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The Meetinghouse News 
The First Congregational Church of Madison 

November 2021 

   
 

Stewardship 2021-2022: Soaring with the Spirit 

 By now, most of you will have received our annual letter announcing the opening of our fall Stewardship sea-
son. And you may have also been with us in Sunday worship to see that this year’s drive is a little different than 
what we have done in the past. I want to extend my gratitude to the Stewardship Team for their leadership, 
creativity and venturesome spirit in putting together such a wonderful new approach to our annual campaign. 

 It seems a fitting time to try something new, of course. By any definition, it has been a profoundly challenging 
time for all of us. In our church, our country, our whole world. COVID has left no one untouched by its effect. 
Even so, it has been a great privilege to be in ministry with all of you throughout the past two years, to witness 
the collective generosity of our church, our willingness to be patient throughout the pandemic, to reach out 
and open our doors to our wider community, to be committed to keeping one another safe, and imaginative in 
the ways we have worked to stay connected.  

 In one sense, First Congregational Church is an institution, and we need financial support from our members to 
sustain our life together, our witness and outreach, our care for each other and for the world beyond us, to be a 
space for people to gather, and a beacon of light in the middle of an often dark time. And we cannot say often 
enough how grateful we are to those of you who have been so generous with your resources in the past, for 
the legacy of giving that has made us a center of community life and activity in Madison for nearly 320 years. 

 That being said, Stewardship is far more than simply filling out a pledge card, or making a financial gift. It is also 
an offering of time and energy, the boundless gifts of imagination, passion and wisdom that allow for new ideas 
to flourish. Stewardship is providing food for people recovering from surgery, creating a healing space for those 
grieving lost loved ones, welcoming a new family into our life together, or any of hundreds of other ways we 
are committed to being ‘church’ together, to building this often weird, sometimes challenging, wondrous and 
miraculous community of Good News. 

 So as our Stewardship season progresses, I offer you my thanks for your openness to receiving this new way of 
celebrating the ways we offer ourselves to the life of our church, and for all the ways you have made us what 
we have been and for your generosity in the year to come. 

 Grace and Peace to you all. Todd 

Sabbatical News—2022 

 Alison Hubley, our church Moderator, has shared some news on my scheduled sabbatical leave for 2022, 
but I wanted to add at least a note of thanks. I am grateful to everyone who contributed to the gift on my 
5th anniversary this summer. I was very surprised and deeply moved by your generosity. 

As she writes, my sabbatical plans have changed some, in light of the rejection of my grant application by 
the Lilly Foundation, I will be away from FCC Madison for six weeks, starting May 1, 2022. During that peri-
od, I will be visiting various ‘wilderness’ areas through the country. I have always found the image and idea 
of wilderness to be deeply captivating; and I am looking forward to exploring places I’ve known before and 
new landscapes as well. So to that end, I recently used some of the anniversary gift to purchase a new cam-
era and some camping equipment for the journey. And again, I cannot begin to say often enough how grate-
ful I am for your generosity, and for making this time away available to me. 

 If you have any specific questions about my sabbatical, or any thoughts you’d like to share, please feel free 
to contact me directly at tcvetter@gmail.com or at (203)589-7949. And finally, several years I began to 
write a little on the subject of wilderness. Here is a link to the blog that holds some of my thoughts: https://
wildernessandexile.wordpress.com/ 
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Worship Calendar  

Worship In Person 
Join us in the sanctuary for worship.  Masks are 
required and windows are open, so please dress 
comfortably. 
 

