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The Meetinghouse News 
The First Congregational Church of Madison 

October 2020 

Minister’s Reflection              
Stewardship in 2021 

 God’s best work is done in the wilderness.  
                                              
  You have to wonder how many more times we 
will have to hear the word “unprecedented” this 
year. 
It has been everywhere, in this most challenging 
time, constantly reminding us that everything 
seems to be flux.  
  We know, of course, that COVID will pass, even 
if we cannot know exactly when. But pass it will. 
  Like other times of crisis have passed. We are 
heirs to a membership that has seen revolution, 
civil war, recession, depression, recession again, 
changes that often boggle the mind. Institutions 
have passed away, and we remain. 
 And we remain because generations of our 
members have continued to sustain the life of 
this church through a durable and resilient faith, 
so that no matter what we journey through, no 
matter what challenges confront us, we have 
faith that the power of God is greater still. 
   
  So perhaps more than any time in my life in 
ministry, I am grateful to the ways in which all of 
us have found ways to support First Church, 
from our financial offerings to our continued 
work on Boards and Committees, to attending 
worship, to the simply blessing of keeping us in 
your prayers. 
 The tragic reality is that some churches will not 
survive COVID, at least not in the same form 
they knew before. We are fortunate to have the 
capacity not only to survive, but to discern new 
ways of being church together. 
 In the next week or so, you should be receiving our annual Stewardship letter. I am grateful for whatever 
financial support you can offer to First Church this year, and I appreciate that circumstances may well 
have changed in your life that will necessarily effect your pledge for 2021. Even so, whatever offering you 
will make represents a measure of faith in our life together for which I am thankful; and which will most 
certainly assure that First Congregational Church remains a vibrant community, a beacon of hope and 
grace to whatever will yet come. 
          Peace, Todd 

Call to Annual Meeting                                    
October 26, 2020                                   7:00pm 

  To the members of the  

First Congregational Church , 

Madison, Connecticut 

Pursuant to the By-Laws of the Church: 

  

   The Annual Congregation Meeting of the First Congregational 

Church of Madison, will be held on Monday,    October 26, 2020 at 

7:00pm. 

Due to restrictions imposed by the COVID 19 pandemic, this 

Meeting will be held via Zoom, with a limited number of in-

person participants. If you are unable to participate via Zoom 

and would like to attend in person, please contact the Church 

Office to reserve your space.  Masks are mandatory, and social 

distancing required. 

To join the Meeting using Zoom, simply click on the link provid-

ed below. If this is your first use of Zoom, your computer may 

prompt you to install the program prior to joining. If you have 

any questions, please contact Rev. Todd Vetter at (203)245-2739. 

Join Zoom Meeting                                                                    

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87520983897                                

Meeting ID: 875 2098 3897 

The agenda for this Meeting is to:                                               

Receive and act upon the reports of the Committees, Boards, Of-

ficers and Organizations of the church.                                       

Elect new Board members                                                              

Ratify the Board Moderator, Treasurer, Clerk and Assistant 

Treasurer                                                                                            

Ratify the chairs or co-chairs and members of the Diaconate and 

Standing Committees                                                                      

Attest: Barnaby Mortensen, Clerk of the Church 
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Worship Calendar - October  

 

Worship In Person 

Worship will be held outdoors on the church lawn as 

long as weather permits.  Feel free to bring a chair or 

blanket to sit on, a cup of coffee, or brunch.  You are 

also invited to pull up in your car from Meetinghouse 

Lane.  

 
To assure the safety of everyone, we do ask that you 
spread out as much as possible, and limit greetings to 
waves and hellos. Social distancing is still required 
and you need to wear a mask. We can provide them, if 
you forget yours.  

 

Worship Virtually 

Worship will also be streamed live on Facebook. You 

do NOT have to be a Facebook member to join us. 

Simply click on this link and you will be directed to 

our page (www.facebook.com/fccmadison)   

 

Worship on TV or our Website 

You may also watch the service on Madison Public 

Access as usual, and a recording of the service will be 

available on our website Sunday afternoon. 

(fccmadison.org) 

 

Oct. 4  18th Sunday after Pentecost 
10:00am Rev. Sarah Vetter, preaching 
 

Oct. 11  19th Sunday after Pentecost 
10:00am Rev. Todd Vetter, preaching 
 
Oct. 18  20th Sunday after Pentecost 
10:00am             Rev. Sarah Vetter, preaching 
 
Oct. 25  21st Sunday after Pentecost 
10:00am Rev. Todd Vetter, preaching 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us in the sanctuary (or on Facebook Live) for a half-hour 
worship experience on Wednesday evenings.  

