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The Meetinghouse News 
The First Congregational Church of Madison 

February 2021 

Minister’s Reflection                

   This February we begin the church season of Lent. Central to Lenten practice is the often misunderstood practice 
of repentance. We tend to associate repentance with either the 
confession of sins or with street corner prophets predicting immi-
nent doom. In my experience, repentance does involve something 
of the former and almost nothing of the latter. Confession is es-
sential to Christian life. Our tradition holds that we are saved by 
the grace of God; a grace that comes to fullness in our acceptance 
that we are not the agents of our own salvation, but that Christ’s 
mercy meets us in our brokenness to repair what is wounded and 
invite us back into full relationship with God and with one anoth-
er.  
 In order to enjoy the fullness of grace, we have to first come to 
terms that something is broken. 
  The word repent itself means simply to ‘turn around,’ to look in 
a different direction, perceive life through a clearer lens—to reori-
ent ourselves away from a world that too often relies upon our 
brokenness, shame, guilt, fear and anxiety. 
  To repent is nothing more than that acknowledgement we make 
to ourselves and to God that we live in need of a grace we cannot 
make for ourselves. As our Lenten journey begins, I invite you to 
join me in the faithful practice of repentance, to find ways to see 
the world in the way that God sees it, through the lens of grace. 
            Peace, Todd 

Mission Trip 2021: Appalachian Service Project 

 Mission Trips can be a life-changing experience. To ‘go out’ into the world 
to serve is part of our calling as Christians; it echoes the commissioning 
Jesus first gave to his first followers. And like them, we do not need to be 
specially equipped for the work beyond our commitment to offer a small 
part of our lives to help others. 

 First Congregational Church invites you to consider participating in this 
year’s Mission Trip. We will traveling to Appalachia to help rehabilitate 
homes with the Appalachian Service Project, a ministry with over 50 years experience in the region. 

 It has always been one of the most rewarding experiences of my life in ministry to share this essential work with church 
members and friends. It is important to know that no experience with home building is required, but experience can be of 
great help in leading our work teams.   

 Anyone who has finished 8th grade and is 13 years or older is welcome. Friends are invited as well. 

 For more information on the Appalachian Service Project, visit their website at  www.asphome.org. You can see some of 
their videos and hear testimonials on their YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/user/AppServProject 

If you have any interest in participating or in receiving more information, please contact Todd Vetter at 
tcvetter@gmail.com. We will looking for a time in February to hold an informational Zoom meeting, so please let us 
know if you are interested in joining us. 

 Church School Director Position 

FCC is looking for someone to serve as our Church 
School Director. This is a 10 hour per week position 
for someone who has demonstrated leadership in 
our church school or in another setting. 

 The position requires someone available Sundays 
as well as during the week for preparation work, 
who has demonstrated creative leadership in pro-
gramming for children’s ministry or extracurricular 
activities. Good organizational skills and the ability 
to recruit and train volunteer teachers are neces-
sary. 

  Ideally, the candidate will have worked with chil-
dren from Kindergarten thru 8th grades, display 
capacity to imagine new ways of engaging children 
and their parents, a willingness to build relation-
ships with the existing church school community 
and with families coming into the church for the 
first time. If you have interest in the position, 
please contact the Church Office. 
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Worship Calendar  

Worship In Person 
As state regulations allow, we will offer in-person 
worship in the sanctuary.  Those wishing to attend must 
register with the church office.  Please see registration 
instructions on this page. 

Worship Virtually 

Worship will also be streamed live on Facebook. You do 

NOT have to be a Facebook member to join us. Simply 

click on this link and you will be directed to our page 

(www.facebook.com/fccmadison)   

 

Worship on TV or our Website 

You may also watch the service on Madison Public 

Access as usual, and a recording of the service will be 

available on our website Sunday afternoon. 

(fccmadison.org) 

 

Feb. 7   5th Sunday after Epiphany 
10:00am Rev. Todd Vetter, preaching 
 

Feb. 14  Transfiguration Sunday 
10:00am Rev. Sarah Vetter, preaching 
 
Feb. 17  Ash Wednesday 
7:00 pm 
 
Feb. 21  1st Sunday of Lent 
10:00am             Rev. Todd Vetter, preaching 
 
Feb. 28  2nd Sunday of Lent 
7:00 pm Rev. Todd Vetter, preaching 
 
March 7 3rd Sunday of Lent 
10:00am Rev. Sarah Vetter, preaching  
 
March 14 4th Sunday of Lent 
10:00 am Rev. Todd Vetter, preaching 
 
March 21 5th Sunday of Lent 
10:00 am Rev. Todd Vetter, preaching 
 
March 28 6th Sunday of Lent 
10:00 am Rev. Sarah Vetter, preaching 

Weekly Registration for Indoor Worship 

1. To register for the upcoming Sunday service, send an email to 
worshipatFCCMad@gmail.com by Friday indicating how many 
people from your household will attend.   