Worship Virtually 
Worship will be livestreamed on Facebook 
(www.facebook.com/fccmadison) 

Worship on TV or our Website 

You may also watch the service on Madison Public 

Access, and a recording of the service will be available 

on our website Sunday afternoon. (fccmadison.org)  

 

November 7      Love Makes Us Grow 
10:00 am     Rev. Todd Vetter, preaching  
 

November 14     Learning to Fly: Trusting the    
      Spirit  
10:00 am     Jordan Sylar, preaching 
 

November 21     Soaring with the Spirit 
10:00 am     Rev. Todd Vetter, preaching 
                                 Stewardship Pledges Dedicated 

   
November 28     First Sunday of Advent 
10:00 am     Rev. Todd Vetter, preaching 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School 
 

Over the past 6 weeks the Sunday School has been taking a 
deep dive into the stories of Cory and the 7th Story.  The very 
human stories of being a boss of others, getting revenge on 
those who have bossed you around, running away afraid, turn-
ing on those who look different from you, giving up in help-
lessness and taking pride in having more than others have 
been our objects of study.  We had some very interesting dis-
cussions about these stories and the kids were impressive 
with how they related these stories to what they see in their 
everyday lives or noticed through their school studies.  Fol-
lowing our discussions we had some fun ways of experiencing 
the story... games, puzzles, art projects, competitions and 
watching movie clips.  We will culminate this lesson with the 
7th Story in a few weeks.  In the meantime, we will be follow-
ing the themes of Soaring with the Spirit along with the adults 
in their worship.   

Sunday School will continue to meet at the outside doors of 
the Chapel Building (where we have been holding outdoor 
Sunday School).  If possible, we will stay outdoors for our time 
together.  If the weather does not permit this, we will move 
inside into the STMR room (a downstairs room under the 
Chapel).  Please drop off your youngsters on your way to the 
Meeting House and pick them up when the service is over. 

 

Youth Group! 
Grades 6-12 

November 7  - 10-11 a.m. - High School Hang Out in the Parlor 

5:30-7 Youth Group Games and Conversation (grades 6-12) 

November 14 - 5:30-7 p.m. Confirmation! 

November 21 - 10-11 a.m. - High School Hang Out in the Parlor 

1-4 p.m. Youth Group (grades 6-12) Laser Tag! 

Worship Plans 

Now that the weather is turning colder, worship 
will be back in the sanctuary.  

Masks are required and the windows will be 
open, so please dress warmly. The good news is 
that the choir will be able to sing (masked and 

from the balcony). However, congregational 
singing inside is still not recommended at this 

point. 

Sunday School will continue to meet outdoors 
as long as it is not too cold or raining. In an effort 

to provide as safe an environment as possible 
for children, they will go directly to Sunday 

School at 10 am. They can meet their teachers in 
front of the church house  

(beneath the "Be the Church" banner).  

Presence over Presents 
 

Monday, November 15 at 7:00 pm 
Join us for a program preparing us to be present 
and grounded in what is important as we head 

into the Holiday Season 
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Peace. Joy. Hope. Love. 

 

Poinsettia Dedication Form   (Please print clearly all information)   

It is a tradition at FCC to decorate the Meetinghouse with Poinsettias for Christmas.  You may pur-

chase one (or more) using this form. Be sure to indicate whether you wish to take the plant home 

with you, after the 10:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service.  

 

Name:________________________                               Phone:_________________ 

  

Please print (clearly) my dedication as follows: 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Please check if applicable: 

___ I wish to pick up my plant after the 10:00 p.m. December 24th Worship service  

 

Please make your check of $12.50 (for each plant) payable to: 

The First Congregational Church marking it “Poinsettia.”  

You can drop this form with your check in the offering plate, bring it  

by the office , or mail it. 

Forms and payment must be in the church office by December 3rd 

UPDATE FROM THE BOARD: 

At our October 5, 2021 meeting, the Board reiterated that 
committee chairs need to be notified when items are charged 
to their accounts. 

