dance, but he even takes to himself the garb of the priesthood,
for he danced wearing the linen ephod. And when Michal,
his wife, rebukes him for his behavior, he gives his reason for
such behavior saying, It was before the LORD, who chose me
above your father… If anything, this sounds like something
of a boast, albeit a boast in the truth.

MESSENGER

AUGUST 2019

PAGE 9

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Lord’s Supper

The Lord’s Supper will be on Sunday
morning, August 11, during our
Communion Season. Because of the
exceptional blessing we have in this
sacrament and the danger of eating and
drinking unworthily, it is necessary that
we come to it with knowledge, faith,
repentance, love and with hungering and
thirsting souls after Christ and His benefits.
The congregation is encouraged to use
all appointed means, public and private,
to come to the Lord’s Table, depending
upon God for the gracious preparation of
the heart according to His promise (Psalm
10:17). Our next scheduled Lord’s Supper
will be observed on September 8, in the
evening service.

Session/Diaconate
Meetings

Our regular Session/Diaconate meetings
will be held on Monday evening, August
19, at 5:30 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. They will
meet jointly in the Assembly Room at
7:00 p.m.

Dead Theologians’
Society

The Dead Theologians’ Society will
meet on Wednesday, August 21, at 6:50
a.m. at the home of Terry Johnson, 110
Lee Blvd. (breakfast is provided) and
Thursday, August 22, at 12:00 noon in
the Administration Building (brown bag
lunch). We will be discussing George
Swinnock’s, “The Christian Man’s Calling”
in Works, Vol. 2, pp. 220–315.

In Memoriam
Nancy Nelson Lewis
Entered the Lord’s presence
on Friday, June 7, 2019.
“Blessed are the dead,
which die in the Lord.”



Births



Congratulations to:
...Mr. and Mrs. William Joseph
Monroe III (Sarah), on the birth of
their son, William “Bill” Joseph
Monroe IV, born on Monday, June
24, 2019, in Savannah, GA. The
proud grandparents are Mr. and
Mrs. William J. Monroe, Jr. (Ivy).
...Rev. and Mrs. Evan J. Gear
(Jaimie), on the birth of their
daughter, Opal Teresa Gear, born
on Tuesday, July 16, 2019, in
Savannah, GA.
...Mr. and Mrs. Charles “Conrad”
Martin III (Sarah), on the birth
of their daughter, Cecelia Leigh
Martin, born on Sunday, July 21,
2019, in Old Hickory, TN. The
proud grandparents are Mr. and
Mrs. Charles Martin, Jr. (Amy).
...Mr. and Mrs. Michael D.
Hazeltine (Mary) on the birth
of their twin boys, Warren Eli
and Levi Hill Hazeltine, born on
Wednesday, July 24, 2019, in
Savannah, GA.
...Mr. and Mrs. Andrew G. Gibson
(Jennifer), on the birth of their
son, Finlay Dale Gibson, born on
Friday, July 26, 2019, in Savannah,
GA. The proud grandparents are
Mr. and Mrs. Clark W. Gibson
(Miranda).

— Revelation 14:13



Wedding

Congratulations to:



... Mr. and Mrs. Joshua WilliamEmmanuel Barham who were
united in marriage by Rev. Terry
Johnson on Saturday, July 6,
2019, in the sanctuary of I.P.C.
Mrs. Barham is the former Miss
Mary Robison.
PAGE 10

...Mr. and Mrs. John “Jay” B.
Carpenter (Rachel), on the birth
of their daughter, Grace Campbell
Carpenter, born on Tuesday, July
30, 2019, in Savannah, GA. The
proud grandparents are Mr. and
Mrs. John W. Garnett (Tevis); and
great-grandparents, Mr. and Mrs.
Gerald “Jerry” Campbell (Peggy).