2. Worship will be limited to 50 people.   If 50 people have regis-
tered before you, you will receive an email giving you priority 
for the next week. 

3. Please do a health check Sunday morning before you arrive. Any-
one with a temperature above 100.5 Fahrenheit or exhibiting 
any symptoms of Covid-19 listed by the CDC should not attend. 

4. When you arrive, we ask that you sanitize your hands, find a seat 

in a pew with an open door, and wear a mask over your nose 

and mouth through the duration of worship.  

What to know about Indoor Worship 

Please be aware that due to the dangers of spreading Covid-19, in-

person worship necessarily looks very different than we are accus-

tomed.  Worshippers are asked to sanitize their hands as they come in.  

Pews are marked so that people sit 8 feet apart.  Everyone is required 

to wear a mask through the duration of worship.  Windows and doors 

are open, so we encourage people to dress warmly and bring a blanket 

if necessary.  Because singing creates a higher risk of spreading infec-

tious particles, we are not singing hymns during worship and there is 

not a live choir.  On Communion Sundays, individually packaged ele-

ments are available as you enter the sanctuary.  We ask that the Peace 

be shared from a safe, physical distance.  

We understand the challenge of a worship service in which many of our 

most cherished traditions are absent, and we remain grateful for our 

church’s willingness to act in ways that keep us all safe. We look for-

ward to the time when we return to the full worship services we have 

enjoyed together over the years. In the meantime, we will gather in the 

Spirit and lift our hearts to God.  We are finding creative ways to adapt 

and continually seek to reach out to keep us all connected, both in and 

outside the sanctuary. 

Please be aware that CT guidelines discourage at-risk populations from 

participating in in-person worship.   Those with pre-existing or under-

lying conditions and people age 65 or older are considered at-risk and 

are encouraged to participate in alternative forms of worship from 

home.   

Podcasts of sermons are available on 

our website: fccmadison.org  

Click on “Gather for Worship” and “Services/

Sermons” then “Listen to Sunday Services 

Here” 

You can also watch video of both the Sunday morning worship and the 

Midweek Breath meditation services on our website. 

mailto:worshipatFCCMad@gmail.com


 3 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Join us in the sanctuary (or on Facebook Live) for a 

half-hour worship experience on  
Wednesday evenings.  

Worship is contemplative and meditative in na-
ture, and consists of guided meditations, prayer 
experiences, and learning ways to ground, de-

stress, and connect deeply with God.  
Who couldn’t use a deep breath these days!?  

In-person attendance is limited to 25 people,  
so registration is required.  

You can register at: bookwhen.com/fccmadison  
or by calling Rev. Sarah (203) 245-2739 x12  
Videos of worship are available on our website. 

    

Wednesday Bible Study  

 Everyone is welcome to join us in the Chapel and via Zoom for our weekly conversation on a passage from 
Bible, about its history and how scripture and gospel speak to our world today. 

  We meet at 10:00 Wednesday mornings .  No experience in necessary. 
  If you join in person, please remember to wear a mask and keep safely distant from one another.  

The Chapel can accommodate 10-15 people, if we spread out.   
Zoom link:  

10:00am - https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81383760051  
Meeting ID: 813 8376 0051 

Over the past few weeks, we have had a limited turnout for the evening study. If there is still interest, we will convene the 
7:30pm 'on demand.'    Please contact Todd Vetter at tcvetter@gmail.com to confirm that you will attend the evening session 

and information and a Zoom link will be sent. 
   And if you would like to receive the weekly bible study email update, with some background notes and other resources, please 

feel free to contact Todd Vetter at tcvetter@gmail.com or by calling (203) 245-2739, ext 11. 

 

Connection: A Ministry for  Motherhood 
 

Join us for candid conversations, advice, laughter and prayer as we strive to  
navigate our daily lives in a more meaningful way.  

 

Wednesdays at 7:45 pm in Hubley Hall 
 

(Connection meets directly after the Mid-week Breath worship  
service that runs from 7-7:30. ) 

Contact Sarah Seehusen  sarah.stoever@gmail.com  or  
Laura Jarvis  laurajarvis@live.com with any questions. 

 

A Great Lenten 
Book Read! 

 
 
The Book: In 24 Hours 
That Changed the 
World author Adam Ham-
ilton relives the one day in 
history that changed eve-
rything and helps readers 
experience and under-
stand the significance of 
Jesus’ final hours. 
 

