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DEFINITIONAL CONFUSION
The interchangeable use of the terms
“church” and “Christian” contributes
considerably to confusing today’s
discussions of the church. These two
words have overlapping content but
are not coextensive. There are those
things which are true of individual
Christians and not of the church. So
also the reverse. There are things that
are true of the church that are not true
of the individual. Yet sometimes people
speak of “the church” when they mean
individual Christians or informal groups
of Christians. Sometimes they speak of
“Christians” when they actually mean
the church. Two examples stand out:
mission and commitment.
Mission
Sincere but disillusioned Christians
may say, “The church needs to be doing
more about ________” or “the church
has failed by its neglect to do anything
or say anything about _________.” The
blanks are filled with important social
and cultural issues: education, poverty,
employment,
moral
controversies,
abortion, etc., about which the church
is perceived as having been negligent.
Some would even push the church into
politics. “Aren’t Christians supposed
to be involved in culture, social issues,
and politics?” they ask. Yes, Christians
are. That is the point. Christians are,
the church is not. A few years ago my
denomination’s General Assembly
featured the motto, “Anchored in Christ,

Active in Culture.” Unanswered was the
question, “Who?” Who is “anchored”
and “active” in culture? Is the motto
addressed to the church as the church
or to Christians generally? Since it was
a gathering of the church as the church,
I assumed the former, which meant
discomfort on my part with the motto.
Is the church to be “active in culture?”
The church has a fairly narrow job
description. Essentially it is this: worship
and witness. The Great Commission, our
job description, has us making disciples
of the nations, baptizing them into the
fellowship of the church, and teaching
them all that Jesus commands (Mt
28:19-20; Mk 16:15-16; Lk 24:47-49; Jn
20:21-23). The New Testament portrays
the early Christians gathering for simple
services of teaching, prayer, the Lord’s
Supper, and fellowship (Acts 2:42; 1
Tim 2:1, 2; 4:13). We do not find any
direct attempts to fight Roman political
oppression, abolish slavery, promote
education, end social inequality, or
relieve poverty. The church is competent
to gather for worship and evangelize and
make disciples. It has done an admirable
job of this for 2000 years. However,
once it strays from these simple tasks it
quickly reveals its incompetence while at
the same time it neglects the very work
that it was commissioned to do.
Years ago a political cartoon showed
a clergyman at a chalkboard drawing
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Definitional Confusion

have gathered around a particular interest or affinity. Yet
such groups of Christians are not the church. Identifying
them as such is confusing things that differ. It betrays
definitional confusion.

