
 

September 21, 2018 

12th of Tishrei, 5779 

Shabbos Candle Lighting at 6:37pm 

Havdalah at 7:43pm 

A WEEKLY NEWSLETTER FOR SHALOM TORAH ACADEMY OF CENTRAL NEW JERSEY 

Ma Chadash? 

BS”D 
Erev Sukkos Candle Lighting: 6:33pm on Sunday, September 23 
Sukkos I Candle Lighting at 7:40pm  on Monday, September  24 
Sukkos II  Havdalah at 7:38 pm  on Tuesday, September 25 
Sukkos V  Candle Lighting at 6:25 pm, September 28 
Sukkos VI  Havdalah at 7:31 pm, September 29 
Sukkos VII Candle Lighting at 6:22 pm, September  30 
Shmini Atzeres Candle Lighting at 7:28 pm, October  1 
Simcha Torah Havdalah at 7:26 pm, October 2 
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How I made my day COUNT... 
Anna Zalesov: I went to daven in shul and watched my baby brother so my Mom could fast! 
Yakkov Vasilevsky:  I watched my sister so my Mom could go hear Shofar! 

Stars of the Week  

Monday was ROCKET LAUNCH DAY in STA!   All students from grades 1-8 gathered in the backyard where our 
launch pad was set up.  We reviewed all the mitzvos that we did over Aseres Yemei Teshuva (the 10 days from 
Rosh Hashanah until Yom Kippur) and how we made every day count!  Some of those actions were: 
Said Asher Yatzar...was carefull with brachos...respectful to everyone...listened to shofar on RH...Helped Dad 
build the sukkah...held the door for people...tried to smile at everyone...watched my siblings...helped my Mom 
and set the shabbat table, and so much more. 
 
Our goal was to launch all of these actions up to Hashem to show how much we want to do mitzvos and become 
better people. First, we listened to a real NASA countdown recording and then STA did our very own… 10, 9, 8, 7, 
6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1...BLASTOFF!! While we did have to try it three times before it actually worked, it finally took off, 
lifting up extremely high into the air and landing with the assistance of a parachute which deployed on sched-
ule.  It was a pretty awesome sight and all of our students were very excited about it!   
 
Wishing all of our parents and students a beautiful chag sameach and we can't wait to see you in school on 
Wednesday for a fun, exciting day. 

From Mrs. Rifkie Gold  
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A Highlight from our Judaic Studies Department  
Morah Esti Murik 

Succos at a Glance  

In honor of the Yom Kippur holiday, we had a special guest speaker here in Shalom, who came to share a deeper under-

standing as to what the day of Yom Kippur is all about with our 7th and 8th grade girls.   

Rabbi Oratz started off with a fundamental question: Why is it that we focus so much on fasting and praying on this holi-

day? Wouldn't it make for a much more pleasant holiday if we sat for a nice long meal together with family and friends? To 

illustrate his point, Rabbi Oratz went on to read an article printed in the Forward Magazine in the early 1900’s.  A group of 

Jews who were anti “Torah Orthodoxy”, rented a hall and put together a grand old party of food, music and entertain-

ment, to run continuously for the 25 hours of Yom Kippur. Not only did they organize this event but they put out advertise-

ments in Yiddish and English, inviting one and all to join. At this party on the day of Yom Kippur, one fellow stood up and 

publicly challenged G-d. He said, " I am now going to eat this non kosher food. G-d , this is between me and You. I'm going 

to eat and let’s see if anything happens; let’s see if I'll be the winner of this competition, or You will". The fellow then went 

on to eat the food and.... What happened to him?? .... Nothing! Nothing at all! He continued on with the rest of the party. 

This only added to the question! Why is fasting and praying so important?? And why did nothing happen to this fellow??  

 Rabbi Oratz went on to explain to the girls that we don't fast and pray simply because we’re afraid that a gun will be held 

to our heads, or that we might choke on a piece of food that we have eaten. We fast and pray because Yom Kippur is a day 

that we tell ourselves we are going to try to take a step back from some of the physical things that we do so that we can 

take a proper look at our essence, which is a spiritual soul. So when it's nearly nightfall on Yom Kippur eve we stop eating 

and drinking. We remove the comfort of our regular shoes so that we can take a step back from the usual physical things 

that we employ daily, and give ourselves the time to appreciate our spiritual selves.  

