
“A joyful, affirming, and safe community” -- that is the WELCM tagline that was
imprinted on the pens and plastic cups that were given away to incoming students
to help them find a supportive community as they began a new chapter in their lives
as freshmen at Winthrop. It is our goal, and we are moving towards it. 
 
WELCM is a “joyful” community. When we get together, there is a lot of laughter
and delight as well as gentle ribbing and teasing. (Sometimes, I must admit, when
the humor is too generation specific, I need to ask the students to translate or
explain.) WELCM is also an “affirming” community. Students who march to the
beat of a different drum, who are on their own unique journey of self-definition, who
need to move beyond the religious and cultural strictures of their younger years are
all affirmed as beloved children of God. WELCM is “safe” community. Here you can
be truly yourself, how God made you. Here you will be lifted up, not put down. At
WELCM you hear words of encouragement, not words of judgment or prejudice.
Here you will be included, not marginalized.
 
Don’t take my word for it. One WELCM freshmen, confined to bed due to an injury
towards the end of the first semester and, therefore, unable to participate in
WELCM’s Thanksgiving dinner and worship stated:” I can’t believe I’m missing
Thanksgiving dinner. I miss y’all so much.”
 

Words of Thanks
 
For prayer and financial support of WELCM during the 2024 Fall Semester, we give
thanks to Grace and Epiphany Lutheran Churches in Rock Hill, the SC Synod of the
ELCA, The Lutheran Campus Ministry Network (LuMIn) of the ELCA, Reformation
Lutheran Church, Lancaster, SC, and Fairfax Lutheran Parish, Fairfax, SC as well as to
various individuals. For food and hospitality during the previous semester, we give
thanks to members of Grace Lutheran Church, Rock Hill, and Amazing Grace Lutheran
Church, Waxhaw, NC. For behind-the-scenes support and throwing great start-of-the-
semester cookouts and end-of-the-semester Christmas parties, we give thanks to the
WELCM Committee consisting of representatives from Grace and Epiphany Lutheran
Churches in Rock Hill.
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Hi, I’m EmmieŎ I have been
attending WELCM since spring of
this year, and this is my first
semester being a WELCM peer
minister. WELCM has been an
amazing space and experience for
me so far, and I love being able to
serve this group as much as it has
served me. I have been really
grateful for the opportunity to be a
peer minister, and cannot wait to
see where the role takes me next
semester. 

We’ve been up to some cool things this semesterŎ We’ve volunteered at Hope of Rock Hill, tabled at multiple
new student engagement events, planned a group trip to Windy Hill Orchard, and planned a lot of really great
discussions for the group. Discussion topics this semester have included exploring LGBTQ+ affirming Bible
verses, Christian nationalism and politicized Christianity, and the afterlife. We’ve also hosted game night, an
election watch party, and Thanksgiving and Christmas parties. We’ve also maintained an active presence on
social media platforms including Instagram and Facebook, and revamped the WELCM website to make it
easier to navigate. We currently have fourteen active members, seven of whom have just joined us this
semesterŎ It’s been a joy to see WELCM grow and to get to know our new members 

A NOTE FROM THE PEER MINISTERS

Emmie Tatum (she/her) Savannah Rennell (she/her)
Hi, my name is SavannahŎ I am a
Junior at Winthrop and I have been
attending WELCM since my
freshman year. WELCM has made
such a big impact on my life. This
community of people is so loving
and accepting of everyone. This is
my first semester being a peer
minister and I have loved being able
to make everyone feel as welcome
as I have. I am very excited to keep
working with this wonderful group
of people next semester.

FROM THE PEER MINISTERS

On Tuesday, November ùāth, WELCM
volunteered with HOPE of Rock Hill, a non-profit
organization that works to provide assistance
with food and utilities for those in need. We
helped to clean and reorganize their facilities,
including their walk-in fridge, and packaged
food goods to be distributed to those who
needed them . 