The Discussion: Carol Robbins will lead a discussion 
of the book via zoom on Feb. 25, March 11, and March 
18. If interested, please contact her 
at robbinscs@att.net or call her at 203-245-1867 for 
details about acquiring the book, the accompanying 
video, and the topics for each discussion session. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81383760051
mailto:tcvetter@gmail.com
mailto:tcvetter@gmail.com
mailto:sarah.stoever@gmail.com
mailto:robbinscs@att.net
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Here’s where to get the latest scoop on what’s happening musically in the church!  For even 

more information, call Nathan at: (203) 245-2739, ext. 14. 

 

 

 

 

FIVE FRIDAYS LENTEN CONCERT SERIES 

The Five Fridays Lenten Concert Series is back! For the last five 

Fridays of Lent, guest organists perform on our historic 1929 Möller 

pipe organ for a half-hour during lunchtime (12:15-12:45 pm). While 

we have to keep the sanctuary closed to the public for now, each recital 

will be broadcast over the steeple speakers and also streamed live using 

on the church’s Facebook page (www.facebook.com/fccmadison). You 

are invited to come to the Green or join us online! We have a fantastic 

line-up of organists this year, and they are: 

• March 5th: Walden Moore, Director of Music at Trinity Church on the Green in New Haven 

• March 12th: Nathaniel Gumbs, Director of Chapel Music at Yale University 

• March 19th: Simon Holt, Music Director at the First Congregational Church of Old Lyme 

• March 26th: Douglas Green, organist at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Norwich (retired) 

• April 2nd: Nathan Bayreuther, Director of Music Ministry at First Congregational Church of Madison 

 

UPGRADES TO OUR AUDIO/VIDEO SYSTEM 

In the last newsletter, I mentioned that Jeremy Clark and I have been 

working extremely hard on a new audio and video system for the 

church. This new system utilizes the latest in WiFi and Bluetooth 

technology to provide high-definition video and sound. Thanks for 

your patience as we continue to work out some kinks; rest assured we 

are fixing them one by one. Special thanks to Jorge Prego at St. John 

Bosco in Branford for demonstrating their equipment for us, Randy Jason at Alpha Audio Works in Mystic for 

the new digital mixer, and Wally Stone for helping to remove the old system and install the new one. 

 

DIGITAL BABY GRAND PIANO DONATION 

It certainly was a nice way to end an otherwise rotten year when I 

received a phone call from Megan Boyer this past December. A resident 

of New York, she had come here to Madison with her husband when 

the pandemic hit back in March, and they were planning to move back 

to New York in January. However, they were so inspired by our 

outdoor summer church services and the music department that they 

very kindly donated their nearly-brand new Yamaha digital miniature 

grand piano to us! We were thrilled to receive it, and it fits (and 

sounds) perfectly in the Chapel. Thank you for your exceedingly 

generous gift—it will be a blessing when the Chapel is used again in the hopefully-not-too-distant future! 

http://www.facebook.com/fccmadison
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As we are able 
to, we will 

hold Sunday 
School for 
children 

through 8th 
Grade in Hubley Hall on Sunday mornings.  Parents, 
you can drop your children off from  10:00 –10:45 
even if you are not attending in-person worship.  

Children must wear masks.  Nursery Care is availa-
ble in Hubley Hall as well.  

Youth Group 
Sundays February 14th & 28th 
 
High School (grades 9-12) meets 
during worship -10:00-11:00  
Middle School (grades 6-8) meets 
after worship - 11:15-12:45   
 
You can reach our youth 

minister, Justin, at:  
justinwaynezeigler@gmail.com   

 
Reserve your spot! 
Mission Trip 2021 

July 4-10  
  
  
  

Spend a week in Appalachia this July with First Congregational Church and  
the Appalachian Service Project. 

Anyone 13 years old and above is welcome to participate in this year's mission trip, working to  
provide safe,  dry homes for some of the most impoverished communities in America. 

More information will be coming, but if you have any interest at all in participating, please email Todd 
Vetter at tcvetter@gmail.com to reserve a spot and begin planning. Friends are welcome as well. 

For more information about ASP, please take a few minutes to look at their website (www.asphome.org) 
and visit their Youtube channel for videos on their work and impact (https://www.youtube.com/user/

AppServProject).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many Thanks to all who donated to CT Shoreline  

Indivisible’s Day of Service for Martin Luther King 

Day!  We delivered a trunk full of non-perishable 

food, diapers and feminine products that have been 

given to shoreline pantries and the Women & Family 

Life Center. 

Thanks to all who provided gifts and donations 

for families at CCA this Christmas! 
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We would love to include your voice in worship! 