from page 1

up the X’s and O’s of a football play. Arrows showed the
players moving wildly in every direction. As a football play
it was senseless. The caption was, “The bishop’s statement
on the economy.” The point was clear enough even if the
chalkboard was incoherent. When it comes to the economy,
the editorial page cartoonist was convinced that the church
doesn’t know what it is talking about. “Active in culture”
is not what the church is called to be. It is active in being
a counter-culture by the quality of its sacrificial love and
high moral standards. It is called to relieve poverty (2 Cor 8,
9), to end bigotry and prejudice (Gal 2:11-14; 3:28), to treat
others impartially and without regard to social status (Jas
2:1-7) among its own. However, the church as an institution
has no particular social mission outside its walls, out there
in the culture.
Yet individuals and groups of individual Christians are
called to all manner of social and cultural activity. Some
are called to artistic excellence. Others are called to literary
excellence. Still others to scientific excellence. Christians are
called to the full spectrum of worldly activities. Some are
called to be politicians (not just politicians who happen to be
Christians, but politicians who think and act like Christians).
Others are called to be Christian athletes. Still others are
called to be Christian homemakers. As Christians pursue
their vocations and avocations, they bring light and salt
into the community. They bring reform and reformation.
So it was that Christians, such as member of Parliament
William Wilberforce (1759-1833), with other members of
a voluntary organization known as the “Clapham Sect,”
led the movement for the abolition of slavery in the British
Empire. Christians have established schools, colleges and
universities, including nearly every private institution for
higher education in the United States until the late 1800’s.
They have been patrons of the arts. They have established
hospitals and countless organizations to help the poor,
workers, immigrants, widows and orphans. They have
formed all manner of charitable organizations and reform
movements to combat social evils and promote social wellbeing. The distinction between what Christians are supposed
to do (the list of which may be endless) and what the church
is supposed to do (which is limited and particular) is crucial.
Commitment
“I’m committed to the church,” many sincere believers
maintain, while remaining uncommitted to a particular
church. What they mean is, “I’m committed to the group
of Christians with whom I associate.” We don’t need to
labor the point because we’ve discussed this problem at
length already. We seek only briefly to remind ourselves
that a group that gets together monthly in a participant’s
living room, or weekly in a restaurant, or Sunday’s in a
coffee shop; a group that is voluntary, ad hoc, informal,
self-selecting, and affinity-driven is not the church. It is a
group of Christians. One might be committed at some level
or even a serious level to a group of fellow believers that
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The Apostle Paul gives specific instructions for believers
“when you come together as a church” (1 Cor 11:18)
or “when you are assembled” (1 Cor 5:4) or when “the
whole church comes together” (1 Cor 14:23; cf 11:33, 34;
14:26). These are directions not for individual Christians
or informal gatherings of Christians, but for the church as
the church in its official, stated meetings.
I may or may not be committed to meeting with my
circle of Christian friends. That is my choice. There
are no commandments, instructions, or directions
about such meetings or gatherings. Not so the church.
The gathering of the church that Jesus is building, that
has a government, officers, membership, a method of
discipline, and standards of inclusion and exclusion is an
obligatory commitment for all believers (Mt 16:18; 18:1520). Support and participation is not viewed as voluntary.
They are not permitted to “neglect” (ESV) or “forsake”
the assembly (Heb 10:25, NASB). Non-commitment is
a non-option. Commitment to the church as the church,
not the “church” as a self-selecting group of believers, is a
necessary part of what it means to be a Christian.
				—TLJ

Help Wanted!
Love I.P.C.? Love History?
Be a Docent!
Are you interested in learning to give tours of Independent
Presbyterian Church on weekdays at certain scheduled
times? Or would you just like to learn more about the
history of I.P.C.? You, too, can play a part in sharing our
historic meeting house with visitors to Savannah. We are
looking for church members interested in volunteering
as docents to conduct tours, answer questions and share
information about God’s work here at I.P.C. It might be
an elementary school class, visitors from other states or
even another country! Each day brings a different group
of folks to I.P.C. and an opportunity to share with them
the ministry of our church.
Each volunteer docent will be trained on the history and
architecture of our beautiful buildings and how to answer
a variety of typical questions. If interested, please contact
Ron Parrish or Josh Espinosa.
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Growth and Care
Committee
The Importance of Hospitality
in the Church
Hospitality is vital to the life of the church. How we treat
someone, whether they’re a visitor or long–time member, can
determine their involvement within the church. This can also
impact his or her decision to continue attending a church.
Most of us have visited a church at some point in time. For me,
especially when looking for a church while a seminary student,
I asked myself three things: 1) Did I hear the gospel? 2) Did the
church lead a God-centered worship service? 3) Did anyone greet
or speak to me after the service? While the first two points are
usually out of our control, we can control the third one.
On different occasions, Scripture tells us to greet each other with
a holy kiss (Rom 16:16, 1 Cor 16:20, 2 Cor 13:12, 1 Thess 5:26,
and 1 Pet 5:14). First century Greco-Roman cultural norms are
obviously very different from our 21st century American cultural
norms. We are not necessarily called to kiss each other when
a handshake is a sufficient greeting, but there is an intimacy
involved in the greeting we are told to give within the church.
We are called to display sincere love and affection when we
greet each other. This greeting reaches a deeper level, such as
asking how might we pray for one another or rejoice and weep
with someone.
Sincere love isn’t shown only through a greeting, but is truly
shown by a desire to form friendships and fellowship with
our fellow church members. When we allow other people into
our lives, we allow ourselves to become a part of their lives.
Becoming a part of the church is the same as joining a family.
Family members share in each other’s joy and burdens. They
unconditionally love each other, but they also hold each other
accountable. As Peter states in his letter: “Above all, love each other
deeply, because love covers a multitude of sins. Offer hospitality to one
another without grumbling.” (1 Pet 4:8-9)
So how can we do this? Long–time church members can easily
spot visitors or new members. Reach out to them and welcome
them. Show them the love of Christ that has been shown to you.
New members, get involved in the church life and reach out to
those around you as well. Everyone should work toward lifting
up fellow Christians and the lost. Find those who seem to be on
the fringe. Make an effort to get to know those outside of the
normal group with which you usually interact. Sharing a meal
with one another provides a great opportunity to get to know
each other. Are you particularly gifted in hospitality? Invite
people into your home to enjoy a meal with you, especially if
they do not have a local family of their own. Don’t have the
means to do this? Ask them to sit with you during a church meal.
Christ provided many other examples as He spoke with, ate
with, served, and ministered to people around Him throughout
Scripture, especially those who were often seen as unworthy by
the rest of society.
MESSENGER
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What a joy it is to be a member of the family of God and to
be a member of His church. How humbling it is to know that
we are members of the church for which Christ sacrificed
Himself out of love. Let us use the motivation that comes
out of this joy to show a similar love to those around us.
When we are humbled by the gospel, we are reminded that
no one should be deemed unlovable. Because even while we
were still enemies, Christ loved us enough to die for us all.
— Matt Mullininx, Chairman
on behalf of the Hospitality Committee

