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“I met Jim Florio when he was in Congress and was stunned by his wealth of knowledge 
and his steely resolve to do the right thing. He displayed the same traits as Governor 
even at his own peril. � is book describes how he confronted the challenges he faced 
and how he overcame them with a self-described ‘policy wonk’s’ intelligence and 
courage. A must read for those who believe that good people can’t succeed in politics.”
—Edward G. Rendell, 45th Governor of Pennsylvania 

James J. Florio is best known as Governor of New Jersey from 1990 to 1994. But his career in local, 
state, and national government is far more varied, and his achievements as a progressive reformer 
are more substantial than most realize. 

� is political memoir tells the remarkable story of how Florio, a high school dropout who le�  to 
join the Navy as a teenager, went on to become an attorney, a state assemblyman, a congressman, 
and a governor. A passionate defender of the environment, Florio played a crucial role in the 
enactment of 1980s-era Superfund laws, which helped to clean up toxic waste sites in New Jersey 
and around the country. As governor, he fought for the groundbreaking Clean Water Enforcement 
Act. But his reforms quite literally came at a cost, as he raised New Jersey sales taxes and income 
taxes to balance the state budget. Florio re� ects upon the challenges of meeting the state’s 
budgetary needs while keeping his tax-averse constituents happy.  

Standing on Principle reveals a politician who has never been afraid to take a progressive stand—
including a � rm stance against semi-automatic weapons that led gun lobbyists to bankroll his 
opponent. His story is sure to inspire readers from New Jersey and across the nation.  
Published in cooperation with the Center on the American Governor, Eagleton Institute of Politics, 
Rutgers University

JAMES J. FLORIO was the forty-ninth Governor of New Jersey. Since leaving o�  ce, he has 
worked as an activist, attorney, teacher, and speaker specializing in public policy, health care, and 
environmental issues.  

296 pp   28 b/w and 15 color photos   
6 x 9

978-0-8135-9429-3   cloth   $24.95T $17.47
April 2018

If you are interested in purchasing a copy of 
this title in ebook format, consult our 
website for a list of etailers.

To order this title outside of the USA or 
Canada, send this order form to:
Eurospan Group
c/o Turpin Distribution Ltd
Pegasus Drive, Stratton Business Park
Biggleswade, Bedfordshire SG18 8TQ, UK
E-mail: eurospan@turpin-distribution.com

Web: www.eurospanbookstore.com

20% discount offered on all Rutgers 
University Press books; use code 
“RutFriendsFamily”.

Please note: prices and discounts may vary.

To order this title in Canada, send this order 
form to:
Scholarly Book Services, Inc.
289 Bridgeland Avenue
Unit 105
Toronto, ON   M6A 1Z6
1-800-847-9736
Fax: 1-800-220-9895

Web: www.sbookscan.com

20% discount offered on all Rutgers 
University Press books; use code 
“SBS30”.

Please note: prices and discounts may vary.

BOLD Ideas  – ESSENTIAL Reading

30% DISCOUNT ON ALL ORDERS

rutgersuniversitypress.org

transparent

eNewsletter Sign Up
Receive free email alerts

eNewsletter Sign Up
Receive free email alerts

eNewsletter Sign Up
Receive free email alerts

30% DISCOUNT ON ALL ORDERS (WITHIN THE US)

Order online: rutgersuniversitypress.org or by phone at 800-848-6224
Free shipping on all orders placed directly through Rutgers University Press.
Use discount code “02AAAA17” in order to qualify for a 30% discount

To receive noti� cation of similar titles and discounts, subscribe now on 
our website.

Examination copies available on request.  Visit our website for details.

JAMES J.  FLORIO

STANDING 
ON PR INCIPLE

Lessons Learned in Public Life

FOREWORD BY SENATOR BILL BRADLEY


