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During 2023, Grace Lutheran Church in Rock Hill, South Carolina is celebrating her 100th Anniversary! The 100th 

Anniversary Task Force has chosen to commemorate this in part with a look back at our history through 

centennial temple talks the first Sunday of each month from March until December. Each will highlight a specific 

decade and contain information about what was happening in our church, city and nation.   

 

Today we begin with the 1920s, the “Roaring Twenties,” a decade known for its prosperity, prohibition, flappers, 

silent movies and jazz. The 19th Amendment gave women the right to vote in 1920, and Charles Lindbergh flew 

solo across the Atlantic in 1927. In Rock Hill, the twelve-acre Confederate Park opened in 1924 featuring a 

pavilion and swimming pool, and in 1925, electric lights were extended down Oakland Avenue.   

 

Rock Hill was incorporated in 1870, and had a population of 8,809 in 1920, compared to over 74,000 now.  

Founded in 1886, Winthrop was officially named Winthrop College, the South Carolina College for Women in 

1920. The enrollment was 1,898 in 1928 (compared to approximately 6,000 students today), making it the largest 

women’s college in the south and 2nd largest in the nation at the time.  

 

In 1914, the first Lutherans known to gather in Rock Hill for worship met in a classroom on the campus of 

Winthrop. Sunday morning worship was led by Miss Fanny Beckman, a Lutheran who taught mathematics at the 

college. At times there were as many as 25 students in attendance.  When they were no longer allowed to meet 

on campus, Miss Beckman organized Lutheran student reading circles in her room at home on Sunday afternoons 

until her resignation from Winthrop in 1918.   

 

The first official attempt to organize a Lutheran church in Rock Hill occurred in 1920, when the president of the 

South Carolina Lutheran Synod proposed this idea. A temporary Lutheran church was established in April of 1923 

with 14 charter members who met on Sunday mornings in the “dingy rooms” of the Rock Hill Chamber of 

Commerce. In June 1923, members adopted the ULCA (United Lutheran Church in America) model constitution, 

chose the name Grace and called their first pastor, the Rev. Henry A. Schroder, who served at Grace from 1923 

until 1931. When the charter membership roll was closed, there were 23 members. 

 

A few years later, an architect from Charlotte was hired to construct the church building, with the cornerstone 

being laid on December 12, 1925. According to an oral history account from life-long Grace member Richard 

Denton, “the building was designed and built in the shape of a cross with the two chancel wings. One side held 

the baptismal font, and the right side was the elevated choir.” The building was ready for occupancy on May 2, 

1926. At that time, Grace’s membership had grown to 35, and 37 Winthrop students and 5 faculty members 

regularly worshiped with the congregation.  

 

The total cost of the church building, fully equipped, was approximately $32,000. The Women’s Synodical Society 

of South Carolina pledged and paid $20,000 of this by asking each member to contribute $3 a year over a 5-year 

period. Early records indicate that contributions for Grace came from people in the Rock Hill community and 



throughout the Carolinas. By the end of the decade, Grace’s portion of the building debt was reduced from 

$12,000 to $3,700. 

 

By the end of the 1920s, membership at Grace was up to 46, and according to an early church report, "Winthrop 

students have been exceptionally active and faithful in attendance". One early history of Grace states that her 

members were “bound by faith, endowed with vision, and held together by the spirit of God”. Their faith would 

soon be tested, however, and their resolve challenged when the stock market collapsed on October 24, 1929, 

plunging the nation into the depths of the Great Depression during the 1930s.   