Worship will be contemplative and meditative in nature, and 
consist of guided meditations, prayer experiences, and learning 

ways to ground, de-stress, and connect deeply with God.  
Who couldn’t use a deep breath these days!?  

In-person attendance will be limited to 25 people,  
so registration is required.  

You can register at: bookwhen.com/fccmadison  
or by calling Rev. Sarah (203) 245-2739 x12 

Videos of worship will be available on our website. 

 

Outdoor Sunday School! 
 
As long as we are worshiping outside, we will be inviting children and 
youth to join one of the ministers outside - set a bit apart on the lawn- 
for an opportunity to connect, share a Bible story and an activity or 
craft. Chairs will be set up 6 feet apart and we ask everyone to wear a 
mask.  
We will also be asking for an adult volunteer to help each Sunday. 
Please reach out to Rev. Sarah with any questions, or if you'd like to 
help. svetter@fccmadison.org  

Healing Prayer Ministry 

The Healing Prayer group continues to meet, both in person (safely distanced) and on zoom to pray 

and learn together. If you are curious or interested in joining us, please let Rev. Sarah know.  The group 

is always “on call” for anyone who might like to receive prayer over the phone, on zoom, or safely dis-

tanced in person.   Please reach out to  Rev. Sarah : svetter@fccmadison.org  

 

mailto:svetter@fccmadison.org
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Youth Group—Outside weather permitting! 
October 11th and 25th 
After worship (11:00-12:30) 
Church Lawn 
 
All in grades 6-12 are invited to come for socially-distanced games and activities. 
Friends are welcome! 
*wear a mask 
*In case of rain, Justin will send out a text to reschedule.    
You can reach our youth minister, Justin, at: justinwaynezeigler@gmail.com   

Wednesday Bible Study  

 Everyone is welcome to join us in the Chapel and via Zoom for our weekly conversation on a passage from 
Bible, about its history and how scripture and gospel speak to our world today. 

  We meet at 10:00 Wednesday mornings .  No experience in necessary. 
  If you join in person, please remember to wear a mask and keep safely distant from one another.  

The Chapel can accommodate 10-15 people, if we spread out.   
Zoom link:  

10:00am - https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81383760051  
Meeting ID: 813 8376 0051 

Over the past few weeks, we have had a limited turnout for the evening study. If there is still interest, we will convene the 
7:30pm 'on demand.'    Please contact Todd Vetter at tcvetter@gmail.com to confirm that you will attend the evening session 

and information and a Zoom link will be sent. 
   And if you would like to receive the weekly bible study email update, with some background notes and other resources, 

please feel free to contact Todd Vetter at tcvetter@gmail.com or by calling (203) 245-2739, ext 11. 

 Sunday Worship Services 
Moving Indoors 

 
   Although we have been enjoying being together on the Lawn, the weather is turning colder, and we 
are working on plans to safely worship in the Meeting House. 

  A group made up of members from the Board, the Deacons, and the Properties Committee has been 
considering logistics and possibilities.  We are looking toward in person worship limited to 50 people in 
November.   
  The number of people interested in attending indoor worship will inform how we plan to do so as safe-
ly as possible. 

Please let the church office know if you are interested in coming to worship indoors by calling 
203-245-2739 x10, or emailing mainoffice@fccmadison.org 

Thank you for your patience and prayers as we work together to figure out the optimal way forward.  

Online Offering! 

You can donate to the church through our website. Pledge  or make other contributions, such as the CCA 

giving, by charging to a credit card or direct debit to your bank account. Of course, you can also mail 

your offering (checks only please) to the church office if you prefer. 

Thank you, as always, for your support! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81383760051
mailto:tcvetter@gmail.com
mailto:tcvetter@gmail.com


 4 

    We are thrilled to welcome New Members! 

Steven, Sarah, Andrew, Gabriel, and Lydia Seehusen have lived in Madison for a little over one year. 