AUGUST 2019

CHanges in
address:
Rev. and Mrs. Evan Gear (Jaimie)
624 E. 56th Street
Savannah, GA 31405
Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Milling (Amy)
1 Diana Drive
Savannah, GA 31406
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Parrish (Claire)
228 Andover Drive
Savannah, GA 31405
Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Lane (Rachel)
113 Sunrise Lane
Savannah, GA 31419
Mr. Allen Childress
401 - 17th St. N.W., Apt. 4304
Atlanta, GA 30363
Miss Sara Kaitlin Van Puffelen
1411 Mississippi Avenue
Chattanooga, TN 37405
Miss Rachel Vining
260 Grady Avenue
Tryon, NC 28782
ravining16@gmail.com
Dr. and Mrs. John Gouse
352 Back Nine Lane
Sapphire, NC 28774 (May 1 to Nov. 1)
15712 Castle Park Terrace
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202-5730
(Nov. 1 to May 1)
Phone/e-mail changes:
Steve Wohlfeil - swohlfeil2@gmail.com

Church in
Bereavement
The congregation of Independent
Presbyterian Church extends sincere
sympathy to:

...Mr. and Mrs. Bob Oliver (Brenda)
and family on the death of
their daughter-in-law, Deborah
Cubbedge, who passed away on
Saturday, July 20.

IPC

August Birthdays
1
2
2
3
3
3
3
3
3 		
4 		
4 		
6 		
6 		
7 		
7 		
7 		
7 		

Donna Loyd
Mathilda Howell
Sally Jackson
Claire Breckenridge
Isaac Espinosa
Matt Haddad
Jan Johnson
Josh Poppell
Ellis Reid
Grace McAllister
Wil Saleeby
Patrick Brodmann
Leila McAllister
Laura Dantin
Andrew Gibson
Reid McKee
Bob Meng

7 		
9 		
10
10
10
11
11
11
13
13
13
13
15
15
16
18
18

Ginny Shaw
Benjamin Howell
Carolyn Hodges
Robert Saleeby
Breck Van Puffelen
David Goeser
Kendra Miller
Dottie Mitchell
Rachel Carpenter
Evan Gear
Paul Johansen
Debbie Laing
Michelle Kim
Emily Polgardi
David Gross
Will DeMott
Isaac Harris

18
19
20
20
20
20
21
22
22
23
24
25
25
25
26
27
28

Pat Monroe
Ty Robinson
Shane Fatzinger
Laura Jackson
Larry McAlpine
Asher Ward
Simon Steward
Connie Bayliss
Kirstie Brodmann
Mollie Cribbs
Andrew Wood
Santi Clavijo
Steve Stone
Howell Up De Graff
Don McLaurin
Leah Nyce
Sarah Katherine Gibson

28
29
29
29
29
29
30
30
30
30
30
31
31
31

Ragen Pavlo
Caroline Brodmann
Greg Brunson
Neal Davis
Debele Maner
Andy Nix
Nate Brunson
Daniel Frasure
Micah Miller
Ron Morris
Elizabeth Poppell
Dale Gibson
Sue Hinely
David Parrish

Thank You
Dear Church Family,

Dear I.P.C.,

Words cannot express how thankful we are for the
outpouring of love and support shown to us during the
recent passing of my brother. From the cards, calls, and texts,
your prayers were felt during this difficult time.

I wish to thank everyone for their prayers, telephone
calls, and well wishes concerning my recent shoulder
replacement surgery. My recovery is going well.

				Thank you,		
				Dax Williams and Family

			Vivian Sullivan

Dear I.P.C. Session and Administration,
Dear Christian Friends,
Thank you ever so much for the many expressions of love
and care as stated in the cards and phone calls received. I
am especially grateful for your prayers.
I cannot imagine going through this valley without the
support of the body of Christ. Again, I thank you!

Thank you so much for recognizing my high school
graduation at church and giving me such a nice Bible. It
means a lot to know you all have supported me all these
years.
			Love,
			Maggie Miller
			

				Sincerely,		
				Charles Riner
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Low Country Boil
Sunday, September 1 ~ 5:30 p.m.
At
Point Pleasant

