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PRELUDE

WELCOME
OPENING HYMN “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” ELW 275
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1 An - gels, from the realms of glo - ry, wing your flight o’er all the earth;
2 Shep-herds,in the fields a - bid-ing, watch-ing o’er your flocks by night,
3 Sa - ges,leave your con - tem-pla-tions, bright-er  vi- sions beam a - far;
4 All cre - a- tion,join in prais-ing God, the Fa - ther, Spir - it, Son,
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Oonce you sang cre - a - tion’s sto - ry, now pro-claim Mes - si - ah’s birth:
God with us is now re - sid-ing, yon-der shines the in - fant light.
seek the great de - sire of na-tions, you have seen his na - tal star.
ev - er-more your voic - es rais-ing to the®e-ter - nal Three in One.
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Come and wor-ship, come and wor-ship, wor-ship Christ, the new-born king.

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



GLORIA “Angels We Have Heard on High”
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1 An - gels we have heard on high, sweet-ly sing-ing o’er the plains,

2 Shep-herds, why this

3 Come to

ju - bi-lee? Why your joy - ous strains pro-long?

Beth - le - hem and see

him whose birth the

an - gels sing;
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and the moun-tains in re-ply, ech - o - ing their joy - ous strains.
What the glad-some tid - ings be  which in - spire your heav’n - ly song?
come, a-dore on bend -ed knee Christ the Lord, the new - born king.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray together.
Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more wonderfully restored it.

In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



FIRST LESSON

A reading from the prophet Isaiah.

Isaiah 61:10--62:3

101 will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the

garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with
a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 1'For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a
garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up

before all the nations.

62:1For Zion’s sake | will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake | will not rest, until her vindication shines out
like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. 2The nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings
your glory; and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the Lord will give. 3You shall be a crown

of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

HYMN “Go Tell It on the Mountain”

Refrain
8

ELW 290

Y | ]

N

%ﬁd, : I

=

Go tell it on the moun - tain, o-ver the hills and ev - 'ty - where;
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go tell it on the moun - tain that Je - sus Christ is born!
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I While shep-herds kept their watch-ing  o’er  si - lent flocks by  night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the -earth
3 Down in a lone - ly man - ger the hum-ble Christ was born;
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be - hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a ho - ly light.
rang out the an - gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav-ior’s birth.
and God sent wus sal - va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.



PSALM

'Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise God in the heights.

%Praise the Lord, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
3Praise the Lord, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars.

“Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens.

>Let them praise the name of the Lord, who commanded, and they were created,

Psalm 148

*who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a law that shall not pass away.

’Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps;
8fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
°mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars;

Owild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds;

Usovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world;

2young men and maidens, old and young together.

BBLet them praise the name of the Lord, whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven.

1“The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants, the children of Israel,

a people who are near the Lord. Hallelujah!

HYMN “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” ELW 272
n Il Il
e — ud 77 I = I I i I
> — e ¢ | # | 7) P o | ] I
~ ! ! ! ' ! ! ! = ad o
1 Lo, how a rose e’er bloom-ing from ten - der stem  hath
2 I - sai - ah had fore - told it, the rose 1 have in
3 This flow’r, whose fra - grance ten - der with sweet-ness fills the
4 Q Sav - ior, child of Mar - y, who felt our hu - man
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sprung! Of Jes - se’s  lin - eage com - ing as
mind; with Mar - y we be - hold it, the
air, dis - pels with glo - rious splen - dor the
woe; O Sav - ior, king of glo - 1y, who
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seers of old have sung, it came, a flow’r so bright, a -
vir - gin  moth - er kind. To show God’s love a - right, she
dark - ness ev - ry - where. True man, yet ver -y God, from
dost our weak - ness know: bring us at length, we pray, to
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mid the cold of win - ter, when half - spent  was the night.
bore to us a Sav - ior, when half-spent was  the night
sin and death he saves wus and light-ens ev ry  load.
the bright courts of heav - en and in - to end - less day.



SECOND LESSON Galatians 4:4-7

A reading from Galatians 4:4-7.

4“When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, °in order to
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. ®And because you are
children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” ’So you are no longer a
slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

v.1& 2 ELW 270

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
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1 Hark! The her - ald an- gels sing, “Glo -ry to the new - born King;

2 Christ, by high - est heav’'n a - dored, Christ, the ev - er-last - ing Lord,
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peace on earth, and mer-cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled.”
late  in time  be-hold him come,  off-spring of a vir-gin’s womb.
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Joy - ful, all you na-tions, rise; join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see! Hail, in-car-nate de - 1 - ty!
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with an - gel - ic  hosts pro-claim, “Christis born  in Beth-le - hem!”
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Je - sus, our Em-man-u - el!
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Hark! The her- ald

an- gels sing,

“Glo-ry to

the new-born king!”




