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The Meetinghouse News 
The First Congregational Church of Madison 

May 2021 

Minister’s Reflection                

 On the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work 
that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work 
that he had done in creation.                                                             Genesis 2.2-3 
 
  It is common practice for churches to extend to their clergy  
sabbatical leave after a particular period of service. Sabbatical is 
understood to be a time set apart from the routine of pastoral  
responsibilities to rest and recharge, to reflect on our sense of call, 
to find renewal or to pursue some area of particular interest. There 
is also a sense that some part of the leave period will be devoted to 
strengthening a minister’s sense of vocation, so that the church 
ultimately benefits from the time away. 
 Sabbatical is clearly related to the biblical practice of Sabbath, of 
setting time aside each week for rest and reflection, to turn away 
from the various responsibilities that claim our time and energy, 
and attend to the presence of God. 
 In this sense, sabbatical leave can be recreational, but not vacation 
in the traditional sense. Sabbatical leaves are typically organized 
around a particular idea or theme. 
 For as long as I can remember, I have been captivated by the 
physical and spiritual landscape of wilderness. My sense of call to 
ministry came out of an experience of being in the wilderness in 
my time as a Peace Corps volunteer in Lesotho, and since then I 
have always been drawn to those places that have the capacity to 
strip us of our sense of control and allow the voice of God to be 
heard most clearly. 
 So, it is my hope to return to the wilderness during my sabbatical 
leave; possibly by returning to Lesotho for a few weeks, and also 
by exploring wilderness areas here in the United States.  
 I am eligible for leave this summer, according to our policy on 
sabbatical leave; but I plan on being away July-September 2022, 
which will give sufficient time for planning and communicating 
those plans with all of you. 
 I am grateful to the members of our Church Board and the Deacons for their support and kindness is 
listening as the plans unfolded a little this year. And I am particularly grateful for the ideas that came 
from a meeting of the members of my pastoral search committee, the group that first recommended 
me to the church as a candidate five years ago. Without them, much of what informs this process 
would not have been possible.  
 Finally, many thanks to the congregation for extending this benefit. And blessings to you all for a 
healthy spring. 
         Peace. Todd 

Sabbatical Leave Policy 

  The church will provide the Pastor 
with a sabbatical leave of three (3) 
months paid leave after five (5) years 
of full-time ministry with the church. 
During the sabbatical, the church will 
pay the Pastor full salary and benefits.    

   It is the Pastor’s responsibility to 
share plans for the time away with   
the Diaconate at least one year before 
beginning the sabbatical.   

  The sabbatical leave shall not be taken 
in conjunction with other forms of 
time away from full-time service 
(vacation, continuing education, etc.).  
During the sabbatical, the time will be 
used to reflect on the mutual ministry 
in Christ and how to live more fully 
into the call of Christ’s church.   

  Upon return, the Pastor will be      
invited to share with the Church an 
overview of activities and learnings 
from the sabbatical.  Unless otherwise 
agreed before the sabbatical, the Pastor 
will be expected to continue as pastor 
and teach for at least one year.   

 Any unused sabbatical leave is not 
payable upon termination. 
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Worship Calendar  

Worship In Person 
As the weather allows, we will be worshiping on the 
lawn outside.  In case of rain or cold temperatures, we 
will move indoors with a limit of 50 people in the 
sanctuary.  Those wishing to attend indoors must 
register with the church office.    

Worship Virtually 

Worship will also be streamed live on Facebook. You do 

NOT have to be a Facebook member to join us. Simply 

click on this link and you will be directed to our page 

(www.facebook.com/fccmadison)   

 

Worship on TV or our Website 

You may also watch the service on Madison Public 

Access as usual, and a recording of the service will be 

available on our website Sunday afternoon. 