Shorter Catechism
Class
The catechizing of children is the historic method that
has been employed by Presbyterian churches for the
instruction of covenant children since the time of the
Reformation. The catechism format is that of question
and answer:
Q. What is the chief end of man?
A. Man’s chief end is to glorify God and
to enjoy Him forever.
This system committed to memory, covering the whole
scheme of Christian theology, is the tested and proven
means of transmitting the content of our faith to our
children.
Beginning June 2, 2019, and continuing through May
30, 2020, during the Sunday School hour, we will be
providing a twelve–month intensive catechism class
for 5th – 8th graders. Mr. Johnson will be the primary
instructor for the class. He will be assisted by Jody
Robinson, Paul Carpenter and Frankie Daniell.
But as is always the case, parents must be the primary
teachers if this is to succeed. Consequently, we are
enlisting parents to embrace this opportunity to help
their children learn the Shorter Catechism over the next
twelve months. In fact, you are invited to attend the
class with your children!
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FAMILY CORNER
Year 1-10

Year 11-15

“God Rest Ye Merry,
Gentlemen”

“Come, Christians,
Join to Sing”

English carol, 18th cent.

Christian H. Bateman, 1843

God rest you merry, gentlemen,
Let nothing you dismay,
Remember Christ our Savior
Was born on Christmas day,
To save us all from Satan’s pow’r
When we were gone astray;
O tidings of comfort and joy,
Comfort and joy,
O tidings of comfort and joy.

Come, Christians, join to sing
Alleluia! Amen!
Loud praise to Christ our King;
Alleluia! Amen!
Let all with heart and voice,
Before his throne rejoice;
Praise is his gracious choice.
Alleluia! Amen!

From God our heav’nly Father,
A bless-ed angel came;
And unto certain shepherds
Brought tidings of the same:
How that in Bethlehem was born
The Son of God by name.
O tidings of comfort and joy,
Comfort and joy,
O tidings of comfort and joy.