Since graduating last spring, Bella has moved to Greenville
and begun teaching as a first grade teacher! She’s been
attending church with her parents and occasionally sings with
the chapel musicians. She’s very thankful to live near family
again and be able to stop by anytime for a home cooked meal
or hug. They helped her a lot with setting up her classroom,
and her cousin even helped her create a paper tree that she
change according to the season.  Her favorite thing to do with
her students is to sing songs with them! Her new school,
home, and church has made her feel so loved and supported.
She misses the community and friends at WELCM! They
always offered love, a fresh meal, and a listening ear.
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
Bella Fleischer (she/her)

No stranger to clurcl, Courtney grew u¯ in ler local AME
congregation and lad been singing witl its gos¯el cloir since sle
was a young clild. But, as a firstŠyear student at Wintlro¯, sle
felt a need to “eã¯lore otler ways of seeing God.” I wanted to
“find wlo God was for myself,” sle said. “I wanted a safe s¯ace
wlere I could be lonest witl God.”

Wlen sle saw a flyer in a friend’s residence lall adÝertising
WELCM’s Sunday eÝening ¯rayer serÝice Courtney tlougltŋ “I
like ¯rayer, I’ll giÝe it a try.” Sle did. Sle enjoyed it. Sle started
attending tle weekly meals and ¯rograms and neÝer looked back.
Sle clerisled tle intimate conÝersations sle slared witl tle
otler WELCM students and said tlat tle ¯lysical s¯ace felt safe,
eÝen sacred, es¯ecially tle garden wlere sle enjoyed coming to
¯ray. Courtney stayed inÝolÝed tlrouglout ler undergraduate
years, eÝen lel¯ing to lead a contem¯latiÝe Bible study and
serÝing as WELCM’s re¯resentatiÝe to tle ELCA Region Nine
cam¯us ministries. 

Courtney eã¯lored otler cam¯us ministries as well, but was
botlered tley tlat eã¯ected ler to be “s¯ecific ty¯e of
Clristian.” WELCM, sle said, o¯ened its arms to eÝeryone and
slowed a true commitment to diÝersity and inclusiÝity. WELCM
walked tle walk, Courtney eã¯lained. It was “come as you areŌ it
embodied its name,” and sle loÝed being in its diÝerse community
wlere “minorities were tle majority.” 

After tle killing of George Floyd, WELCM took time for
conÝersations centered around issues of Black LiÝes Matter and
racial justice. Wlat did tley mean and low slould we res¯ondŐ “I
lad all tlese feelings and fears,” Courtney eã¯lained, and “I
didn’t laÝe anotler ¯lace to slare tlose tlouglts.” At WELCM,
¯eo¯le listened and ¯eo¯le cried. Sle saw tlat ¯eo¯le really
cared and slowed tlat sle could trust WELCM. It brouglt tle
community members togetler in a dee¯er way, willing to slare
tleir real true selÝes and slow tleir Ýulnerabilities.

Courtney Franklin (she/her)

Now married to ler ligl sclool sweetleart and finisling ler graduate
degree in Clinical Mental Healtl Counseling, Courtney talks
entlusiastically about ler eã¯eriences. “WELCM gaÝe me a family,” sle
said. “I listened and I learned.” WELCM also lel¯ed deÝelo¯ tle critical
skills needed to be a successful counselor. “It o¯ened my mind” sle
eã¯lained, “and made me better at inclusiÝity and acce¯tance and grace.” 

Many otlers at Wintlro¯ UniÝersity need tlat same s¯ace to eã¯lore as
Courtney did. Your su¯¯ort makes it ¯ossible for us to serÝe tlese
students in building tle autlenic and safe community wlere tley can be
lonest witl God.



MEET OUR NEWEST WELCM MEMBERS!

Winthrop Ecumenical Lutheran Campus Ministry
426 Oakland Avenue
Rock Hill, SC 29730

www.welcm.org

Peer Ministers
Emmie Tatum

tatume2@winthrop.edu
Savannah Rennell

rennells2@winthrop.edu

 Campus Minister
Pastor Norbert Hahn

cm@welcm.org

Alex and Felicia, Winthrop Freshmen

Hannah, Winthrop SophmoreMary, York Tech Student

Lydia, Winthrop Freshman
Siri, Winthrop Freshman 

Sara, Winthrop Freshman 

This semester we have welcomed seven new students to WELCM! Mary,
Lydia, Siri, Alex, Felicia, Sara, and Hannah have been the sweetest
additions to our group and it has been wonderful having them in

attendance. 


