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DECEMBER 6, 2020
SECOND SUNDAY
OF ADVENT

HYMN OF THE WEEK
There’s a Voice in the
Wilderness

God has good news for all people.

WEEKLY MILESTONES
Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.
Sunday

Mark 1:1-8

The beginning of the good news

Monday
Tuesday

Isaiah 40:1-11
2 Peter 3:8-15a

Comfort my people
Promise of the Lord’s coming

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Malachi 4:1-6
Matthew 3:1-10
1 Timothy 1:12-17
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
John 1:6-8, 19-28

The great day of the Lord
The preaching of John the Baptist
Gratitude for God’s mercy
A prayer for God’s peace
John’s witness to the light

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK
“[T]he voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the
Lord, make his paths straight.’” Mark 1:3 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
 What is some good news you have heard recently?
 What events in the news do people consider to be positive news or good news?
 The word gospel means good news. How is the coming of Christ into our world good
news for you?

DEVOTIONS
Read: Mark 1:1-8.
The beginning of a book helps set up what the book is about and where the story is going. This
is true of the Gospel of Mark as well. Mark 1:1-8 is part of Mark’s prologue (vv. 1-13) and was
used in ancient writings with this very purpose in mind: to give information that helps people
follow the story as it unfolds. Mark’s point is that good news (“good tidings” in Isaiah 40:9), the
gospel, is beginning to happen through Jesus Christ, the Son of God. This good news is linked to
John the baptizer who is himself reminiscent of Elijah. When Elijah comes again, God’s people
will encounter God’s promised deliverance (Malachi 4:5). That future time is now present
through John and through Jesus. John’s message of repentance (v. 4) will be continued by Jesus
when he says, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and
believe in the good news” (Mark 1:14). Where do you see the good news of Jesus happening
today?
Pray: Merciful God, we thank you for fulfilling your promise of hope and peace through the
good news of Jesus Christ. Amen.

SERVICE
Good news has a positive effect on people. Isaiah 40 gives prophetic comfort to God’s people.
What word of comfort or encouragement can you give to someone this week?

A Prayer for the Week:
Eternal God, we thank you that through your Son, Jesus Christ, love and faithfulness meet;
righteousness and peace kiss each other. Amen. (Psalm 85:10)

Mealtime Prayer:
Generous God, may this gift of food strengthen us to walk in your way of comfort, hope, and
peace through the good news of Jesus Christ. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May the Lord God feed you like a shepherd and keep you safe. (Isaiah 40:11)
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RITUALS AND TRADITIONS
Set up a Christmas nativity set in your home. Place the wise men further away from the set for
now. Wait to place Jesus in the manger until Christmas Eve. On your Advent wreath, light the
first candle of hope and the second one of peace. Pause for a moment to sit in silence and look
upon the nativity set and think about the coming of Jesus.
Say this Bible verse: Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, for he will speak peace to his
people. (Psalm 85:8a)
Pray: Lord, help us to prepare the way of the Lord. Give us peace and hope. Amen.

In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org