Come, lift your hearts on high,
Alleluia! Amen!
Let praises fill the sky;
Alleluia! Amen!
He is our Guide and Friend;
To us he’ll condescend;
His love shall never end.
Alleluia! Amen!
Praise yet our Christ again,
Alleluia! Amen!
Life shall not end the strain;
Alleluia! Amen!
On heaven’s blissful shore,
His goodness we’ll adore,
Singing for evermore,
“Alleluia! Amen!”

“Fear not, then,” said the angel,
“let nothing you affright;
This day is born a Savior
Of a pure virgin bright,
To free all those who trust in him
From Satan’s pow’r and might.”
O tidings of comfort and joy,
Comfort and joy,
O tidings of comfort and joy.

MADRID 6.6.6.6.D.
Traditional Spanish Melody;
Arr. by David Evans, 1927

		

The shepherds at those tidings
Rejoic-ed much in mind,
And left their flocks afeeding,
In tempest, storm, and wind:
And went to Bethlehem straightway,
The Son of God to find.
O tidings of comfort and joy,
Comfort and joy,
O tidings of comfort and joy.

#302

GOD REST YOU MERRY 8.6.8.6.8.6.ref.
English melody, 18th cent.
(#211)

PAGE 4

MAY 2019

IPC

Music MINISTRY

Just a few facts you need to know about our choirs:
Handbell Choir is taking a break until the fall.

The Chapel Choir (2nd – 5th grade) will attend Summer Waves
on Jekyll Island on May 18. The cost is free for children who
have regularly attended Chapel Choir prior to May 18. The
Children will need a towel, lunch money, a bathing suit, and
sun screen. Lunch is available there and will cost $10-15.00.
We leave church at 9:00 a.m. and return at 5:00 p.m. Forms
will be available in the Choir Room. Please return by May 1.
The Chapel Choir will sing during the evening service of
May 19.
The Youth Choir had a wonderful trip to Beaufort/
Charleston S.C. The Choir left early Saturday morning,
practiced briefly, and spent a wonderful day in Charleston.
The Choir sang at First Scots Presbyterian in Beaufort on
Sunday morning, April 28. Rev. Alex Mark, our former
intern, is the pastor of this church. On Sunday evening, the

Youth Choir sang at Grace Church of the Islands. Thank you
to Tevis Garnett who accompanied the choir, to John Garnett
and Marc Biemiller who planned and arranged the entire trip,
and to numerous chaperones. All of these adults made this
trip possible. Thank you to our young people for hours of
practice throughout the year and for your fine participation
in our choir!
The Youth Choir will sing at Point Pleasant on June 2. They
will be singing during our usual hymn-sing time at 5:15 p.m.
The Sanctuary Choir will continue to sing through June.
However, Wednesday, June 2, will most likely be our last
rehearsal until August.
				—Kathryn Van Eck

Student
ministry
May Dates:
May 8: Graduates’ Banquet
May 15: End of Academic Year Party
May 19: Last Sunday for Youth Events

MESSENGER
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Tuesday Morning Circle
The Tuesday Morning Circle will meet
on May 14, 10:30 a.m., at the home of
Mrs. Melvis Edenfield, Turners Cove, 74
Hutchins Lane.
Thursday Morning Circle

The Thursday Morning Circle will meet
on May 9, 10:30 a.m., at the Savannah
Yacht Club, 730 Bradley Point Road.
The hostess is Dr. Doris Cope.

Session/Diaconate
Meetings

Our regular Session/Diaconate meetings
will be held on Monday evening, May
20, at 5:30 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. They will
meet jointly in the Assembly Room at
7:00 p.m.

Church-wide Work Day

Please mark your calendars and plan to
participate on Saturday, May 18, at 9:00
a.m. for a church-wide work day at Point
Pleasant, 441 Suncrest Blvd. Please bring
outdoor tools, gloves, etc. Our focus will
be cleaning the grounds and inside the
building in preparation for our evening
worship services this summer. Also,
the work could include straightening
up the property from the construction
and putting up signs that direct people
around the property and define parking
areas. Please make every effort to attend.