Prior to moving to Connecticut, they lived in the Minneapolis, MN area.  They enjoy to spend time to-

gether as a family, often watching their children’s sporting events, hiking, and boating.  Andrew loves 
tennis and baseball, Gabe is a baseball enthusiast, and Lydia enjoys soccer and gymnastics.  Steve is a 

manufacturing director for Honeywell and spends his free time coaching and training their kids in tennis 

and baseball. Sarah is a psychologist and works remotely for a consulting firm in Minneapolis.  When not 

juggling “work and Mom life duties” she has a passion for mindfulness meditation and yoga.  Church has 
been an important part of all their lives, and were saddened to leave their beloved church friends in Min-

nesota, but they have been welcomed with open arms and warm hearts at FCC.  They believe they have found a new home. 

Jim and Peggy Nordgren have lived in Madison for over two years. Jim grew up in Wethersfield, CT. He loves 

nature, biking, and golf.  He works as an environmental consultant.  Jim was raised in a Congregational 

Church.  Peggy grew up in Princeton, NJ, and also enjoys nature, as well as knitting and reading.  Her career 

has been in sales for European import companies.  She spent two years in the Peace Corps in Senegal.  She was 

raised in the Catholic Church. 

Stephan, Grace, Orion, and Sebastian Brueckner moved to Madison in 2011 from the Boston area.  Stephen 
provides safe retirement strategies.  He works with both Federal employees and individuals in his private 
practice.  Grace is a Market Asset Analyst with Aflac.  Together, with partners, they own BioShield365, 
helping companies and individuals mitigate the risk associated with covid 19 and other viral pathogens.  
Their family loves Rally Sunday, the handbell choir and Christmas time at the church. Their family 
(children: Orion, Sebastian, Beorn, and Bianca) love basketball, hiking, and cooking (but mostly eating).  

Jorge Marino, Cynthia Tanon-Santos, and Benji have lived in Madison for over one year. They have one son 
named Benji who loves cars, legos, playing, chocolate, and recently discovered mini-golf and really likes it. 
As a family they love to travel. Jorge loves baseball (NY Mets Fan – Cynthia Yankee Fan), spending time 
with family and finding ways to help his parents.  Cynthia loves design, decoration, gardening, reading, 
spending time with family, advocating for children’s health and creating programs to increase representation 
of underserved populations. 

David Ibanda Ngeta, Ndongo Kipeka Lozane, and Gracia have lived in Madison for eight months. They are Congolese 
and are seeking asylum.  They have one daughter named Gracia who is one year old. Gracia was born in Panama. In 
their free time, they are studying English, riding bicycles, and gardening. It is meaningful to them to listen to the word 
of God. 

Parke and Craig Johnson moved to Madison about two years ago from New Canaan, CT, where they 
attended the Congregational Church. Parke recently retired from the financial firm Brookfield Asset 
Management, while Craig continues to own and operate a retail consulting firm, Customer Growth Part-
ners. They are avid tennis players and cross-country skiers (snow permitting) and Parke loves to garden. 
Their daughter Caitlin and her husband Chad live in Oregon, and their son Chase lives in Maryland just 
outside DC. Both Parke and Craig have been active in local and state charitable organizations. 

Charles and Mary Olson Scudder were married in 2017 and live in Killingworth.  Mary is an assistant clini-
cal professor of psychiatry at Yale School of Medicine and directs a training institute for mental health pro-
fessionals there. She also has a private psychotherapy practice, and lectures and offers training internation-
ally, specializing in a humanistic approach to psychiatric problems called “Open Dialogue”.  She loves to 
read, work out, ride horses, do yoga, garden, and is learning tennis.  Her interests include politics, design, 
dance and writing.  Charles is an attorney and practiced most of his life in the New York and Philadelphia 
areas. He retains a few clients and now works from home.  He is the President of The Scudder Association 
Foundation, Inc., a charitable organization which financially supports hospitals and schools in southern In-

dia established by his ancestors in the 19th century, a director of The Andrew Morehouse Trust and the Merton College Chari-
table Corporation, as well as a consultant to Veterans, Inc.  Charles has three adult children: Whit (Madison, CT), Ansley 
(Nyack, NY) and Jocelyn (Park City, UT).  Mary also has a godchild, Samuel Olson. 
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Here’s where to get the latest scoop on what’s happening musically in the church!  For even 

more information, call Nathan at: (203) 245-2739, ext. 14. 