Rev. Todd Vetter clarified the conditions of his Sabbatical 
leave. After five years of continuous service, Todd  is eligible 
for three months of Sabbatical leave with full compensation. 
Todd  has postponed his Sabbatical so he could apply for a 
grant. The application for the grant for 2022 was denied by 
the Lilly Endowment. He will apply again in 2023. Included in 
the grant will be funds to cover pastoral compensation 
among other requests. Todd would like to take one month of 
his sabbatical leave and then directly afterwards, take two 
weeks of vacation for a total of 6 weeks in the spring of 2022. 
In advance of the leave, Todd  would submit a budget to the 
church for approval. For the six week period in 2022, Rev. 
Sarah Vetter would provide coverage.  Todd would then take 
the remaining six weeks in 2023. The Board approved a mo-
tion to divide Todd's sabbatical leave to one month in 2022 
and one month in 2023 with two weeks vacation time imme-
diately following the month of sabbatical.  

Rev. Todd Vetter shared that approximately twenty people 
have expressed interest in the Mission trip. They will need to 
be registered, and then fundraising for the trip will begin. 
Leah Booth will help with the administration and organiza-
tion of the trip. 

Rev. Sarah Vetter shared that the author talk with Brian 
McLaren was very successful. The Stewardship lunch with 
Judith Cooke likewise went well. The campaign will start Oc-
tober 31st and end November 21st 2021.  

Rev. Sarah Vetter reported that there has been much positive 
feedback from prospective new members of the church. 10 
people signed up to attend the New Members Lunch. The cer-
emony to welcome them to the church as official members 
will be on October 25th. 

The purpose of the larger leadership meetings between the 
Board and the church committees will be to reflect on the 
progress the committees have made on enacting the Strategic 
Action Plan of 2021-2022. The next meeting will be on No-
vember 2, 2021. Rev. Todd Vetter will be meeting with Out-
reach to discuss dividing the committee into two separate 
groups.  
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We are thrilled to welcome New Members! 

Michael Fitzsousa is a Washington DC native and resident of Connecticut since 1982, when he 

left college and began working in New Milford as a reporter, writer and photographer for a small 

newspaper. He met his wife, Beverly, there and raised their three children in New Britain and 

West Hartford before moving to Madison in 2018. Michael enjoys almost anything having to do 

with water (swimming, kayaking, sailing, a hot bath), cycling, gardening and landscaping (though 

he tends to let things go a bit, so success has been mixed), reading, photography and video-

making, playing guitar, going to concerts, plays, museums, and Yard Goats games, travel, lan-

guages, building things and figuring out how things work. He volunteers with the outreach com-

mittee and trail maintenance for Madison Land Conservation Trust, as a pro bono writer, photographer, and vid-

eo maker for several nonprofit projects, a fundraising advisor to Haven Free Clinic at Yale, and a contributor to 

IRIS. Currently, Michael works as a fundraiser for medical education at Yale.  

 

Kelsey Vlieks and her family have lived in Madison for 3 years.  Kelsey works at Yale New Ha-

ven Hospital at the Stroke Center.  She enjoys exercising, reading and watching her twin 

daughters, Annecy and Elizabeth, blossom into teenagers.  She has not been involved in a 

church for many years but believes in a higher power.   

 

Sandra Ferguson Farrell has lived in Connecticut her whole life and been a 
member of congregational churches throughout. Her interests include art, painting, drawing, digi-
tal art, and cooking. She loves animals of all kinds and has owned horses. Sandra has two adult 
children and is now retired and looking forward to becoming part of a new church family. Another 
fun fact about Sandra is that she is FCC Member Ann Archer’s sister.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FCC BONFIRE! 

  
Saturday, November 13th at 6:00 p.m. 

At Pamela and Ray Brown’s home 
311 Green Hill Road, Madison 

  

Fellowship will provide hamburgers, hot dogs,  
dessert, and water 

 Bring a side dish, salad, or appetizer to share!  
  

BYOB! Bring guitars & ukuleles! 
  

All ages of adults and children are welcome! 
  

Bring a lawn chair & a flashlight! 
 

Sign up on the Fellowship bulletin board in  

Hubley Hall or email adamhubley@aol.com 

mailto:adamhubley@aol.com
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Here’s where to get the latest scoop on what’s happening musically in the church!   

For even more information, call Nathan at: (203) 245-2739, ext. 14. 