(fccmadison.org) 

 

April 18 3rd Sunday of Easter 
10:00am Rev. Todd Vetter, preaching  
 
April 25 4th Sunday of Easter 
10:00 am Rev. Todd Vetter, preaching 
 
May 2  5th Sunday of Easter 
10:00 am Rev. Sarah Vetter, preaching 
 
May 9  6th Sunday of Easter 
10:00 am Rev. Todd Vetter, preaching 
 
May 16 Confirmation Sunday 
10:00 am Rev. Justin Zeigler, preaching 
 
May 23 Pentecost Sunday 
10:00 am Rev. Sarah Vetter 
 
May 30 Trinity Sunday 
10:00 am Rev. Todd Vetter, preaching 
 
Sunday School meets outside  during worship or 
if it’s raining, in Hubley Hall. 
 

Podcasts of sermons are available on 

our website: fccmadison.org  

Click on “Gather for Worship” and “Services/

Sermons” then “Listen to Sunday Services 

Here” 

You can also watch video of both the Sunday morning worship and the 

Midweek Breath meditation services on our website. 

Worship Plans for Spring 

With Spring upon us and the weather growing warmer, we 
are returning to outdoor worship on Sunday mornings. 

While this allows for larger gatherings, we do want to make 
sure everyone is safe, so masks and safe, physical distance 

is maintained.  
Please bring chairs or a blanket to sit on. Feel free to bring 
coffee/tea, even brunch!  Dogs on leashes are welcome too! 

 
If rain is forecast on a given Sunday, we will 

notify the congregation via our Friday  
worship email. Indoor worship is still  
limited to 50 people.  Please help us  
maintain this limit by registering for  

worship by Friday afternoon by emailing:  
worshipatFCCMad@gmail.com.  

 
Many thanks to everyone for helping to keep  

each other safe! 

mailto:worshipatFCCMad@gmail.com
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Join us for a half-hour guided meditation—
a wonderful quiet time set apart to take a 
deep breath, get grounded, and rest in the 

loving presence of  God. 
Join on Facebook Live or come in-person 

to the sanctuary (windows are open so 
dress comfortably and wear a mask). 

    

Wednesday Bible Study  

 Everyone is welcome to join us in the Chapel and via Zoom for our weekly conversation on a passage from 
Bible, about its history and how scripture and gospel speak to our world today. 

  We meet at 10:00 Wednesday mornings .  No experience in necessary. 
  If you join in person, please remember to wear a mask and keep safely distant from one another.  

The Chapel can accommodate 10-15 people, if we spread out.   
Zoom link:  

10:00am - https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81383760051  
Meeting ID: 813 8376 0051 

Over the past few weeks, we have had a limited turnout for the evening study. If there is still interest, we will convene the 
7:30pm 'on demand.'    Please contact Todd Vetter at tcvetter@gmail.com to confirm that you will attend the evening session 

and information and a Zoom link will be sent. 
   And if you would like to receive the weekly bible study email update, with some background notes and other resources, please 

feel free to contact Todd Vetter at tcvetter@gmail.com or by calling (203) 245-2739, ext 11. 

Connection: A Ministry for   
Motherhood 

 
Many thanks to all who contributed to the collec-
tion for the Women & Family Life Center!  Here is 

a picture of the first trunk-load of donations. 
 

All women are welcome to join us for candid conversa-
tions, advice, laughter and prayer as we strive to  

navigate our daily lives in a more meaningful way.  
Wednesdays at 7:45 pm in Hubley Hall 

(Connection meets directly after the Mid-week Breath worship  
service that runs from 7-7:30. ) 

Contact Sarah Seehusen  sarah.stoever@gmail.com  or Laura Jarvis  laurajarvis@live.com with any questions. 

Thank you to all who donated! 
Our Redirect the Check  effort raised $4,400   

This money is being given to 2 Covid Relief Funds:Neighbor 2 
Neighbor's Covid Relief Fund is administered through Madison 

Youth and Family Services and offers direct help to people in 
Madison.  