GOSPEL Luke 2:22-40
The Holy Gospel according to Luke, from the 2" chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

22\When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, [Joseph and Mary] brought [Jesus]
up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord %3(as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall
be designated as holy to the Lord”), 2*and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the
Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 22Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was
Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit
rested on him. 261t had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had
seen the Lord’s Messiah. ?’Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought
in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 2Simeon took him in his arms and praised
God, saying, 2°“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; 3°for my eyes
have seen your salvation, 3'which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32a light for revelation to
the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 33And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what
was being said about him. 3*Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for
the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 3*so that the inner thoughts of
many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 3¢There was also a prophet, Anna the
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years
after her marriage, 3’then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there
with fasting and prayer night and day. 3At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak
about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 3*When they had finished everything
required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 4°The child grew and
became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



HYMN OF THE DAY “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” ELW 288
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1 Good Chris - tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
2 Good Chris -tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
3 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
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give ye heed to what we say: Je - sus Christ is born to-day;
now ye hear of end - less bliss: Je - sus Christ was born for this!
now ye need not fear the grave; Je - sus Christ was bormn to save!
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ox and ass be - fore him bow, and he is in the man-ger now.
He has o - pened heav-en’s door, and we are blest for - ev - er- more.
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Calls you one and calls you all to gainthe ev - er - last-ing hall
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Christ is born to - day! Christ is borm to - day!

Christ was born  for this! Christ was born  for this!

Christ was born  to save! Christ was born  to save!

NICENE CREED
With our Christian siblings of every time and place, we unite our voices, professing the faith we share:

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit
and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe
in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look

for the *F resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

Night and day, all creation praises you, O God. Strengthen your church across nations, denominations, and
traditions. Fill us with wisdom and unify our proclamation of your forgiveness and mercy. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

All creation is holy to you, O God. You cause the earth to bring forth its shoots and gardens to spring up.
Protect hibernating animals and frozen lands that wait earnestly for longer days of awakening and growth.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

The nations are upheld by your hand, O God. Cause righteousness and praise to spring forth, inspiring leaders
to serve with compassion and integrity. Send your spirit of discernment upon legislators grappling with
complex decisions for the sake of the common good. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Send the spirit of your Son into our hearts, O God. Come quickly to hearts that race with fear, hearts that
break with grief, and hearts that long for wholeness. Reveal your power to heal, especially for Vicky, Pat,
Mary, Julie, Henri, Bob, Karen, Neal, Jean, Margaret, Kay, Yvonne, Eddie, Steve, John, Bea, Jack, Eric, Doug,
Mary, Frank, Bill, Madeline, Ed, Earl, Barbara, Steven, Kathy, and Ted. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Adopt us into your family, O God. Bless our elders with the peace and joy of Simeon and Anna. Strengthen
those who have retired, those who work in older age, and those in need of income, food, company, or health
care. Connect young and old across generations. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Let us depart in peace, O God, according to your word. For all your saints, we give you thanks. Prepare our
salvation in the sight of all your witnesses of every time and place.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers to you, in the
name of Jesus. Amen.



PROCLAMATION OF PEACE
Our Lord Jesus Christ sent forth his peace long ago, and it has continued to flow through generations of
faithful followers. Today, his peace continues in you. The Peace of Christ is with you.
And also with you. Amen.

At this time in our worship, we invite you to share the Peace of Christ with others.
Feel free to share the peace with others nearby, or, if you are alone, give someone a call after worship!

OFFERING

https://onrealm.orqg/qracerockhill/-/qgive/now

ANTHEM

“In the Bleak Midwinter”
OFFERTORY RESPONSE (Stand) “In the Bleak Midwinter”
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray together.

Virtual Choir

v. 3 ELW 294

Generous God, you have created all that we have, and you provide for us in every season. Bless all that we
offer before you now, that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. In the name of Jesus
Christ, Emmanuel for the world, we pray. Amen.


https://onrealm.org/gracerockhill/-/give/now

LORD’S PRAYER
We unite our voices in this time, joining in the prayer that our Lord taught us:
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRAYER FOR A TIME OF PANDEMIC

Living together in these days and wearied by all they demand of us; we lift our prayers and hopes to God.

Healing Lord, you know the pain of your people. We pray for those who suffer from this pandemic. Give
strength to the sick, to care providers, and to those who are harmed in any way. Console those who mourn
the loss of loved ones. May your wisdom yield vaccines. May your justice provide for their fair distribution.
Make us witnesses for you in this time. In this season, make your people a sign of Emmanuel. Amen.



BLESSING

Almighty God, Father, -F Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you in this season of joy, and unto eternal life.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN “Joy to the World”
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord 18 come! Let  earth re -
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let all their
3 No more let sin and sor - row grow nor thorns in -
4 He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the
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ceive her king; let ev - 'ty heart pre - pare him
songs em - ploy, while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and
fest the ground; he comes to make his  bless - ings
na - tions prove the glo - ries of his  righ - teous -
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flow far as the curse i1s found, far as the curse is
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sing, and  heav’n, and heav’'n and na - ture sing.
joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, far as, far as the curse s found.
love, and won - ders, won ders of his love.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus Christ with the world.

Thanks be to God.
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