I.P.C. College Summer
Bible Study

Will begin on Wednesday, May 15, 7:00
p.m. We will be studying various topics.

Class of 2019

Attention all graduates or parents of
graduating students—we would like to
publish information about high school,
college, or post-graduates in the bulletin
on June 2, when we will be recognizing
graduates in our morning service. Please
email the following information to
mtaylor@ipcsav.org:
* Graduate’s full name (first, middle,
and last)

Church in Bereavement
The congregation of Independent
Presbyterian Church extends sincere
sympathy to:

... Mr. and Mrs. Harold “Bucky” Fields
Ward (Sandra) and family on the death
of his sister, Jane Rives Ward, who
passed away on Sunday, April 21, in
Wilmington, NC.
...to the family of Mrs. Ann Powel Debele
Herbertson who passed away on March
21, in Lincolnton, NC. She was the
daughter of Rev. and Mrs. Frederick C.
Debele, Jr.

* High school or college name
* Degree earned/major and any honors
conferred
* College the graduating student will
attend in the fall, if applicable
Please submit this information by May
19. If you have any questions, please call
Maggie at 236-3346.

Day Camp Training
There will be a Day Camp staff training
meeting on Saturday, May 25, starting at
9:00 a.m. at Point Pleasant for all paid
staff workers.

Thank You
Dear I.P.C.,
Thank you everyone for your prayers, kind words, and
condolences when my father passed away in February.
I’m thankful for the spiritual support of I.P.C. during
this difficult time.
				Kevin Heritage



Wedding



Congratulations to:
...Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Steven
Parrish who were united in
marriage on Saturday, April 6,
2019, in the Cannon Memorial
Chapel, Richmond, VA. Mrs.
Parrish is the former Miss Ann
Douglas Enghauser.

CHanges in
address:
Dr. and Mrs. John Gouse (Sue)
240 Columbus Drive (temp. until July)
Savannah, GA 31405
Mr. and Mrs. John “Jay” Carpenter
(Rachel)
606 Valleybrook Road
Savannah, GA 31419
TSGT and Mrs. Daniel Frasure (Caitlin)
182 Second Street
Meldrim, GA 31318
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MAY Birthdays
1		
2		
2		
2		
3		
3		
3		
4		
4		
5		
5		
7		
7		
8		
8		
8		
9		
9		
10

Cindy Celento
Jay Helton
Natalie Shreve
Sarah Grace Barrett
Karl Knoche
Hannah Williams
Rex Immel
Patty Brodmann
Greyson Corbitt
Emily Lanier
Steven McAllister
Faye Patterson
Jaunita Vainas
Caroline Ambos
Levi Shaw
Rollins Nix
Howard French
Thomas Moore
Billie Hale

10
10
10
10
11
11
11
12
12
12
13
13
13
13
14
14
14
14
14

Bill Austin
Julie McDougall
Simmons Key
Annie Shaw
Edna Knoche
Luke Foster
Michael Brodmann
Max Nolan
Rita Spitler
Conner Fennell
Bobbie Henderson
Charles Riner
Hunter Boatright
Kelly Liu
Wylly Bell
Wyndell Cook
Anna Heritage
Jake Helton
Debbie Scharold

15
15
16
16
16
16
16
16
17
17
17
18
19
20
21
21
21
21
22

Lisa Bell
Judy Daniell
Hugh Helmly
Esther Goeser
Hannah Goeser
Christopher Pitts
Eva Knoche
Caroline Knoche
Marshall Williams
Rob Kelly
Ansley Reid
Fischer DeMott
Drew DeMott
Laura Henry
John South
Ashleigh Sutlive
Matthew Crowe
Heather McAlpine
Alton Brown

22
22
22
22
23
23
25
26
26
26
27
28
29
29
29
31
31
31
31

Terri Fruit
Craig Sutlive
Philipp Knoche
Wayne Cribbs
James Johnson
Mathew Thomas
Rachel Lane
Marian Cronic
Eddie DeLoach
Gwendolyn Blevins
Richard Hinely
Brandon Pitts
J.D. Youderian
SunJu Pitts
Emory Corbitt
Lucy Hitch
Garry McKee
Sarah Hazeltine
Tucker Laffitte

