
March 11, 2020 – April 14, 2020  

Pastor Gregg’s Remarks: 

“Unless I am convinced by the testimony of the Scriptures or by clear reason (for I do not trust either in 
the pope or in councils alone, since it is well known that they have often erred and contradicted 
themselves), I am bound by the Scriptures I have quoted and my conscience is captive to the Word of God. 
I cannot and will not recant anything, since it is neither safe nor right to go against conscience.  
[Here I stand. I can do no other.] May God help me. Amen.” 

- The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther defending his work at the Diet of Worms, 1521 

The words above are not likely to read as ‘new’ to anyone who has been a Lutheran for a few years. We 
all know the story of Martin Luther, as he bravely stood before the ruling powers and defended both his 
work and his criticism of the Church at the Diet in Worms, Germany. After making this defense, Luther 
departed for his home in Wittenberg. On the way, Luther was abducted by friendly forces, who knew that, 
had he made the entire journey back to Wittenberg, Luther would likely be captured and quietly executed. 
Luther’s ‘abductors’ took him to Wartburg Castle, a stronghold where he would be safe and a place from 
which he could continue his work without the daily threat of death. Luther did not choose to go into 
hiding, but he did not try to escape either - he knew the threat was real, both for him and for his followers. 
Luther remained in Wartburg Castle - a prisoner for the sake of safety - for a period of about ten months. I 
have wondered, in the past, how Luther fared during that time. 

We suspended in-person ministry beginning on March 15 (the ides), and the suspension remains in-place 
today, just over a month later. While we occasionally treat ourselves to a masked trip to the grocery store 
or Home Depot, we are still mostly doing our work from the confines of our home. Many of you can 
relate to this, as you have lived and worked in similar circumstances. One month of this approach - and 
mind you, we have the internet - and I wonder all the more how Luther ever continued the way he did 
some 500 years ago. It is important to remember, though, that he did continue, regardless of his captivity.  

During his time in Wartburg Castle, Luther translated the New Testament from Koine Greek into German, 
bypassing the need for a Latin (that is, Roman Catholic) interpretation of Scripture. This translation 
would be more of a revolution than his defense at Worms ever was, and it gave life and hope to a 
movement within Christianity that continues today. We continue to sift through history and language in 
the pursuit of God’s will and purpose revealed through the pages of Scripture. Luther continued 
communicating with others while in hiding, too, writing letters to opponents and friends under a 
pseudonym. From these letters came substantial theology, including Luther’s claim that people are simul 
justus et peccator (simultaneously saint and sinner). Luther wrote at length that good works do not make 
a person good, but rather, good works flow forth from God’s goodness, already at work within us.  

Nice history, Pastor. What’s the point? 

Just when I was really feeling a bit crazy from the stress of doing ministry the way we need to at this 
time, it occurred to me to look back and see what wisdom, what hope our past held. As it turns out, we 
have been here before, needing to do ministry very differently because of the demands of the day. The 
things Luther accomplished in his time at Wartburg Castle were not of little value. Indeed, some were 
foundational for the emerging shape of the faith we share today. We would be wise to make note of this.  
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The ministry we set out to do in this time apart will shape the ministry we continue when we return to 
serving together. This time is not something to forget about down the line, but a chance - a legitimate 
opportunity - for us to listen with fresh ears for what God is calling us to do. We now have the time to be 
even more committed to others, to prayer, and to Scripture. In a world that was spinning rapidly out of 
control, we have had to slow down to a point of almost standing still. But when we are still, it is easier to 
hear God. When we are still, the Holy Spirit can do transformative things with ordinary people like us.  

The point is this: don’t give up. Commit yourselves to Scripture, prayer, and to one another. If we engage 
with this challenge faithfully, convinced that God’s purpose will meet us in every circumstance - no 
matter how strange - I know we will find that God’s grace will sustain us in surprising ways, producing 
surprising blessings for God’s people. That may seem lofty, but don’t forget: God has done it before.  

Pastor Rachel’s Remarks: 

This may be the strangest month of pastoral life I have experienced thus far. A pandemic which shut down 
in-person church activities is not something I ever anticipated encountering. And yet, here we are, 
figuring things out and continuing to be the church together from afar. It’s hard to know how exactly to 
talk about what this month has been, because I feel it is equally important to acknowledge the difficulties 
and the blessings. So, like I ask our Young Youth and Youth to do each time we meet, I’m going to share 
some of my thoughts about this month in Highs, Lows, and God Moments.  

Highs: 
-Talking to many members on the phone and via email, hearing how things are going and sharing how we 
are adapting to this new reality 
-Meeting via Zoom for Young Youth & GYM  
-Connecting with so many people via our online services & videos and seeing the potential for continued 
streaming once we are back in the building 
-Opportunities to be grateful for things that sometimes go unnoticed in the rush of ‘everyday’ life  

Lows: 
-Concern for our world, country, community, and congregation as this disease has spread 
-Concern for those who are especially vulnerable to the economic consequences of shut-downs 
-Being apart from one another, particularly during Holy Week and Easter 
-Cancelling and postponing events like the Ministry Celebration and Lenten Wednesdays 
 
God Moments: 
-Worshipping together from a distance, with the gift of music provided by Jeremy & Craig 
-Connecting with one another and sharing joy through the Picture Offerings  
-The faithfulness of Council, who has met twice so far to discern how best to care for our congregation 
and community in this time, and will continue to do so as long as this lasts 
-Hearing that our March offering held entirely steady and being able to share a deeply heartfelt “Thank 
You “with the congregation, knowing that these offerings make a difference for God’s ministry at Grace 
and in our community. 

I am grateful for all the Highs and God Moments I have experienced this month, and I trust that God finds 
ways to work in the midst of the Lows. I am grateful for the people of Grace, who have shown great care 
for one another and who have found new ways to be church outside of the building. I am grateful for 
Michelle, Jeremy, and Craig, who have learned a number of new skills this month and who have been 
instrumental in our ability to worship online and continue the work of Grace. I look forward to the day 
when we can all gather together safely in person again, and in the meantime, I am confident that we will 
continue to be God’s church in new ways. 


