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THE FRIENDS OF FATHER JUDGE HIGH SCHOOL, INC. RECEIVE A $1 MILLION GIFT COMMITMENT

The Friends of Father Judge High School, Inc. (The Friends) recently received a $1 million dollar commitment from Mr. Patrick S. McGonigal ’81. 

This is the third, significant, campaign-related gift from Mr. McGonigal. In 2006, he donated $250,000 to the Quest Continues Capital Campaign to support the building of the William F. Mitchell ’59 Activity Center (MAC) and the Patrick S. McGonigal ‘81 Center for Fitness and Wellness. He also donated another $500,000 to the Pathway to Sustainability Campaign in 2014-15. 

In the fall of 2023, Father Judge High School launched a capital campaign, “The Campaign for 3301, Securing the Future of Father Judge.” McGonigal joins a group of growing supporters who are investing in strategic initiatives to benefit a diverse population of students. To date, including this commitment, the school has secured $14.7 million towards its campaign goal of $20M. 

The Campaign for 3301, has four strategic initiatives: (1) the construction of the 20,000 square foot, state-of-the-art Career Pathways Academy building, (2) the renovation of the Science Labs (Chemistry, Biology, and Physics), (3) Athletic renovations to Locker Rooms and Training Areas in the Fox Gym and Mitchell Activity Center, and (4) with an eye toward the future and sustainability, an aggressive investment in the Reverend Joseph G. Campellone, OSFS Endowment, all to ensure the long-term viability of Father Judge.  

When asked about his support of The Campaign for 3301, Pat said, “I owe any success I achieved in my business career to God, my family, Father Judge, and Drexel University, in that order. God gave me the smarts and blessed me with loving, unselfish parents. In our house, we were taught, and shown, that working hard and doing the right thing will always give you a better shot at success, however you define it. My time at Judge taught me that competition is a good thing, spirituality matters, and friendships will enrich your life more than you can appreciate as a high schooler. Continuously earning the term "Judge Guy " remains front and center in my life. 

My affiliation with the team at Father Judge over the years, led by Brian King, Father Joe Campellone, Charlie Huckel and many, many other dedicated staff and volunteer board members, made me a better person. It also gave me firsthand insight into the challenges to be overcome, and opportunities to be seized. There is no better place to commit my charitable dollars than in support of the current multi-faceted strategy. I encourage others to learn more about the campaign and support it as you see fit.”    

Brian Patrick King ‘97, President of Father Judge High School, said, “I have had the privilege of knowing Pat for the last 15 years as a Board Member, Finance Committee Member, mentor, and friend. His continued and significant commitment of time, treasure and talent is a testament to his belief in the importance of education and his desire for Father Judge to grow and thrive. Pat has continued to instill in me the need to see resources gathered to support the school, but more importantly, to make sure they are best used to maximize impact for the institution and the donor. This gift will ensure that another 70 years of current and future Crusaders will have dynamic educational experiences to hone their God-given talents and reach their desired pathways in life. We are eternally grateful for his support.” 

Reverend Joseph G. Campellone, OSFS, President Emeritus of Father Judge High School echoed King’s comments, “I know how happy and proud Mr. and Mrs. McGonigal are of their son, Pat. I have had the privilege of knowing Pat’s mother and father and his family. The McGonigals were a middle-class family that believed in faith and family. They worked hard to put all their children through Catholic school. Mr. and Mrs. McGonigal were great people who understood the importance of a Catholic education and loved their Church. Personally, I had the pleasure of growing up with Pat. He continues to live his parents’ legacy by helping people and giving back to others. He is the epitome of a Salesian gentleman.” 

Established in May 2002, The Friends is a Pennsylvania nonprofit corporation with Officers and Directors who fundraise on behalf of Father Judge High School. All funds raised by this organization are managed and securely designated for use at the school. Since its formation, The Friends have raised and invested over $17 million to make improvements to the school campus, provide financial aid, and fund academic programs that complement the traditional curriculum. 
# # #
Editor’s Note:
Father Judge High School was founded in 1954. The all-boys school is dedicated to educating its students' minds and souls in the spirit of Saint Francis de Sales. For more information visit www.fatherjudge.com/. 
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