 

 

 

 

SING THE HYMN, “FOR ALL THE SAINTS” 

Would you like to sing the familiar hymn, “For All the Saints” for the 

November 1st worship service? I am going to be making another 

compilation video of individuals singing along to this hymn that will be 

shown during the November 1st Facebook Live service. There are two 

ways you will be able to take part: 

 OPTION 1: REMOTELY 

1. I will send you a .pdf of the sheet music and provide a YouTube link 

to a video of me accompanying it. 

2. Record a video of yourself singing along to the accompaniment using a phone, camcorder, or other device. 

3.  Send the video to me, and I’ll take care of the rest! 

 OPTION 2: IN PERSON 

1. Call me (203-245-2739, ext. 14) to set up a time to meet in the Chapel. 

2. Come to the Chapel and let me record you singing! (Bring your phone and headphones/earbuds with you.) 

All submissions must be received by Wednesday, October 28th to be included. I know there’s not 

a lot of time, so please let me know if you want to participate as soon as you can. I hope you will! 

 

MIDDAY MUSIC ORGAN RECITALS IN OCTOBER 

There are still two half-hour organ recitals left in “Midday Music” recital 

series which will be live-streamed on the church’s Facebook page and 

broadcast through the steeple speakers for listeners on the Green! It has 

been great to see so many people spread out on the church lawn or in 

their cars for the past two recitals. The music is getting spookier as 

Halloween approaches… The remaining dates are Fridays, October 

23rd and 30th, 12:15-12:45 pm. Join me online or on the Green! 

 

YOUTUBE VIDEO OF OUR HANDBELLS 

In a desperate attempt to make cleaning handbells look even remotely 

exciting, I created a short YouTube clip of what it takes to polish all 44 

handbells. (Don’t worry—the clip is only two and-a-half minutes long 

while the actual time it took was several hours!) I even have a little help 

putting them all back from a special guest.  

Here’s the link: https://youtu.be/lv3QRnC9MS4 

https://youtu.be/lv3QRnC9MS4
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Connection: A Ministry for  Motherhood 

 
Join us for candid conversations, advice, laughter and prayer as we strive to  

navigate our daily lives in a more meaningful way.  
 

Wednesdays at 7:45 pm in Hubley Hall 
 

Connection meets directly after the Mid-week Breath worship  
service that runs from 7-7:30.  

Our hope is that this time works a bit better with schedules and will allow more 
women to get involved with Connection. 

 
Contact Sarah Seehusen  sarah.stoever@gmail.com  or  
Laura Jarvis  laurajarvis@live.com with any questions. 

Virtual CROP Hunger Walk 

This year the CONNECTICUT SHORELINE CROP HUNGER WALK and some 700 other communities na-
tionwide are joining together in interfaith CROP Hunger Walks around the theme "Ending hunger one 
step at a time." Instead of everyone gathering together to walk on one Sunday in October, we are en-
couraging people to walk throughout the month of October in small groups in their neighborhoods. 
Walkers will be signing up online and walking in isolation to show their solidarity with the millions of 
neighbors around the world who must walk to live -- as well as with the millions served by local food 

pantries, food banks and meal sites here in the U.S.   

Sign up at www.crophungerwalk.org/ctshoreline  

mailto:sarah.stoever@gmail.com
http://www.crophungerwalk.org/ctshoreline
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The Memorial Garden’s  

Thirty Year Anniversary 

 
Thirty years ago, on October 27, 1990, phase 
one of the Memorial Garden accepted its first 

interment of ashes. Since that time, signage, plantings, walkway, benches 
and a podium have been added, and 223 interments have occurred.  Locat-
ed in the northeast segment of church property and bordered on one side 
by a well-made rock wall, it is a place to remember loved ones; to reflect, to 
pray, to cry, to talk with God. My first visit to the garden was five years ago, 
and I regret I did not discover this peaceful place sooner. 
Investigation of the possibility of establishing a memorial garden on church 
property was initiated by the Diaconate in the mid-eighties, for many rea-
sons, among them- the unavailability of cemetery space, the high cost of 
burial of non-cremated deceased, and the desire for one’s ashes to be in-
terred close by the church which was an important part of the person’s life. 
Questions about government regulations, existing gardens, on-site location, 
funding and local funeral needs had to be answered, and finally, a ‘straw 
ballot’ was elicited from the congregation and an overwhelming majority 
were in favor of the concept…the rest is history.  
As we commemorate this thirtieth year of our Memorial Garden, special 
recognition is given to its founding members, for their vision and dedica-
tion: Trevor Davis, Dudley Barrett, Judy Hawke, Louise and Dan MacIntyre, 
Emma and Frank Nuendel, and Barbara and Max Wiecks.  
Information in this article was taken from meeting minutes, committee 
correspondence, and Memorial Garden records written during those years, 
and submitted here by R. Holmberg on behalf of the Memorial Garden 
Committee. Contact the Church Office at 203-245-2739, x10 if you are inter-
ested in learning more about our mission and for information about availa-
ble plot locations and costs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Do you knit?  or want to learn? Join with others to pray, 

