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The Meetinghouse News 
The First Congregational Church of Madison 

May & June 2020 

What is God doing through this time? 

We find ourselves in liminal space. As Sheryl Fullerton writes, “we are not 

where or what we were before, nor do we know how or where we will land in 

our new reality.”  We have seen the disintegration of the routines, comforts and 

touchstones that structured our lives and a new normal has not yet taken shape.  

Liminal spaces (from the Latin, limen, meaning threshold) are spaces of transi-

tion, in-between what was and what will be.  They can be disorienting and anxi-

ety-producing, and yet they are also full of  possibility for deep and meaningful 

transformation.  God does some of God’s best work in liminal spaces: healing, 

redeeming, reshaping life and new ways of living among us.   

As we shelter in place, there is opportunity for us as a society to think inten-

tionally about values, habits and practices we have taken for granted, and per-

haps just gone along with as life rushed along.  For many of us, the pace of life 

has slowed down considerably and we are able to see what we have been miss-

ing.   For others, the face of grief and loss confronts us with hard truths.  Like 

it or not, there is opportunity for us to reflect and go deeper, pay attention and make discoveries about what is really true 

about life and how we are meant to live it.  There is also opportunity to be a part of realigning our living going forward. 

As we bear the disintegration of our structures and routines, we can ask: how do we want to reintegrate them and intention-

ally shape our lives and the world going forward?  This may be the great spiritual question we face in this crisis: how will we 

embrace the possibilities in this global liminal space?  

As a church, we ask, “How, God, can we be a part of your healing, transformative work? How can we lend our efforts to 

the new life you bring out of this and every situation?” 

So, we are asking YOU, dear church, to reflect on two questions: 

1. What are you letting go of from life before COVID-19?  It may be something you have had to let go of, and you are 

grieving the loss of (i.e., your job, your soccer season, or a loved one you have lost).  Or it may be something you are 

discovering you no longer want to hold onto (i.e., a hectic schedule, a stressful responsibility or activity that depletes 

you). 

2. What do you want to bring into life after COVID-19?  What reorientation of values, or practice that feeds you in im-

portant ways, or new way of being do you want to be a part of the “new normal” of life after COVID-19?  

Reflect on these two questions and then send us a short video of you sharing your thoughts so that we can hear what each 

other is thinking, encourage each other, and be inspired by what God is stirring up in us and calling forth from us through 

this time.  

You can send your video to svetter@fccmadison.org using wetransfer.com.  It’s free and easy to use.  Of course, if you pre-
fer to write out your thoughts and send them via email, you can do that as well. Or if you’d be more comfortable sharing in 
an interview style, we can set that up too.  We look forward to hearing from you! 
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Worship Calendar for May & June  
 

We invite you join us Sunday mornings at 10:00am 

for our live worship service, streaming on 

Facebook. You do NOT have to be a Facebook 

member to join us. Simply click on this link and you 

will be directed to our page (www.facebook.com/

fccmadison)  You may also watch the service on 

Madison Public Access as usual, and a recording of 

the service will be available on our website Sunday 

afternoon. 

 

May 3                                                       10:00am 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Rev. Sarah Vetter,  preaching 

 

May 10              10:00 am 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Geronimo Desumala, preaching 
 

May 17                                                         10:00 am 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Rev. Todd Vetter preaching 
 

May 24                             10:00am 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Rev. Sarah  Vetter, preaching 
 

May 31                             10:00am 
Pentecost Sunday 
Rev. Todd Vetter, preaching 
 

June 7               10:00am 
Trinity Sunday 
Rev. Todd Vetter, preaching  
 
June 14             10:00 am 
Second Sunday after Pentecost 
Rev.  Sarah Vetter 
 
June 21             10:00 am 
Third Sunday after Pentecost 
Rev. Todd Vetter 
 
June 28             10:00 am 
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
Rev.  Sarah Vetter    

Join our Facebook group: 
"Getting Through This  

Together" for  
connection, support, resources 
and prayer during the corona-
virus pandemic  

Weekly Ways to Connect 
 

Sundays —   10 am Worship on Facebook Live  

  www.facebook.com/fccmadison 

  10:45 am (or right after worship) Zoom Coffee Hour 

  Pour a cup of coffee and join us to check in and say hello!  The link 

  is posted in Tuesday Newsday and on the Facebook page. 

  5 pm Youth Group Chat or Confirmation Class on 

  Zoom. Grades 6-12. 

  Email Justinwaynezeigler@gmail.com for the link. 
   

Tuesdays— 8:30-9:30 am Men’s Group on Zoom 

  All men are welcome. Discussion this month is centered on the 

  book of Acts.   Email colin@reevefamilyct.com for the link. 
 

Wednesdays— 10 am Connection: A Ministry for Motherhood on 

  Zoom.  Join in for candid conversations, advice, laughter and  

  prayers as we strive to navigate our  daily lives in a more meaning

  ful way. Contact laurajarvis@live.com for the link. 

  10 am & 7 pm Bible Study on Zoom 

  Everyone is welcome, no experience with the Bible is necessary.   

  Email tcvetter@gmail.com for the link. 

  5 pm Youth “Houseparty” on the Houseparty app 

  Email justinwaynezeigler@gmail.com to get connected. 
 

Fridays— 5:30 pm Holy Happy Hour on Zoom.  Grab a drink  

  (any you choose) and join us!   

  Email svetter@fccmadison.org for the link. 