COLLEGE MINISTRY

BY faith we non-Jews are united to the tree that is Judaism. Or
at least this seems to be something of a summary of the Apostle
Paul’s logic in Romans 11. More specifically, we who believe
in Jesus are somehow made participants in the promise given to
Abraham. As Paul writes to the Galatians, “If you are Christ’s,
then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise”
(3:29).The promise passed on, as it was, from father Abraham to
Isaac his son and then in turn to Isaac’s son, Jacob. For this reason
it is later referred to as the promise of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

thankful remembrance of God’s faithfulness to her. She fled from
Him and sought refuge in many things. She could, and perhaps
should, have died. Looking back on that time she recognized the
hand of the Lord that had been keeping, protecting, and drawing
her to Himself in all her ways. She did not make herself what she
had become, just as Jacob did not give himself the new name. No,
it was the one with whom they wrestled. You see they were, they
are, inheritors of Abraham’s promise. The very promise that is
taken up by the prophets who looked forward to our day,

I often pray this promise over my children as I put them to bed,
asking the Lord to make them participants in the promise that
once was and still is theirs. I do this because I find in that promise
a hope upon which I depend and I know they desperately need.
The hope is contained in two little words.

I will vindicate the holiness of my great name, which has
been profaned among the nations, and which you have
profaned among them… 24 I will take you from the nations
and gather you from all the countries ... 25 I will sprinkle
clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your
uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you.
26
And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will
put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from
your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my
Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and
be careful to obey my rules.

When God first appears to Abraham, still Abram, in Genesis 12
He says this in verse 2: “I will make you a great nation, and I
will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a
blessing.” He repeats the two words twice and it is they that carry
the sentence. He says to Abram, in fact, He promises him “I will.”
Not you must do it, but I will. As Abraham believed, so do I—
even for my children. I hope that He will fulfill His promise; that
He will keep them in their going out and their coming in even as
He once kept Jacob.
You will recall Jacob’s deception, his flight from home, his
wandering, and his struggle with Laban. Jacob again and again
seems to put himself in peril but he somehow comes out bearing
a new name as the inheritor of the promise. Yes, he limps, but
he is saved. He is kept by one stronger than himself. Like Lorie
Irish who recently recounted her experience in addiction. She was
stirred as we read through the curses of Leviticus and brought to a
MESSENGER

– Ezek. 36:23-27 (see also Jer. 31:33-34)
So I put my hand on the heads of each of my children; to this end I
pray for the students at SCAD and those who come home to I.P.C.
that they all might know as their own, by faith, these two little
words—the conviction, the joy, and the hope contained in God’s
I will to His people. All so that they might share in the promise
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob by faith until that day when they
share with them a table in the presence of the Lamb.
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—Evan Gear
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Point Pleasant Evening Services
May 26 - September 1
Our summer evening services at Point
Pleasant will begin on May 26 and
continue through September 1, with
singing beginning at 5:15 p.m. and
worship at 5:30 p.m.
The facility will open at 4:00 p.m. for
appropriate Lord’s Day leisure activities
for the family. Please note that not all
forms of recreation are consistent with
the Fourth Commandment, but only
those which directly promote one’s
appreciation and love of God and His

Word and works. Consequently, please
show what previous generations called
“Sabbath restraint” in all your activities.
We also wish to urge you that the
informality of the setting not lead to
inappropriate or immodest attire. It is
important we dress in a manner that
befits such occasions that are meant to
sanctify the people of God and reflect
our identity as a “royal priesthood, a
chosen nation and a people belonging to
God”...in the world, but not of it.

Annual
Barbecue
May 26
O u r a n nu a l b a r b e c u e
fellowship will be held on
Sunday, May 26, following
the evening service.