The Women & Family Life Center's Emergency Covid Relief 
Fund is a life-saver for people in 16 towns along the 

shoreline who are in desperate need of rental assistance, 
utilities, food, etc.  Both agencies report that the need far 

outweighs the funds they have to address it. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81383760051
mailto:tcvetter@gmail.com
mailto:tcvetter@gmail.com
mailto:sarah.stoever@gmail.com
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Here’s where to get the latest scoop on what’s happening musically in the church!  For even 

more information, call Nathan at: (203) 245-2739, ext. 14. 

 

 

 

 

FIVE FRIDAYS RECAP 

Even though the sanctuary had to remain closed for the Five 

Fridays Lenten Concert Series again this year, it was still an 

outstanding success. The Green was packed with cars every 

week—even when the weather was lousy—and the series even 

made the front page of the newspaper! On Good Friday, a 

record 75 cars parked on the Green and in our parking lots to 

listen to the music. There were some technical glitches on some 

weeks, but for the most part, everything went very smoothly.  

If you missed watching the recitals and would like to hear and 

see them, they are available in high definition on both our 

YouTube and Facebook accounts. Thanks to this year’s recitalists 

and to Jeremy Clark for his audio and visual assistance. 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY & EASTER RECAP 

It was a very strange feeling not to be completely immersed in 

choral and instrumental music this time of year. Who knew we 

would have a second Easter with no full choir or orchestra? 

Despite the necessary limitations and precautions, we had a 

very meaningful and uplifting Maundy Thursday service 

and Easter Sunday service thanks to a small ensemble of 

musicians. Special thanks to singers Susanne Kos, Peggy 

Antenucci and Peter Larkin for singing for both services and to 

trumpeter Ken Dreier and percussionist Chris Kent for playing 

on Easter. How wonderful it was to see so many people outside 

and to hear a little congregational singing again! 

 

SPIRIT CHOIR BACK IN ACTION 

With the weather getting warmer and more outdoor services 

expected, we’re going to try having a Spirit Choir sing again! 

Here’s how it will work: On Sunday mornings only when 

we’ll be worshipping outside, singers of all ages will be 

welcome to gather—socially-distanced and wearing masks, of 

course—near the keyboard at the base of the church steps at 

9:40 am to rehearse music which will be sung later in the 

service. It will be very, very easy so it won’t require much 

rehearsal time. Sure, it might sound a little muffled with masks 

on, but who cares? I hope you will join us! 

Recitalist Walden Moore at the console 
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All children through 8th grade are invited  
to Sunday School!  

When worship is Outside: children will be invited 
during the first hymn to walk with their teachers over 

to the lawn in front of the church house.   
When worship is Inside: children may go directly to 

Hubley Hall at 10 am for Sunday School.  
 

Nursery Care is available in Hubley Hall as well.  

Youth Group– All are welcome! 
 

Sunday May 16th  
High School & Middle School  
5-6 pm in Hubley Hall 
 

Sunday May 30th 
High School meets during worship -
10:00-11:00  
Middle School (grades 6-8) meets 

after worship - 11:15-12:45   
 

Contact Justin Zeigler: justinwaynezeigler@gmail.com   

Hearts for Madison Teams up with  
Community Art Project! 

 

Hearts for Madison is a project created by the Peer Helpers at 
Polson Middle School.  
 

Each Peer Helper “sponsored” a heart and created their own de-
sign with a word or phrase promoting positivity. The hearts 
were then displayed at the school entrance. Funds generated 
from the project were used to purchase gift cards from local 
venues, which were given to every Polson staff member in 
recognition of all of the work they have done for the students 
and entire Polson community throughout this past year.  
 

Peer Helpers is a Madison Youth & Family Services program that 
trains 7th and 8th grade students to recognize the needs of their fellow peers and work to make a more positive 

school climate.    
 

Heart House Community Art project is thrilled to welcome this 
creative student-led endeavor that expresses kindness and hope 
through the pandemic.  
 

More “Heart Houses” have been added to our display, with even 

more on the way.  Everyone is welcome to participate! If you 

would like to transform a birdhouse into a “heart house” express-

ing what you have been going through over the last year, please 

contact Sarah at svetter@fccmadison.org.  We would love for you 

to participate!  

