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ROTATE NEXT TWO 

 
Do you approve or disapprove of the job Charlie Baker is doing as governor of Massachusetts? PROBE: Would 
you say you strongly approve/disapprove or just somewhat? 
 

Strongly approve 30% 
Somewhat approve 42% 
Somewhat disapprove 13% 
Strongly disapprove 9% 
Unsure 6% 

 
Do you approve or disapprove of the job the Massachusetts State Legislature is doing? PROBE: Would you say 
you strongly approve/disapprove or just somewhat? 
 

Strongly approve 16% 
Somewhat approve 49% 
Somewhat disapprove 15% 
Strongly disapprove 9% 
Unsure 11% 

 
How much would you support or oppose Massachusetts state government doing each of the following to 
support the state budget coming out of the COVID-19 pandemic?  

ROTATE ORDER 
Strongly 
support 

Somewhat 
support 

Somewhat 
oppose 

Strongly 
oppose Unsure 

Raising the state income tax 7% 15% 24% 47% 6% 
Raising the state sales tax 6% 15% 27% 45% 7% 
Raising the gas tax 8% 20% 23% 43% 6% 
Raising the tax on corporate 
profits 

37% 31% 13% 13% 7% 

Cutting state business tax 
credits and incentives 

16% 30% 21% 19% 15% 

Increasing the tuition and 
fees students pay at state 
colleges and universities 

7% 11% 22% 54% 5% 

 

Would you support or oppose giving cities and regions of the state more power to raise their own taxes than 
they have now? 

Strongly support 8% 
Somewhat support 22% 
Somewhat oppose 25% 
Strongly oppose 28% 
Unsure 17% 

 



The MassINC Polling Group   2 
 
 

SPLIT NEXT 2 

SPLIT ½ In 2022, there may be a ballot question that would create an additional 4% tax on income over $1 
million a year. The minimum amount to trigger the tax would go up with inflation every year. Based on this 
description, would you support or oppose this additional 4% tax on income over $1 million a year? 

Strongly support 44% 
Somewhat support 25% 
Somewhat oppose 11% 
Strongly oppose 11% 
Unsure 8% 

 

SPLIT ½ In 2022, there may be a ballot question that would create an additional 4% tax on income over $1 
million a year. The minimum amount to trigger the tax would go up with inflation every year. The funds 
collected by the tax would be dedicated to public K-12 and higher education and transportation, including 
roads, bridges, and public transportation. Based on this description, would you support or oppose this 
additional 4% tax on income over $1 million a year?  

Strongly support 43% 
Somewhat support 29% 
Somewhat oppose 10% 
Strongly oppose 10% 
Unsure 7% 

 

Would you support or oppose increasing the state tax on investment income like dividends, capital gains, and 
interest? Retirement income like pensions, 401(k) plan, and IRAs would remain untaxed. 

Strongly support 15% 
Somewhat support 24% 
Somewhat oppose 20% 
Strongly oppose 29% 
Unsure 12% 

 

To the best of your knowledge, are state and local taxes in Massachusetts…  ROTATE ORDER 

Higher than in most other states 55% 
About average compared to other states 26% 
Lower than in most other states 6% 
Unsure 14% 

 

If you had to guess, does your community pay more or less in state taxes than it gets back in state funding and 
services?  

More than it get back 45% 
Less than it get back 16% 
Unsure 39% 
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Do you think each of the following groups pays too little in state taxes, too much in state taxes, or about the 
right amount in state taxes? 

 Too little About right Too much Unsure 
Large businesses (500+ employees) 56% 21% 9% 14% 
Small businesses (fewer than 500 
employees) 

9% 35% 38% 18% 

Upper-income residents 60% 18% 11% 11% 
Middle-income residents 6% 32% 51% 11% 
Low-income residents 11% 25% 51% 12% 

 

How important do you think each of the following should be for lawmakers as they consider what sorts of 
taxes should support spending in the state budget? 

 Very 
important 

Somewhat 
important 

Not very 
important 

Not at all 
important Unsure 

Making sure all taxpayers, 
including corporations, are 
paying a fair amount of taxes 

65% 22% 4% 2% 6% 

Keeping taxes and fees on 
lower income residents as low 
as possible  

57% 28% 6% 3% 6% 

Making the best use of existing 
funds before raising new taxes 

64% 22% 4% 1% 8% 

Encouraging businesses to 
bring investment and jobs to 
Massachusetts  

60% 28% 4% 1% 6% 

Putting a price on carbon to 
encourage a shift to cleaner 
energy sources  

34% 35% 12% 9% 10% 

Making sure cities and towns 
benefit from new taxes 

55% 31% 4% 2% 8% 

Using taxes to discourage 
unhealthy behaviors like 
smoking, drinking, or 
unhealthy eating 

25% 31% 17% 16% 11% 

 

How would you describe your family’s economic situation today compared to the start of the COVID-19 
shutdowns in Massachusetts in March, 2020?   
 

Much better today 4% 
A little better today 11% 
About the same today 41% 
A little worse today 24% 
Much worse today 16% 
Unsure 4% 

 
  



The MassINC Polling Group   4 
 
 

Have you or a member of your immediate family experienced any of the following since the start of the 
pandemic? Please select all that apply. READ LIST 
 

Lost wages / hours at work 33% 
Applied for unemployment or other public 
benefits 

28% 

Spent down a significant amount of your 
savings or retirement fund 

26% 

Lost a job 23% 
Gotten food from a food bank, food pantry, or 
survival center 

19% 

Been furloughed from a job 14% 
Been unable to pay your rent or mortgage 14% 
Lost health insurance benefits provided by an 
employer 

6% 

Prefer not to say 28% 
Total does not add up to 100% due to multiple topics for 
many respondents.  

