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PRELUDE

WELCOME

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of Baptism.

We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death to life,
from tears of sorrow to songs of joy.

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters in which we are born anew.

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.

Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life.

To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of Almighty God, now and forever.
Amen.



OPENING HYMN “The Wind that Stirs the Sea to Sing” John Tirro

_9 |ID Ih
o e s e e | A o
Q) . d. 0 d. -‘- . -\/
1.The wind that stirs the sea to sing, to surge and soar and  drum,
2.A - rise and blow from God's deep core, a stea - dy driv-ing gale, _
3. Then with your flame and wind ig - nite the hope we sing and pray: _
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is e-choed in the prayer we bring: O Ho - ly Spi - rit, come!
and fill  this church for - e - ver-more with faith that will not fail!
that we  will fol - low Christ the light, the truth, the life, the way!
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APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE “This is the Feast”

Refrain
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who was slain, whose blood set us free to be peco - ple of God.

Refrain

This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
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strength, and hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are his.
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God, and join in the hymnof all cre - a - tion: Bless - ing, hon-or,
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glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lamb for-cv -cr. A - men.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray together.

Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit brings truth to the world. Send us this Spirit,
transform us by your truth, and give us language to proclaim your gospel, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST LESSON Ezekiel 37:1-14
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel.

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the
middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley,
and they were very dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” | answered, “O Lord God, you know.”
“Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord.
>Thus says the Lord God to these bones: | will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. ® will lay sinews on
you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live;
and you shall know that | am the Lord.” ’So | prophesied as | had been commanded; and as | prophesied,
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8l looked, and there
were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in
them. °Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the
Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 2l prophesied as
he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.
1Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up,
and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” **Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God:

| am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and | will bring you back to
the land of Israel. 3 And you shall know that | am the Lord, when | open your graves, and bring you up from
your graves, O my people. 1*l will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and | will place you on your own
soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 104:24-34

2*How manifold are your works, O Lord!
In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.
2>Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too many to number,
living things both small and great.
26There go the ships to and fro,
and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it.
27All of them look to you to give them their food in due season.
28You give it to them; they gather it;
you open your hand, and they are filled with good things.
When you hide your face, they are terrified;
when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust.
30you send forth your Spirit, and they are created;
and so you renew the face of the earth.
3IMay the glory of the Lord endure forever;
O Lord, rejoice in all your works.
32You look at the earth and it trembles;
you touch the mountains and they smoke.
331 will sing to the Lord as long as | live;
| will praise my God while | have my being.
34May these words of mine please God. | will rejoice in the Lord.

SECOND LESSON Romans 8:22-27
A reading from St. Paul’s letter to the Romans.

22\We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; *>and not only the creation,
but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption
of our bodies. ?*For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is
seen? 2°But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 2Likewise the Spirit helps us in
our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too
deep for words. 2?And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Stand)
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GOSPEL LESSON John 15:26--16:15

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, from the 15" and 16™ chapters. Glory to you, O Lord.

26\When the Advocate comes, whom | will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the
Father, he will testify on my behalf. ?’You also are to testify because you have been with me from the beginning.
1 have said these things to you to keep you from stumbling. 2They will put you out of the synagogues. Indeed,
an hour is coming when those who kill you will think that by doing so they are offering worship to God. 3And
they will do this because they have not known the Father or me. 4But | have said these things to you so that
when their hour comes you may remember that | told you about them. "I did not say these things to you from
the beginning, because | was with you. >But now | am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me,
'Where are you going?' ®But because | have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. "Nevertheless

| tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that | go away, for if | do not go away, the Advocate will not come
to you; but if I go, | will send him to you. 2And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and
righteousness and judgment: ®about sin, because they do not believe in me; %about righteousness, because

| am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; *about judgment, because the ruler of this world has
been condemned. 2| still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 3When the Spirit of
truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he
hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. **He will glorify me, because he will take what is
mine and declare it to you. °All that the Father has is mine. For this reason | said that he will take what is mine
and declare it to you.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Gregg Hoffman



HYMN OF THE DAY

“0 Spirit All-Embracing”
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— e e e »
(RS EE E L 0 [ S A R
y 4 — | : 1
come, wind of spring-time blow - ing, and warm us by your breath.
un - dy - ing flame te - na - cious,burn in your church a - new.
in prayer we come be - fore you to wait up - on your light.



NICENE CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith, using the words of the Nicene Creed.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate
of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of

sins. We look for the = resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises to hear
us and answer in steadfast love.

A brief silence.

Gracious God, you give the Holy Spirit to your church, filling us with many and varied gifts. In the church
throughout the world, strengthen us in our visioning and dreaming, that we may discover anew the Spirit’s
creative work. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of life, your mighty works are too numerous to count. The earth is full of your creatures, living things both
great and small. Open your hand and give them the necessities of this life. Send your fresh Spirit over the face
of the earth. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of the nations, at the sound of the rushing wind, people speaking different languages proclaimed and
heard together your deeds of power. Fill the leaders of nations with your Holy Spirit, so that they exercise your
gracious will in the lives of people. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of faithfulness, you tend to the needs of your people, even the sighs of our hearts. Hear those who cry
out to you in distress. Restore to wholeness all who are in any need this day especially, Bill, Steve, Scott,
Steven, Jackie, Vicky, Julie, Margaret, Kay, Yvonne, Eddie, Bea, Jack, Eric, Mary, Frank, Bill, Madeline, Earl,
Barbara, Steven, Kathy, and Ted. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



God of love, fill this congregation with gratitude for the gifts we have received from you. Renew our ministries,
heal our divisions, and open our hearts to the needs of our neighbors. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of hope, those who have died in you raise their eternal song of praise. We give you thanks for the many
gifts of your people and rejoice in the witness of your saints. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and
mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PROCLAMATION OF PEACE

Our Lord Jesus Christ sent forth his peace long ago, and it has continued to flow through generations of
faithful followers. Today, his peace continues in you. The Peace of Christ is with you.

And also with you. Amen.

At this time in our worship, we invite you to share the Peace of Christ with others.
Feel free to share the peace with others nearby, or, if you are alone, give someone a call after worship!

OFFERING
https://onrealm.orqg/qracerockhill/-/qgive/now

ANTHEM “Where Is This Gift of Heaven?” Joseph Martin
Virtual Choir


https://onrealm.org/gracerockhill/-/give/now

OFFERTORY RESPONSE (Stand)

“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray together.
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and the gifts

we offer. Abide with us and send us to serve a world in need; for the sake of your beloved Son,

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to
you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb
who gave himself to take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to
eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and
sea and all its creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

L?
T
2
Qf ||
o
_(31
e

F
I
T

Ho-1ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE
The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat, and be satisfied by the life which he alone provides.
Thanks be to God.

All God'’s children are welcome to the table by God’s grace.
Please notify the Pastor if you would prefer gluten-free bread.
Communion is received by the Pastor placing the sacrament in your outstretched hand.
Those who are not receiving Communion are invited to come forward to receive a blessing.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, and
send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.

The God of life, Father, *F Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.



SENDING HYMN

“Every Time | Feel the Spirit”

Refrain
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out of  his mouth came fire and smoke.
asked . .. .. my Lord if all was mine.
chills the bod - vy but not the soul.

DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

ACS 942
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