
 

 

Pastor’s Remarks: 
 
At GYM last week, the Youth and I were reflecting on what’s going on in our lives right now; how things 
are stressful, uncertain, and difficult. And we were also naming what is good. And what is giving us hope 
in the midst of all the mess that 2020 has brought. I was so uplifted to hear the Youth name sources of 
hope in their lives. 
 
As I considerd where my hope is currently being found, God’s goodness sprang up for me in the many 
Grace projects that are moving forward right now. I’d like to share with you where I’m finding hope; 
perhaps these things will be hope for you, too.  
 
Our Hospitality goal is moving so quickly! In the last 3 weeks, we have had a stream of volunteers 
scrubbing walls, painting, moving furniture, assembling furniture, and more. I have loved seeing people 
come in and work together, with masks and safe practices, keeping our goal going while being safe. 
Some volunteers have commented how wonderful it is to see one another, and to talk to one another 
while working. These Hospitality improvements will make for an even warmer welcome when we are 
fully opened again, but even while they are happening, they are providing us with welcoming, social, 
purpose-filled activities. I experience hope when I see our signup list get filled; I experience hope when I 
smell fresh paint; I experience hope when I see the joy on masked faces seeing friends for the first time 
in months. Things are moving forward! 
 
While we work to complete some of 2020’s goals, we are also looking towards 2021. Over the last 
couple months, our Stewardship Committee, Council, and Temple Talk leaders have been envisioning, 
talking about, and sharing where we feel God calling Grace in 2021. Our goals for the next year are 
rooted in blessings we have found and been reminded of in the midst of 2020 – connecting more deeply 
through technology, adapting creatively to keep doing ministry, and the joy of a welcoming, safe place 
to be together. We are planning for growth in our future, which is, in itself, hopeful. I feel the 
excitement that many people have for these goals, and I feel the Holy Spirit moving with us.  
 
And I’m also finding hope with our Youth. Earlier in the fall, the Youth asked for a study on Harry Potter 
and faith. I love Harry Potter, and I was glad to dive into this with them! We’ve had two studies so far; 
we’ve been able to apply our faith to and explore our faith through a pop culture staple, as well as try 
out a new spiritual practice. I find hope in that our Youth are looking for ways to connect their faith to 
things in their world, and that they’re asking for help making that happen.  
 
When so many things in the world seem hope-less, it is a gift to turn to God and find hope. And as I said 
to a Youth recently, God [and God’s hope] shows up in many different ways. God is with us in one 
another, in activities with purpose, in goals for the future. God, found in so many places, is our hope.  
 
Peace in Christ, Pr. Rachel  
 
 
 
 