Appeal for Christian  
Community Action 

 

CCA is a New Haven based ecumenical social 
service organization. Under the direction of 
Rev. Bonita Grubbs, CCA provides essential 

services at both a food pantry and their Hillside 
family shelter. It one of our foundational mis-
sion ministries supported by the outreach ef-

forts at the first congregational church of Madi-
son. 

 

Because of the Coronavirus pandemic CCA has seen an unprecedented 
amount of families requesting help with basic needs. CCA’s March data 

shows 100 more families used the food pantry compared to March 
2019. With many furloughs and layoffs not occurring until this April, ex-

pectations are that this number will continue to rise sharply.  
 

Outreach has committed $1,000 in support and an anonymous donor will 
match additional collections from the congregation (up to $1000). Please 
consider how you too can help our neighbors in need. If you wish to do-

nate to CCA directly now, see http://ccahelping.org/how-can-I-
help .  Please email finance@fccmadison.org to indicate your on-line gift 

in order to capitalize on the matching contribution. Thank you! 

http://ccahelping.org/how-can-I-help
http://ccahelping.org/how-can-I-help
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Pastoral Care 
Please do not hesitate to reach out to 
Todd, Sarah or Justin if you need sup-
port, prayer, a listening ear, to be con-

nected to resources, etc. 
We are here for you! 

Todd (203)589-7949 tcvetter@gmail.com  
Sarah (203)887-2463 svetter@fccmadison.org 

Justin justinwaynezeigler@gmail.com  

New Online Stewardship & Donation System 

A new donation system is available on the FCC Madison Website for contribu-

tions to FCC Madison that can be gathered in a Mission Moment collection and 

forwarded to an outside charitable organization such as CCA in New Haven. 

To do this, go to the FCC Madison, CT website to the “Donate Now” but-

ton.  There are three contribution lines: Pledge Giving, Contributions-General, 

and Memorial Gifts Giving.  Use the Contributions-General line for CCA.  Put “For CCA” or “CCA Mission Mo-

ment” in the rectangular box to the right of your contribution amount.  The Finance Office will consolidate the 

donations to be forwarded to CCA. 

If this is a onetime donation, continue on to enter your donor name, address and credit card information.  If you 

want to set up recurring donations or track your donation history, then Log In with an active email address and a 

new password and Create Your Online Profile prior to entering your credit card information.    

Church Office 

While the Church House is now closed, our Office Ad-

ministrator, Debbie Scillia, will be working from home, 

checking voicemail and emails. Terri Ann King, our Fi-

nancial Administrator, will also be working from home. 

Todd and/or Sarah can be reached via cell phone.  

Todd (203)589-7949 & Sarah (203)887-2463.  

The Music Corner 
Contact Nathan for more info: 203-245-2739, ext. 14; or nbayreuther@fccmadison.org. 

FRIDAY ORGAN RECITALS IN MAY , 12:15-12:45 pm 

Having received positive feedback from broadcasting the Good Friday organ 

recital through the church steeple speakers and on Facebook, I will be playing 

half-hour organ recitals on Fridays, May 8th, 15th, 22nd, and 29th, 

from 12:15-12:45 pm! Listeners are encouraged to come to the Green 

(maintaining a safe distance from each other, of course) or join me live on the 

church’s Facebook page and enjoy a variety of music, including variations on 

favorite hymns, masterworks and more. 

MUSIC ON OUR FACEBOOK AND YOUTUBE PAGES 

I am working to occasionally post videos of music selections to our Facebook page 

and YouTube channel. There are a number of videos already published on 

YouTube from past church services (thank you, Adam Hubley!), and I will be 

adding to those in the weeks ahead. I certainly look forward to when we can all get 

back together to worship and play/sing music to the glory of God. 

Meals for Church Members 

Help is needed providing full meals or "bits and pieces" 

of meals to people in the congregation who could use 

some extra care and support. Please email or call 

Vanessa Ballantine if you can help.    

 vmballantine@gmail.com Cell 203-530-9595  

Williams-Morgan Scholarship 
Are you a Senior in High School? Do you have a Senior 

in your home? Applications are now being accepted for 

the Williams-Morgan Scholarship. If you need/want 

more information on how to apply, please let Justin 

know at justinwaynezeigler@gmail.com 

mailto:tcvetter@gmail.com
mailto:svetter@fccmadison.org
mailto:justinwaynezeigler@gmail.com
mailto:vmballantine@gmail.com
mailto:justinwaynezeigler@gmail.com
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This newsletter is  available 

on our website and via 
email.  If you would prefer 

an  electronic version 

to a paper copy, please let 
the office know.  

mainoffice@fccmadison.org 

Sunday Worship  

10:00 a.m. 

Join our livestream 

worship on Face-

book.com/fccmadison 

Or watch it later in the 

day from our website 

fccmadison.org  
 

Our Worship Service is  

broadcast on 

Madison Access TV 

Channel 18, Sunday at 

12:00pm and 10:00pm, 

check their listings.  
 

Sunday School 

The Sunday School 

message and lesson are 

posted to our Facebook 

page and sent out via 

email each Sunday. 

The First Congregational 
Church of Madison  

 

26 Meetinghouse Lane, Madison,  CT  06443 
Overlooking the Green 
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The Rev. Sarah E. Vetter 
Minister of Community Life 

 
 

Phone:     203-245-2739 
Fax:         203-245-3341 
E-mail:    mainoffice@fccmadison.org 
Website:  www.fccmadison.org 
Facebook: fccmadison 

Church Office Hours:  
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Monday - Friday 
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