
!  

June 1, 2020 
	 	  
Grace Family, 

Happy Pentecost to you all! 

As you have seen in the e-news recently, Grace’s Congregation Council has begun meeting each week to 
discuss how and when Grace will resume in-person worship. Council has been reviewing 
recommendations and reports from the CDC, SC DHEC, the ELCA, SC Synod, and several  of  our 
congregation’s committees. Based on the information available, Council does not believe we are ready to 
name a definitive date when it will reasonably safe to resume in-person worship at this time.  

We know this result is not ideal and we want to share some of  the reasons this decision was made. First, 
our decision-making has been grounded in biblical principles of  preserving life, God’s omnipresence, 
rejecting fear, and showing love for both God and our neighbors. By framing the conversation in these 
biblical concepts, Grace’s Council continues to put faith first when we make decisions.  

Building on a faithful foundation, we also take seriously the way in which this virus can spread so quickly, 
and we are using God’s gift of  science as we discern. When Council met on Sunday, the 3-day rolling 
averages for new cases in South Carolina and for York County were on the rise (and had been rising for 
five and six days, respectively). In the last 14 days, the percentage of  tests for COVID-19 that were 
positive has been erratic, but has trended upwards overall. The picture for our neighbors in Mecklenburg 
County was similar, with a rolling average for new cases continuing to increase. For more information, 
we hope you will visit our website and read some of  the resources Council has been using as we make 
these decisions: click here for link. 

Additionally, Council would like to know that Grace is well-equipped to handle these in-person worship 
services when they begin. A shared worship space presents special challenges we must address in order to 
limit the spread of  this virus. We are grateful to have had some people volunteer already, though we are 
still in need of  additional volunteers for key positions (ushers, mask-makers, and sanitizers). These people 
will enable Grace to proceed with in-person worship services, providing a reasonably safe worship space 
for all who attend. If  you would be willing to volunteer, please be in touch using the links in the e-news, 
or by calling the Church Office to share with us how you intend to help in the coming weeks.  

Finally, Council wants everyone to know more about the plans we have been making as we move 
together toward re-opening. You have probably read about a re-opening task force in the e-news. Let me 
share a bit more about what that task force is, and what it is not.  
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A task force is a group of  people who are asked to come together in order to use their talents for 
accomplishing a specific goal. Grace’s re-opening task force has a specific task: work together to make in-
person worship as safe as possible. Our task force functions as a group of  people who will lead the way 
when volunteers offer their assistance - they are leaders who can offer some training to others who are 
willing to help with the cause. Because we are not yet certain when we will begin to worship in-person, 
the only thing for the task force to do at this time is gather more volunteers.  

To be clear, there are a few things the re-opening task force will not be doing. The re-opening task force 
will not continue doing its work beyond the time when social distancing is so crucial. Also, the task force 
does not decide when Grace will worship in-person, nor how. The decision of  when we re-open will come 
from Council. As for which steps we will take to protect one another, that plan is the result of  several 
committees that have been collaborating together with Council, all utilizing the best recommendations 
available from church and government resources. In a special e-news later this week, we will share that 
plan with you, so that all of  us can be better prepared when the time for re-opening comes.  

But first, please remember that this entire approach is a process - it is likely to develop over time, and we 
will move through it together in stages. We cannot resume worship as we had been doing it before (not 
right away). With that in mind, we are all encouraged to see each stage as a sign that we are all on the 
way back to a full sense of  physical community, enhanced with joy-filled worship. Each stage will contain 
important ways all of  us must temporarily adjust our approach to being together. Importantly, these 
adjustments  also function as gifts because they are ways we can tangibly show love for one another. 

Please keep an eye out for a special e-news publication that will be coming to you later this week. We will 
make our way through the coming days together - thank you in advance for accompanying one another 
patiently and faithfully!  

Peace in Christ,  	 	  

Pastor Gregg Hoffman 
Senior Pastor, Grace Lutheran Church