When we give ourselves that time we are able to search ourselves and see how much have we grown and accomplished 

this year. Have I become a kinder, more caring, holier person? We search our actions that have brought us to this point, 

and we plan ahead for the next year, saying, what goals can I set for myself to accomplish this year? How can I become a 

more respectful, honest and considerate person? Rabbi Oratz concluded by pointing out that in two or three Yom Kippurs, 

when we take the time to look back at how far we have come, we will see the tremendous self improvement that each one 

of us worked so hard to achieve. The girls were left with a whole lot to think about and appreciated the Rabbi’s shiur tre-

mendously. Thank you Rabbi Oratz for the inspiration! 

Good Yom Tov! One of the special Mitzvos we do on Sukkos is the Mitzva of shaking the four Minim                        
(species). They are: Lulav, Esrog, Hadassim and Aravos. 

What is the reason behind this special Mitzva? 
The Midrash explains that this Mitzva is a sign of how all Jews should unite together. The four Minim represent all 

four types of Jews. 
Esrog – has a good smell and a good taste. This represents the Jew who learns Torah and does Mitzvos. 
Lulav – comes from a date tree. Dates have a good taste but have no smell. This represents the Jew who learns Torah but 
doesn’t focus as much on the Mitzvos. 
Hadasim – have a good smell but no taste. This represents the Jew who does Mitzvos but doesn’t focus as much on learn-
ing Torah. 
Aravos – has no taste and no smell. This represents the Jew who does not focus on the Mitzvos or on learning Torah. 

We join the four Minim together to show that all the Jews should unite as one. Even if we are different from each 
other, whether in the way that we think or act, we learn from the Mitzva of Lulav that we can, and we should all unite as 
one! 
 Good Yom Tov!   

To Eighth grade girls for fasting on Yom Kippur! 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Edna Galperin - September 22 

Isabella Oren - September 24 

Jonathan Naftaliev - September 25 

Joshua Naftaliev - September 25 

Eliyahu Tusona - September 29 

Rochel Blackstein - September 30 

Leah Kramer - October 1 

Nati Gefner - October 2 

Perla Smekhov - October 3 

Shalom Torah Academy  70 Amboy Road Morganville N.J. 07751  (732) 536-0911  office@shalomtorah.org 

 Lunch Menu 

Monday NO SESSIONS 

Tuesday NO SESSIONS 

Wednesday FISHSTICKS, ROAST POTATOES, VEGETABLE SOUP 

Thursday NO SESSIONS 

Friday NO SESSIONS 

Wednesday, October 3 Classes Resumes - Delayed Opening at 10:00 am 

All meals served with salad bar, selection of salad dressings, bread or rolls, and fresh fruit. All soups and dressings are homemade. 

Wednesday, September 26  Chol Hamoed - School is open 

Thurs. - Tues. 

September 27– October 2 

Hashana Rabbah, Shemini Atzeres, Simchas Torah - No Sessions 

Sunday - Tuesday, 

Sept. 23 – 25 

Erev Succos/Succos - No Sessions 

Tuesday, October 9 Back to School Night at 7:00 pm - Early Dismissal at 2:45 pm  

Monday NO SESSIONS 

Tuesday NO SESSIONS 

Wednesday BAKED ZITI, SPLIT PEA SOUP 

Thursday HOT DOGS, HAMBURGERS, FRENCH FRIES, CHICKEN SOUP 

Friday TUNA FISH, EGG SALAD, ROLLS, MUSHROOM BARLEY SOUP 

 

 

 
 

 

Mazel to Rabbi and Mrs. Klein and big brother  

Avraham (Pre-K) on the birth of baby girl.  

Reminders from the School Office 

1. Please e-mail attendance@shalomtorah.org with any chang-

es in attendance (eg. absences, early pick-up, change in pick-

up or busing, scheduled appointments, etc.). 

2. Make sure to notify the office of any changes in e-mail ad-

dresses and home or cell numbers.  

3. Remember to label your child’s coats and sweaters with their 

name. 


