
December Remarks from Our Pastors 

In their reports to Council each month, Pastor Gregg and Pastor Rachel conclude with some               

personal remarks that summarize the most recent period of their leadership here at Grace. 

Pastor Gregg’s  Remarks:  
  
Occasionally, I am less cheerful than I would like to be. This can become especially pronounced around those times of 
the year that are supposed to be joyful. This malaise is the result of a combination of fatigue, seasonal stresses, 
uncertainty about the future, and so on. I know I am not alone. Though the stresses and triggers vary, the weeks leading 
to Christmas are anything but merry for some of us. Many congregations offer a ‘Blue Christmas’ or ‘Service of the 
Longest Night’ in this time, attempting to alleviate, in some small way, the struggle of the faithful during this season of 
waiting. For our part, we have offered an Advent Evening Prayer service each week, which I have found helpful, hopeful, 
and a source of peace. I hope that you can say the same, and if you haven’t tried it yet, there’s still one more!  
 

Looking ahead, we have Christmas - the arrival of the incarnate God, salvation in human form. So much can be said 
about his coming. My call is one where I need to speak about it, yet the enormity of what could be said has me a little 
vexed this year about where to begin. Jesus is the source of joy. Well, we all need that, so I could start there. Jesus is 
also the rest we require. He is the calm, the tranquility we have longed to find. He is the one truth, something that is 
more elusive than ever. Where does one begin?  
 

One of my favorite hymns is “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”. I don’t remember singing it when I was growing up - I’m 
sure we did, but don’t have vivid memories of that one, like I do for all the others. I feel like I missed it, somehow, for 
most of my life. That’s a shame because I missed how its witness can be such a source of strength; I mean, the scope of 
what it covers is second to none. Just look at the third verse:  
 

 This is he whom seers in old time chanted of with one accord, 
 whom the voices of the prophets promised in their faithful word; 
 now he shines, the long-expected; let creation praise its Lord 
 evermore and evermore. 
 

Of all the ways to speak of Jesus, this one grabs my attention. He is the fulfillment of generations of people who spoke 
for God. They proclaimed someone was coming, using varied language, varied promises, yet all pointing to the same: 
Messiah. Now the long-expected shines; let creation praise him.  
 

It is as though everything and everyone is drawn to this liminal yet particular moment in time, when the consummation 
of all promises and all yearnings was fulfilled. All those who came before him look forward to his dawning, and on the 
other side, all those who came after him (including you and me) are looking backwards. It is almost like we are watching 
a procession, and all people, wherever they are seated, strain to catch a glimpse of him, while rightly bowing in 
adoration of his arrival. 
 

This hymn was written sometime around the turn of the 5th Century. That’s more than a thousand years before Luther - 
this hymn was ancient to him! What does that mean? Its longevity speaks to the power of its witness, that much is 
certain. The words of this hymn are timeless, which makes them fitting - just like the gift of Christ to the world, God’s 
grace, expressed in faithful song, can shake us free from our malaise.  
 

So, my prayer for you, Grace Family, is that you allow yourselves the freedom to sing this year. Sing the hymns, sing the 
liturgy, sing the good-natured nonsense about chestnuts roasting, too. Give yourself over the joy of this season - 
whether you feel it or not - trusting that the Holy Spirit will move through those motions, and you will catch some 
glimpse of the one who comes to us: evermore and evermore.  
 
Peace in Christ, 
Pr. Gregg 



Pastor Rachel’s Remarks: 
 
A few weeks ago, our Young Youth spent time gathered around the Chrismon tree in the Sanctuary (our Youth did this, 

too). The Worship & Music committee had just decorated it, and the children were delighted to see the beautiful 

ornaments up close. We learned that this tree is decorated in special ornaments, called Chrismons; each one is a symbol 

that tells us something about God, Jesus, and/or the Holy Spirit. I invited them to walk around the tree and see all the 

different designs, and to each pick one they’d like to know more about. I took each Chrismon they chose down from the 

tree so they could get a closer look without touching; we talked about how members of the church made each 

ornament, and how special and delicate they are. We looked at chalices which remind us of communion. We saw 

crosses of many shapes and designs, each one telling us something special about who Jesus is. We wondered about one 

particular ornament that was not in our little booklet, and reflected on how people create new things to express their 

faith. We pointed out several Chrismons that showed us the Trinity. We saw doves and butterflies, and we talked about 

Baptism and Easter. We gazed way up at the crown that sits at the very top, reminding us that Christ is our king.  

 

After we talked about these Chrismons and their meanings, I asked the children if it would still be Christmas if we didn’t 

put up a tree or decorate or get any presents this year. A few said, ”NO!” right away, of course; that’s how they see 

Christmas portrayed all around them – shiny and piled high and perfect. But after a just minute, someone said ”Yes! 

Because Christmas is about Jesus.” And they are right. Our Chrismon tree reminds us that amidst all the wrapping paper 

and shopping bags and bells and wreaths, Christ is all we need for Christmas. Christ IS Christmas.   

 

Christ will arrive whether our deliveries come on time or not. Christ is among us whether we have the cookies baked or 

not. Christ’s love is shining in us whether things are Christmas-card worthy or not. And because of Christ, we don’t have 

to put our hope in the day; our hope is in him. We can do our best to let go of the stress and strain of creating the 

perfect experience, perfect present, perfect family time, because Christ has already been given as the perfect gift. We 

don’t have to force ourselves to fit the social-cultural narrative of this time of year if we don’t want to, because Christ, 

who loves us where we are, is where we find our identity. We don’t have to hold tightly to picturesque holiday 

expectations beacuse our greatest expectation has been realized; Christ is born! Christ has come into the world to be 

with us, fulfilling God’s promise, and that is why this day means so much. And so, no matter how this holiday season 

goes, it is Christmas, and it is full of good news, given for you and for me.  

 

I hope that this Christmas is beautiful for you and yours. I hope that this season gives you a moment to rest and rejoice 

in Christ’s presence with us. I hope that you experience the Good News of God’s love with us and that it fills you with joy.  

 

Peace in Christ,  

Pr. Rachel 

 