 

 

 

UPDATE REGARDING CHOIRS 

As much as I had planned and hoped to have all of our choirs up 

and running by now, I have had to dial back my expectations a 

bit as this Delta variant continues to make its presence known. 

The revised goal for the Chancel Choir is to start rehearsing at 

the end of October or beginning of November once we get 

a better handle on how safe it is to gather as a small group. The 

same thing goes for our intergenerational Spirit Choir. 

We’re trying something new with the Adult Choir, however. Trying to assemble a large group of 

socially-distanced singers on the stone steps of the church and amplify them with microphones is 

nearly impossible while combatting ambient noise from wind, birds, leaves, motorcycles, cars, 

trucks, planes, and more. So, as long as we are worshipping outside, small ensembles of 

duets, trios, and quartets will be leading us in song for the hymns, and they will each have 

their own microphone. We tried this for the first time on September 19th, and it worked very well; 

folks outside could hear them just fine, and we had a great audio signal for our internet presence. 

In the meantime, the larger Adult Choir will be working every Thursday evening on 

advanced anthems that will be recorded and later posted on our website, Facebook page and 

YouTube account. This gives them solid goals to shoot for, and whenever we do move back inside, 

they’ll be ready to present these wonderful anthems in person. 

Finally, the Handbell Choir will be meeting as planned on Thursdays from 6:00-6:45 pm. 

This rotation’s first rehearsal is this coming Thursday, so we’ll see how everything goes with 

everybody spread out and some brand new music to learn.  

If you are interested in participating in any of these choirs, or if there is another way you’d like to 

contribute musically to the life of the church, please be sure to get in touch with me—I would love to 

work with you! 

 

NEXT HANDBELL CHOIR ROTATION 

Here’s the schedule for the next Handbell rotation: 

• Thursday, October 28th, 6:00-7:00 pm: rehearsal 

• Thursday, November 4th, 6:00-7:00 pm: rehearsal 

• Thursday, November 11th, 6:00-7:00 pm: rehearsal 

• Thursday, November 18th, 6:00-7:00 pm: rehearsal 

• Sunday, November 21st, 10:00 am: play for church 

As a reminder, you must be able to make at least three out of the four rehearsals, and you must be 

over 12 years of age. Don’t be afraid to try it—we have a blast, and there is absolutely no experience 

necessary! Just let Nathan know so he can prepare music for you! 
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Video cameras will be set up by the 

organ console. Listeners may watch 

Nathan’s hands and feet in action on  

projection screens at the front of the 

sanctuary and outside as he performs! 

 

$10 donation gratefully accepted. 
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Join us in a season of celebration and gratitude for all that our church means to us! 

October 31, November 7, 14 & 21 

We are grateful for all the ways you make church possible and hope you will join us as we recommit  

ourselves to a generous investment of our time, talents and treasures in 2022.  
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This newsletter is  available 
on our website and via 

email.  If you would prefer 
an  electronic version 

to a paper copy, please let 
the office know.  

Mainoffice 
@fccmadison.org 

Sunday Worship  

10:00 a.m. 

Join our livestream wor-
ship on Facebook.com/

fccmadison 
Or watch it later in the day 

from our website:  
fccmadison.org  

 

Our Worship Service is  
broadcast on 

Madison Access TV 
Channel 18, Sunday at 
12:00pm and 10:00pm, 

check their listings.  

The First Congregational 
Church of  Madison  

 

26 Meetinghouse Lane, Madison,  CT  06443 
Overlooking the Green 

 

The Meetinghouse News 
November 2021 

 

The Rev. Todd C. Vetter 
Senior Minister 

 
The Rev. Sarah E. Vetter 
Minister of  Community Life 

 
 

Phone:     203-245-2739 
Fax:         203-245-3341 
E-mail:    mainoffice@fccmadison.org 
Website:  www.fccmadison.org 
Facebook: fccmadison 

Church Office Hours:  
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Monday - Friday 
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