
YOUTH ROOM REFRESH 
In 2021, we committed to refreshing and refurbishing our Youth Room, to make the space 

more welcoming to our Children and Youth and more reflective of who they are. The Youth 

shared their thoughts, hopes, and dreams for the space, and many people pitched in to make 

this vision a reality.  

Now, the Youth comment on how well this space fits them and how much they like spending 

time there together! We are grateful to everyone who helped give our Children and Youth a 

special space, which in turn lets them know that THEY are special, and we care about them. 

Thank you! 

BEFORE 
Leading up to our refresh, the Youth Room 
was mostly furnished by 7 couches. While 
comfortable, these couches didn’t allow 
for much flexibility in the room. It was 
difficult to feel like we were gathered     

together, especially if the group was small 
and spread out, because we were so far 

away from each other. 
 

While the space was for both learning 

and having fun, there wasn’t much setup 

for learning, and that also inhibited the 

fun. There were no dry erase boards, no 

tables, no real chairs to gather around. 

The closets were stuffed with items from 

Youth and from other groups, to the 

point where it was difficult to find and 

use things. 



The walls were the biggest hazard in the 

room. Because of water leeching 

through the concrete bricks, the paint 

was flaking off in sharp pieces. Brushing 

against the wall meant paint splinters! 

This repair had been put off, since the 

walls needed to be sanded and sealed 

professionally, and so all the walls were 

in poor shape. 

Most importantly, the space didn’t 

quite embody what we wanted it to 

be. We wanted our youth to WANT to 

spend time in this room. We wanted 

them to feel special, like these things 

were done and chosen with them in 

mind. And the best way to be sure 

they’d like the new space was, of 

course, to have them choose what 

would go in it.  

 

And so, one Sunday afternoon, the 

youth group voted on all kinds of 

things for their space! What types of 

seating, what color for the walls, what 

kind of display cases, whether to keep 

the pool table, what kind of books to 

get, what kind of calendar to put 

up… Impressively, the votes were 

nearly all unanimous!  



During 
Now that we had a plan, it was time to get moving. We ordered all the items we’d need to re

-furnish the room and contracted to have the walls repaired. Since we decided to get rolling 

shelving for the closets, we needed the wooden structure removed—Jay Ruff took care of 

that for us, and James Sidden moved the dehumidifying unit in and out. In order to pull out 

the shelves, we needed all the stuff removed and sorted—Adele Evans took on that massive 

task. After the walls were repaired and primed, it was time to paint! The Youth used their 

last day of winter break to paint and assemble shelving. Mary Hinson, Heather Litzinger,    

Allen Lowrance, and Jay Ruff helped us out on this 

Final Steps 

Once the walls were painted and dried, Ronald Cartner, Skeeter Mills, and Doug Pointon took 

over the wall items. They built and installed our bookcases, cut remnant bolts out of the walls, 

hung the dry erase board, affixed the display cases to the wall, and reinstalled the TV.         

Amy Ruff helped us get the new chairs unpacked and assembled. 



 

The New Youth Room! 

Once all the final touches were put in, with a lot of help from Adele Evans, the Youth Room 

was ready for the return of our Young Youth and Youth! We now have flexible seating, which 

allows us move activities around to different parts of the room. We have display cases for 

photos and whatever else the kids want to decorate with. We have converted the pool table 

into a multi-use table. Our supplies are much more accessible. We have a whole year          

calendar, with all our activities and birthdays listed. We have bookcases with children’s 

books and resources for our Youth.  

 



The New Youth Room! 

A final special touch—we finished the room with a 

life-size flamingo decal. The flamingo has been the 

Grace Youth Ministry mascot for years.  

The flamingo, which stands on one foot,              

represents the faith we have in Christ Jesus. Our 

faith is what holds us up, what is our foundation, 

what keeps us going. When we see the flamingo, 

we remember that the Spirit builds our faith, and 

we can trust that God is with us! 



THANK YOU! 
The updated Youth Room has already been an incredible gift to our    

children and youth. We have been able to do so much more in this space 

than we could before. Most importantly, though, the children and youth 

have this physical, visible reminder of their value in our congregation. 

Again and again, they comment on how great this room is. They are 

thrilled that it represents and works for them.                                         

They are glad to be in this space. They feel WELCOME.  

 

We could not have done this project without your help.                          

We are incredibly grateful to each of you who gave financially in 2021, 

which allowed us to do this project. We give thanks for each person who 

helped us do this project, those mentioned here and more. And we are 

thankful for your prayers and support, as we did this project and now, 

which lift up our children and youth as they grow in faith. Thank you!  