chat and knit together on zoom. 
Please let Sarah know if you'd like to join in:  

svetter@fccmadison.org  

 

Pastoral Care 
 

Please do not hesitate to 
reach out to Todd, Sarah or 
Justin if you need support, 

prayer, a listening ear, to be 
connected to resources, etc. 

 
We are here for you! 

 
 

Todd (203)589-7949 tcvetter@gmail.com  
Sarah (203)887-2463 svetter@fccmadison.org 

Justin justinwaynezeigler@gmail.com 

Outreach Committee Update  

Support of Christian Community Action  
CCA (Christian Community Action) is a New Haven based ecumenical social service organiza-

tion (https://www.ccahelping.org/). CCA provides essential services at both a food pantry 

and their Hillside family shelter. Today, CCA’s mission is evolving from meeting emergency 

needs to creating a continuum of care for the people they serve, which will guide them to-

ward greater stability and self-sufficiency.  

Because of the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020, CCA has seen an unprecedented amount of families requesting help with basic need.  

FCC Madison has a long history of providing support to CCA as it carries out its important mission of helping our neighbors in need. 

In April 2020, the Outreach Committee requested the congregation’s help in committing donations to support CCA’s programs in 

its time of critical need.  The Outreach Committee also agreed to provide an additional $1,000 of funding to CCA as part of this 

special mission. The congregation responded generously, donating $2,938 in pledges, which were given a $1,006 match by an 

anonymous donor within our church. Together with the additional donation from the Outreach Committee, FCC Madison donated 

a total of $4,944 to CCA in July 2020.  This donation was presented to CCA Director Rev. Bonita Grubbs in July by FCC deacon 

Charles Reese who has had a long association with CCA, serving on its Board and delivering the congregation’s food donations each 

week to CCA for their food pantry.    

Looking to the future, the Outreach Committee will be providing a further donation to CCA in November 2020.  CCA has again been 

designated by the Outreach Committee as one of the church’s four foundational missions, each of which receives a $5,000 dona-

tion sourced from the Anne Sherman Trust. Our church’s donation to CCA will be made in November in coordination with the Rota-

ry Club of Madison and its participation in the Liberty Bank Foundation Thanksgiving fundraising event. During this fundraising 

event, Liberty Mutual matches each dollar raised by local nonprofits by 25%. As a result, FCC Madison’s $5,000 donation to CCA 

will be increased to $ 6,250, by virtue of the matching funds provided by the Liberty Mutual Foundation. 

mailto:svetter@fccmadison.org
mailto:tcvetter@gmail.com
mailto:svetter@fccmadison.org
mailto:justinwaynezeigler@gmail.com
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This newsletter is  available 

on our website and via 
email.  If you would prefer 

an  electronic version 

to a paper copy, please let 
the office know.  

Mainoffice 
@fccmadison.org 

Sunday Worship  

10:00 a.m. 

Join our livestream wor-
ship on Facebook.com/

fccmadison 
Or watch it later in the day 
from our website fccmadi-

son.org  
 

Our Worship Service is  
broadcast on 

Madison Access TV 
Channel 18, Sunday at 
12:00pm and 10:00pm, 

check their listings.  
 

The First Congregational 
Church of  Madison  

 

26 Meetinghouse Lane, Madison,  CT  06443 
Overlooking the Green 

 

The Meetinghouse News 
October 2020 

 

The Rev. Todd C. Vetter 
Senior Minister 

 
The Rev. Sarah E. Vetter 
Minister of  Community Life 

 
 

Phone:     203-245-2739 
Fax:         203-245-3341 
E-mail:    mainoffice@fccmadison.org 
Website:  www.fccmadison.org 
Facebook: fccmadison 

Church Office Hours:  
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Monday - Friday 
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