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The Meetinghouse News 
The First Congregational Church of Madison 

July & August 2021 

    If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, if you offer your food to the hungry 
and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday.                      
   The Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your bones strong; and you shall be 
like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail. Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up 
the foundations of many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the   restorer of streets to live in. 
                                                                                                                                                   Isaiah 58 
 
 These words come from an unknown prophet writing in the name of the great 8th century BCE prophet 
Isaiah sometime during what has come to be known as the Babylonian Exile of the 6th century BCE. In 
short, thousands of Israelites were taken into exile by the Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar, after the 
destruction of Jerusalem in 586BCE. This prophet writes from out of the experience of exile, to offer a 
vision of hope that current circumstance will pass away; that even in the midst of this time of stagnation 
and captivity, God envisions and animates a future of fullness and richness for God’s people. 
 Exile is a pretty good metaphor for the experience we have experienced over the past year or so. Most of 
us, all of us perhaps, have known stagnation, life on hold and captive to the constraints necessitated by 
the COVID pandemic. 
 And while I am somewhat cautious in saying so, it does feel as if the veil is lifting a little. I feels great to 
actually shake hands again, to gather with friends, to enjoy the blessings of a (partially) maskless life. 
And we take modest pride in our church and community and region for embracing vaccination, for tak-
ing seriously our collective responsibility for public health and well-being. I think of Isaiah’s word of 
commissioning and this is a part of it, to understand that our light shines when we take seriously our 
ability to rebuild the ruins occasioned by a shared experience of exile. 
 I’m writing just before leaving for our first church mission trip in a few years. A group of us will be in 
central Appalachia for the next week, working to rebuild the homes of families in Jonesville, Virginia. 
It’s a small thing, of course; but perhaps it can serve to inspire the whole of our church to reflect on what 
we can do in the next year to take up Isaiah’s commission, set aside the tools of division and take up the 
work of rebuilding the world around us. And we’ll see together what light will rise.  

 
 
 
 
 

Summer Book Read! 
 

The Seventh Story: Us, Them,  
& the End of Violence 

 

We are hoping to inspire as many people as possible to read this wonderful  
little book over the summer. It describes six stories we tell about the world and 
how they shape how we live, and offers a seventh story,  

a path toward openheartedness.  
 

In the fall, we will hold a conversation with the authors, 
and use the themes in this book in our worship and  

programming. 
 

We will have more copies available at the church, or you can order one at 
www.theseventhstory.com/buy. Kindle editions are available on Amazon. 

 
You can also check out the children’s story version: Cory & the Seventh Story! 
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Worship Calendar  

Worship In Person 
As the weather allows, we will be worshiping on the 
lawn outside.  In case of rain , we will move indoors  
 
Worship Virtually 
Worship will be livestreamed on Facebook 
(www.facebook.com/fccmadison) 
 

Worship on TV or our Website 

You may also watch the service on Madison Public 

Access, and a recording of the service will be available 

on our website Sunday afternoon. (fccmadison.org) 

 

July 4  6th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:00am  Rev. Sarah Vetter, preaching  
 

July 11  7th Sunday after Pentecost 
10:00 am Rev. Sarah Vetter, preaching 
 

July 18  8th Sunday after Pentecost 
10:00 am Rev. Todd Vetter, preaching 
 
July 25  9th Sunday after Pentecost 
10:00 am Christine Sima, preaching 
  Ice Cream Social after worship 
 
August 1 10th Sunday after Pentecost 
10:00 am Deacons leading worship 
 
August 8 11th Sunday after Pentecost 
10:00 am Christine Sima, preaching 
 
August 15 12th Sunday after Pentecost 
10:00 am Rev. Todd Vetter, preaching 
 
August 22 13th Sunday after Pentecost 
10:00 am Rev. Todd Vetter, preaching 
 
August 29 14th Sunday after Pentecost 
10:00 am Rev. Sarah Vetter, preaching 

Worship Plans for Summer 

We will be worshiping outdoors for the summer,  
weather permitting. 

Please bring chairs or a blanket to sit on.  
Feel free to bring coffee/tea, even brunch!   

Dogs on leashes are welcome too! 
 