Would you like to read scripture? Offer special music? Create a Grace and Gratitude video to share? It is fairly 

easy to capture a video of yourself and send it in for us to weave into our online worship services.  Reach out to 

Todd at tcvetter@gmail.com  or Sarah at svetter@fccmadison.org or Nathan at nbayreuther@fccmadison.org 

(with music).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Do you knit?  or want to learn? Join with others to 
pray, chat and knit together on zoom. 

Please let Sarah know if you'd like to join in:  
svetter@fccmadison.org  

 

Pastoral Care 
 

Please do not hesitate to reach out 
to Todd, Sarah or Justin if you 

need support, prayer, a listening 
ear, to be connected to resources, 

or any other way we can be of 
help. 

We are here for you! 
Todd (203)589-7949 tcvetter@gmail.com  

Sarah (203)887-2463 svetter@fccmadison.org 
Justin justinwaynezeigler@gmail.com 

Offering -We are grateful for your pledges and offerings. There are a 

number of ways to give.  Donations can be made via text, app, through 

our website, or by mailing a check to FCC Madison  at 26 Meetinghouse 

Lane, Madison, CT 06443. 

GivePlus Text: Text 833-394-8043, with the amount you want to donate, to make 
one-time or recurring contributions.  

Mobile App Giving: Search your app store for “GivePlus Church” and download 
the GivePlus app to make one-time or recurring contributions.  

Online Giving: Visit https://fccmadison.org/ or scan the QR Code with your smart 
phone camera to set up a one time or recurring gift.  

 

 

 

 

Covid Vaccinations 

People 75 and older are currently eligible to  

receive the Covid-19 vaccine.   

Register at VAMS.cdc.org  or by calling the Madison 

Senior Center for assistance: 203-245-5627  

You can also access appointments through the Yale 
Portal: www.ynhhs.org/patient-care/covid-19/

vaccine.aspx  

Phase 1B, which includes people 65 and older is pro-
jected to begin in early February, dependent on 

available vaccines. 

A Vaccine Clinic at the Madison Town Gym is open 
Thursdays 10-2, by appointment only. 

Please let us know if you need a ride! 

mailto:svetter@fccmadison.org
mailto:tcvetter@gmail.com
mailto:svetter@fccmadison.org
mailto:justinwaynezeigler@gmail.com
https://fccmadison.org/
http://VAMS.cdc.org
https://www.ynhhs.org/patient-care/covid-19/vaccine.aspx
https://www.ynhhs.org/patient-care/covid-19/vaccine.aspx
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Community Art Project Provides Creative Outlet to 

Share Feelings on 2020 and the Pandemic 

A committee supported by FCC is inviting the community to par-

ticipate in a creative project, transforming birdhouses into “heart 

houses”  - expressing how Covid and 2020 have impacted us all.  

There are many heart houses already on display on the church 

lawn, with more on the way.   We invite you to come and mean-

der through them.  Our hope is that as people visit the heart 

houses, it will inspire them to reflect on their own experiences. We think this will build compassion, un-

derstanding, and community. It will also offer people a creative, beautiful and inspiring outing during 

these ongoing months of social distancing.  Thus far, heart houses have been provided by individuals 

and groups, including the Grove School, the Country School, FCC Healing Prayer Ministry, and North 

Madison Congregational Church Choir. We are also collaborating with Polson Middle School and MYFS 

Peer Helpers.  Anyone is invited to participate and can pick up a birdhouse and instructions from the 

church.  You can also participate by writing your thoughts and ideas on a notebook inside a mailbox-

turned-heart-house.  See more pictures and read an article about the project in the Shoreline Times by 

visiting: facebook.com/HeartHouseCommunityArt  
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This newsletter is  available 

on our website and via 
email.  If you would prefer 

an  electronic version 

to a paper copy, please let 
the office know.  

Mainoffice 
@fccmadison.org 

Sunday Worship  

10:00 a.m. 

Join our livestream wor-
ship on Facebook.com/

fccmadison 
Or watch it later in the day 
from our website fccmadi-

son.org  
 

Our Worship Service is  
broadcast on 

Madison Access TV 
Channel 18, Sunday at 
12:00pm and 10:00pm, 

check their listings.  
 

The First Congregational 
Church of  Madison  

 

26 Meetinghouse Lane, Madison,  CT  06443 
Overlooking the Green 

 

The Meetinghouse News 
February 2021 

 

The Rev. Todd C. Vetter 
Senior Minister 

 
The Rev. Sarah E. Vetter 
Minister of  Community Life 

 
 

Phone:     203-245-2739 
Fax:         203-245-3341 
E-mail:    mainoffice@fccmadison.org 
Website:  www.fccmadison.org 
Facebook: fccmadison 

Church Office Hours:  
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Monday - Friday 
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