 

Would you support or oppose the following emergency measures to help those hardest hit by the COVID-19 
pandemic in Massachusetts?  

 
ROTATE ORDER 

Strongly 
support 

Somewhat 
support 

Somewhat 
oppose 

Strongly 
oppose Unsure 

Emergency state funding for arts 
organization like museums, music 
venues, and theaters until they can 
reopen safely 

26% 37% 19% 9% 9% 

Emergency state funding for daycares 
and other childcare providers to keep 
them from closing permanently 

45% 39% 6% 5% 6% 

Ensuring that all workers have 10 days 
of emergency paid sick time during 
pandemic 

58% 26% 5% 4% 6% 

Emergency funding to preserve public 
transportation for essential workers 
and others who need it 

51% 35% 5% 3% 6% 

Funding public colleges to keep them 
afloat during the pandemic  

33% 38% 14% 8% 9% 

Emergency funding for mental health 
and addiction treatment 

49% 32% 7% 5% 6% 

Emergency funding to renters, owners, 
and small landlords at risk of losing 
their homes 

53% 31% 7% 3% 5% 

Emergency aid to cities and towns to 
help them balance their budgets 

39% 36% 12% 5% 7% 

Emergency funding for COVID testing 
and vaccination 

63% 23% 5% 4% 5% 
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SPLIT NEXT 2 

SPLIT ½ Would you support or oppose making public buses free to all riders by eliminating fares? 

Strongly support 29% 
Somewhat support 29% 
Somewhat oppose 18% 
Strongly oppose 13% 
Unsure 10% 

 

SPLIT ½ Would you support or oppose making public transportation free to all riders by eliminating fares? 

Strongly support 23% 
Somewhat support 27% 
Somewhat oppose 20% 
Strongly oppose 19% 
Unsure 12% 

 

SPLIT NEXT 2 

SPLIT ½ Would support or oppose the state providing emergency funding for small businesses? 

Strongly support 42% 
Somewhat support 42% 
Somewhat oppose 7% 
Strongly oppose 3% 
Unsure 5% 

 

SPLIT ½ Would support or oppose the state providing emergency funding for small businesses owned by 
women and minorities? 

Strongly support 35% 
Somewhat support 33% 
Somewhat oppose 14% 
Strongly oppose 8% 
Unsure 10% 
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SPLIT NEXT 2 

SPLIT ½ Would you support or oppose extending emergency benefits to all furloughed or laid off workers 
who have paid state taxes? 

Strongly support 48% 
Somewhat support 33% 
Somewhat oppose 9% 
Strongly oppose 4% 
Unsure 6% 

 
SPLIT ½ Would you support or oppose extending emergency benefits to all furloughed or laid off workers 
who have paid state taxes regardless of the their immigration status? 

Strongly support 39% 
Somewhat support 31% 
Somewhat oppose 12% 
Strongly oppose 10% 
Unsure 39% 
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How important do you think each of the following should be for lawmakers over the next few years?  

ROTATE ORDER 
Very 

important 
Somewhat 
important 

Not very 
important 

Not at all 
important Unsure 

Lowering the cost of health care 66% 21% 6% 2% 5% 
Increasing access to health care, 
including mental health services 

60% 27% 6% 3% 5% 

Investing in small business 
development 

43% 42% 6% 3% 6% 

Improving the K-12 public 
schools 

56% 30% 6% 3% 5% 

Making public higher education 
more affordable for residents 

52% 32% 9% 3% 5% 

Investing in roads, bridges, and 
public transportation like 
subways, trains, and buses 

51% 34% 8% 2% 5% 

Addressing and preparing for the 
effects of climate change 

45% 30% 10% 9% 6% 

Reducing the cost of housing 53% 27% 10% 3% 6% 
Strengthening social safety net 
programs for the state’s poorest 
residents 

49% 33% 7% 4% 7% 

Investing in communities of 
color 

41% 32% 10% 8% 10% 

Expanding access to affordable 
child care 

47% 35% 8% 4% 6% 

Providing skills training for 
workers who have lost their jobs 
during the pandemic 

55% 31% 6% 2% 5% 

Providing aid to cities and towns 47% 38% 7% 2% 6% 
Increasing opportunities for 
home ownership for low-income 
residents 

43% 34% 11% 5% 8% 

Increasing state contracts with 
women and minority-owned 
businesses 

35% 34% 15% 7% 9% 
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DEMOGRAPHICS 

 

Age 

18 to 29  17% 

30 to 44  23% 

45 to 59  27% 

60+ 32% 

Prefer not to say <1% 

 

Gender 

 

Male 47% 

Female 52% 

Other  <1% 

Prefer not to say <1% 

 

Race 

 

White  78% 

Black / African-American 7% 

Hispanic / Latino 8% 

All other 7% 

Prefer not to say % 

 

 

Education 

 

High school or less 33% 

Some college, no degree 23% 

College degree 26% 

Advanced degree 18% 

Prefer not to say 1% 

  

 

 

 

__________________________________ 

About the Poll 

These results are based on a survey of 1,522 Massachusetts registered voters. Live telephone interviews and 

online interviewing were conducted in English and Spanish from December 8-20, 2020. Telephone respondents 

were reached by both landline and cell phone. Oversamples of Black and Latino voters were obtained to bring 

the total interview count up to at least 250 for each group for the base sample. Results within race and ethnicity 

were weighted to age, gender, geography, and education level for each group. Groups were then combined and 

weighted to the population parameters by race for the state as a whole. The poll was sponsored by The Boston 

Foundation, The Hyams Foundation, King Boston, Amplify LatinX, BECMA, the Mass Budget and Policy Center, 

The Bridgewater State University Foundation, the Massachusetts Municipal Association and individual 

contributors.  