If rain is forecast on a given Sunday, we will notify the  
congregation via our Friday worship email that we  

plan to be indoors.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Refreshments! Join us every Sunday in the Chi Rho Garden 
after worship for  lemonade,  iced tea,  snacks,  and a chance 

to mingle with friends and welcome visitors! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Sunday School will continue all summer long. Join us for 
some summer fun!  

Nursery care is also available! 
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Pool Barbeque 
 

Saturday, August 14th from 4:00 - 8:00 p.m. at  
Lianne & Rick LaTorre's 

50 Wolf Hollow Lane in Killingworth.  
All adults and children are welcome!  

The Fellowship Commission will provide hamburgers,  
hot dogs, water, and dessert.  

Those attending are asked to bring an appetizer or side dish to 
share; plastic dishes and glasses please.   
Bring bathing suits, towels and BYOB.  

 
RSVP to Lianne at lianne.latorre@gmail.com  

by August 8th or sign up at  Lemonade on the Lawn.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ice Cream Social 
Sunday, July 25th at 11:15 a.m.  

Enjoy cool refreshing ice cream with your 
choice of toppings at  

Lemonade on the Lawn! 

 

HELP SPONSOR THE GALVANIZED JAZZ BAND 

On September 12th, the church will be having its annual Rally Day featuring 

the Galvanized Jazz Band led by Fred Vigorito. It’s always a treat to have them 

as they add so much to the service and the picnic afterward! However, due to 

the lack of income from music concerts (currently on hold until this fall) which 

historically have helped to pay their $1,200 fee, the music department is 

hoping there might be an individual or possibly several interested 

in sponsoring them. If you love having them come every year, please 

consider getting in touch with Nathan (nbayreuther@fccmadison.org) to 

donate and help them return. Thank you! 

SUMMER MUSIC INVITATION 

During the summer months, I would love to have people contribute musically to the worship services, whether 

it be a solo, a duet, a trio, or even more. Do you play an instrument? Do you like to sing? Consider yourself 

invited to take part. Do you want to sing or play, but you’re having trouble finding just the right piece? I would 

love to work with you—simply e-mail me (see above) or call: 203-245-2739, ext. 14. 

NATHAN’S VACATION TIME 

I’ll be away starting July 29th and returning August 17th, but I’m happy to say that Fred Imbimbo will be 

substituting for me once again for the first three Sundays of August. A Guilford resident, Fred recently retired 

as a nurse at St. Raphael in New Haven. He is an accomplished, conservatory-trained organist who has 

substituted for me several times in the past few years, and I certainly appreciate him filling in for me again. 

Todd and  Sarah’s Vacation Time 2021 

Todd & Sarah will be taking their annual time away this 
year from July 22 through August 11. Sarah will be taking 
additional time through August 21, but Todd will be leading 
worship on 15, with Sarah returning August 29. Our Dea-
cons will be leading during that time. If any pastoral con-
cerns arise, please contact the church office and Debbie 
will have a member of the Deacons contact you.  

In the event of a family death or tragedy, please contact 
Todd  directly at (203) 589-7949.  

mailto:lianne.latorre@gmail.com
mailto:nbayreuther@fccmadison.org
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This newsletter is  available 
on our website and via 

email.  If you would prefer 
an  electronic version 

to a paper copy, please let 
the office know.  

Mainoffice 
@fccmadison.org 

Sunday Worship  

10:00 a.m. 

Join our livestream wor-
ship on Facebook.com/

fccmadison 
Or watch it later in the day 

from our website:  
fccmadison.org  

 

Our Worship Service is  
broadcast on 

Madison Access TV 
Channel 18, Sunday at 
12:00pm and 10:00pm, 

check their listings.  

The First Congregational 
Church of  Madison  

 

26 Meetinghouse Lane, Madison,  CT  06443 
Overlooking the Green 
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The Rev. Todd C. Vetter 
Senior Minister 

 
The Rev. Sarah E. Vetter 
Minister of  Community Life 

 
 

Phone:     203-245-2739 
Fax:         203-245-3341 
E-mail:    mainoffice@fccmadison.org 
Website:  www.fccmadison.org 
Facebook: fccmadison 

Church Office Hours:  
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Monday - Friday 
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