Facebook.com/HeartHouseCommunityArt  

 

Welcome  
Kristen Skonieczny  

as our new  
Sunday School Director 

 

We are thrilled to have Kristen join 
the FCC staff and lead our Sunday 
School program.  Kristen has been 
active with children and youth in 
our church for many years, and initiated and led our 

Community Family Forums. 

 
Confirmation 

Sunday 
May 16 

 
Join us as we cele-
brate confirmation 
with 5 of our youth! 

 
 
 

There will be cake and a small reception afterwards! 
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Good Friday and Easter Sunday 
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Offering -We are 

grateful for your 

pledges and offerings. 

There are a number of 

ways to give.  Dona-

tions can be made via 

text, app, through our website, or by mailing a 

check to FCC Madison  at 26 Meetinghouse 

Lane, Madison, CT 06443. 

GivePlus Text: Text 833-394-
8043, with the amount you want 
to donate, to make one-time or re-
curring contributions.  

Mobile App Giving: Search your 
app store for “GivePlus Church” 
and download the GivePlus app to 
make one-time or recurring contri-
butions.  

Online Giving: Visit https://
fccmadison.org/ or scan the QR 
Code with your smart phone 
camera to set up a one time or 
recurring gift.  

 

Covid  

Vaccinations 

 

 
Everyone age 16 and older can receive a vaccine. 

Register at VAMS.cdc.gov or through the Yale Portal: 
www.ynhhs.org/patient-care/covid-19/

vaccine.aspx  
A Vaccine Clinic at the Madison Town Gym is open 

Thursdays 10-2, by appointment only. 
  

Here is an additional link to the Center for Disease 
Control (CDC) website for post-COVID vaccine  

recommendations:  
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/

vaccines/expect/after.html 
 

RIDES to Vaccination 
Finally, if you are planning on scheduling an appoint-
ment to be vaccinated, but need help with transpor-

tation, let us know and we will do our best to provide 
a ride. 

 

Saturday 
May 15 

9:00-1:00 
Church Lawn 

 
Have you been spring cleaning? Are you  

eager to see each other?  
We are coming together safely outdoors for 

a Tag Sale on the lawn! 
 

Set up a table with your own stuff for sale, 
or donate to a church table.  Proceeds from 
the church table will go to Covid Emergency 

Relief Funds to help our neighbors who 
have been hit hard by the pandemic. 

Contact Christine Sima to participate or for 
more information: 

blirish14@yahoo.com 

Looking ahead… 
 

June 13—Children’s Sunday 

Come celebrate our children and youth, 

who will have made it through a very 

trying year!  Let’s acknowledge their  

Resilience, learn from their  

leadership, and give thanks to God! 

And then let’s play some lawn games! 

 

June 20—20th Anniversary of 

Becoming Open & Affirming 
 

Join us as we celebrate our 20th Anni-

versary of proclaiming God’s expansive 

love and radical welcome of all people! 
No matter who you are or where you  

find yourself on life’s journey,  

you are welcome at FCCM! 

https://fccmadison.org/
https://fccmadison.org/
http://vams.cdc.org/
https://www.ynhhs.org/patient-care/covid-19/vaccine.aspx
https://www.ynhhs.org/patient-care/covid-19/vaccine.aspx
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This newsletter is  available 
on our website and via 

email.  If you would prefer 
an  electronic version 

to a paper copy, please let 
the office know.  

Mainoffice 
@fccmadison.org 

Sunday Worship  

10:00 a.m. 

Join our livestream wor-
ship on Facebook.com/

fccmadison 
Or watch it later in the day 

from our website:  
fccmadison.org  

 

Our Worship Service is  
broadcast on 

Madison Access TV 
Channel 18, Sunday at 
12:00pm and 10:00pm, 

check their listings.  

The First Congregational 
Church of  Madison  

 

26 Meetinghouse Lane, Madison,  CT  06443 
Overlooking the Green 
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The Rev. Sarah E. Vetter 
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Phone:     203-245-2739 
Fax:         203-245-3341 
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