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Reflections from the Trip 

“Learning about the different monuments and why they were built the 

way they were was awesome!” 

     —Grade 7 

From Mr. Wadsworth: 

 As I reflect on the Washington, DC trip there are several things that come to mind when 

I’m asked what were the best parts of the trip.  As much as the experience of visiting the 

monuments was amazing, it was the personal relationships that were the highlights for me.  I loved 

seeing how the students (especially the 8th grade boys) developed a relationship with our bus driver, 

Jimmy. He was a wonderful influence on them and their willingness to help him with joy and 

thanksgiving was a true blessing to him.  These young gentlemen went out of their way to give him 

a hug when we were dropping him off on Friday evening. The other relationships that were 

meaningful to me were the ones that we as teachers were able to foster with both students and 

parents.  I heard on more than one occasion that we teachers are a lot more fun when we are away 

from school.  We are able to relate with the students without having to teach them linear equations 

and quadratic functions (even though I think that is very exciting in and of itself).  It is a more 

relaxed environment even though we were on the go from sun up to way past sun down.  Finally, I 

was most impressed with HCA graduate and Special Agent Ryan Cave who was responsible with 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science Fair! 

Science Fair Night is 

Coming! 
Thursday, May 9th 
Starts at 7PM 

 

Come celebrate the 

culmination of our 

students hard work 

and learning! 

 

Students should arrive 

in their “Sunday Best” 

just before 7PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Perennials! 

Mr. Shea is looking 

for Perennials to put in 

the Grade Seven 

Garden!  If you have 

extras, please send 

them in! 
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arranging our entry into the White House.  His message for the 

students was amazing, challenging and heart warming.  I think he 

was as excited to show us around the White House as we were to 

be there. This trip was truly amazing on so many levels.  God was 

present and we were blessed.  I want to personally thank the 

School Committee for making it possible for us to go and I want 

to thank the students and parents for making this a wonderful trip, 

filled with many, many memories. I have been blessed by sharing 

this trip with you all!!

From Mr. Curtis: 

 Once every four years our Christian school from 

Holden, Massachusetts journeys south to our nation's capital; 

Washington D.C. This past month I was honored with the 

opportunity to serve as the trip leader. This trip serves as a 

unique opportunity to tie together two different years of H.C.A 

curriculum and approximately four hundred years of American 

history. From the colonial experience in Williamsburg to the 

imagined sights and sounds on a civil war battlefield in 

Fredericksburg, Virginia. Students' were asked to immerse 

themselves in our nations rich yet difficult history and clear 

biblical foundations. Thank you to all who helped make this 

years' trip a success, especially Mrs. Cleveland, Mr. Shea, Mr. 

Wadsworth, Ms. Graham, and Mr. Hayward.  

“Can we do something like that in LA, Mr. 

Shea!” 
   —Grade 8 
From Mr. Shea: 
 For me, the most exciting part was hearing our 

students make connections between the sites and monuments 

we were visiting and what they had been learning in class.  

The moment that stands out the most was while we were at 

the Martin Luther King Jr. Monument.  I could hear Grade 5 

students shouting to Mr. Curtis about the quote on the 

monument being from his “I have a Dream” speech.  I could 

hear Grade 6 talking to Grade 7 about how the monument is 

unfinished because MLK’s work is unfinished.  But, it was 

when some of the Grade 8 students came to me and asked if 

they could do an LA project based on the monument that 

really impressed me.  They realized that working on 

language arts could incorporate and connect to other forms 

of fine art, and they wanted to try it!  We are currently 

working on building the project in class, and I can’t wait to 

see what these creative minds come up with! 

HOLDEN CHRISTIAN ACADEMY MAY 2, 2019 

FROM MRS. CLEVELAND 

 

The best part of our trip to Washington, DC was our students.  It was really a blessing to  

be confident that with each stop that they would listen attentively and be genuinely  

interested in the programs that were presented.  Although they were tired, they were  

ready for more (on time!) each day.  They were an encouragement to the adults we  

worked with (Charlotte and Jimmy!) with their respect and interest.  They showed a deep  

level of appreciation for the war memorials and the Veterans who served our nation  

sacrificially.  I am always proud to be a part of this group and I genuinely enjoyed my  

time with them.  Thanks for being a counter cultural, fun loving and engaging middle  

school!    


